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When I reflect on the year that’s been, it’s quite humbling and frankly astonishing 
to grasp how much has happened. Earlier this year, due to COVID restrictions and 
an influx of new visitors, we moved from two to three services on a Sunday (8am, 
10am, and 6pm). On Sunday 18th of July we celebrated 30 years of ministry on 
our current campus with a special celebration service and with the launch of our 
new Vision booklet. This booklet lays out our new Purpose (To help more people 

find life in Jesus), Priorities (Life in Jesus, Life Together, Life for Others), and Values 
(Biblically Grounded, Gospel Focused, Servant Hearted, Outward Looking, Better 
Together), along with other helpful content like some goals for the next five years 
and a prayer for our church community.

Then, of course, in early September our members voted overwhelmingly in favour 
of changing our name to Oasis Church. While undoubtedly a significant change, it 
is also an exciting one. The name Oasis reflects the life-giving news of the gospel 
and the type of culture we are striving to create; a place where more people can 
find true and lasting life in Jesus. All of these changes, I believe, will help us to 
move forward by God’s grace for God’s glory into the future. Thank you for praying 
with us and for us throughout this process, and thank you for your feedback, 
questions, and support. It’s been a quite a year!

And it’s not over yet! There is still lots ahead of us to look forward to, to engage 
in, and to be praying about. You’ll find all that you need to know about all that is 
coming up in this latest edition of The Quarterly, along with articles to help you 
grow in your journey of faith and knowledge of God. 

I am particularly excited about our Christmas Festival (yes, it really is getting 
towards that time of year!) and our sermon series in the Old Testament book 
of Isaiah. To prepare our hearts for Christmas we will be exploring some of the 
prophecies and pointers to the coming of Christ that we find in Isaiah. I think 
about the book of Isaiah in the way I think about Mt. Everest; it’s big, daunting, 
and a little dangerous, but the view is magnificent. I look forward to scaling 
the peak of Isaiah with you and beholding the magnificent view of our glorious 
Saviour.

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
my chosen one in whom I delight;
I will put my Spirit on him, and he will 
bring justice to the nations. — Isaiah 42:1

Adam Schoenmaker
Lead Pastor

adam@bpcc.com.au

From the Lead Pastor
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What’s On
6  Christmas Festival + 

 Christmas Service Times 

22 BPCC Women 

	 Gift	Women’s	Event
 23rd October

23 BPCC Men

	 Men’s	Breakfast
 16th October

19 Young Adult Socials

 9th October
 7th November 
 13th December

19 Young Adult Retreat

 26th-28th November, 
 

Articles
8 Growth Groups

 Lize Erasmus

10 What Does the Bible Teach   

 About Financial Giving?

 Ben Fien

12 Meet the Team

 Emma Sunderland

18 Church Council Update

 Ivor Kay

20	 Meaningful	Music	
 Nathanael Remminga

30 Celebrating Operation   

             Christmas Child

              Caroline Brandon

32									What	is	God’s	Will	For	My		 	
														Life?
               Adam Schoenmaker

Contact Us
Office	Hours 
9am - 3pm 
Monday - Friday

Phone 3882 1989   
Email	office@bpcc.com.au     
Web www.bpcc.com.au

@Bray Park Community Church

Ministries
4		 Sunday	Services

9 Growth Groups

16  Courses

22 BPCC Women + BPCC Men

24  Singles + Seniors

26 Young Adults + Youth

28 Parenting + Children

32	 Care	Ministry
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SUNDAY SERVICES 
GATHER IN-PERSON

There is currently no need to register 
for a Sunday service at this time, please 

remember to check in on arrival.

If you are unwell, please do not attend 
at this time and join us on Church Online 

instead.

 8AM, 10AM or 6PM 
www.bpcc.com.au

GATHER ONLINE
Church Online will continue to be streamed 

at 8AM & 10AM on our regular platforms. 

Join us on Facebook www.facebook.com/
BrayParkCommunityChurch

Join us on YouTube www.youtube.com 
search for Bray Park Community Church

Both links are accessible at 
www.bpcc.com.au

GIVING 
We believe that regular, joyful, and 

sacrificial giving is an act of worship and 
an offering of thanks to God who has given 

so generously to us. When we give, we 
are proclaiming our faith in God as the 

provider of all things and our belief in the 
importance of the church.

Direct Debit:

 BSB: 014 234          ACC: 367048692

Online: 

www.bpcc.com.au/give

CHURCH CENTER APP 
Download the Church Center App today! 
It makes registering for events or groups 
easy and we will be inviting you to join in 
the new directory feature on the APP in 

coming months.
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We all have mantras we live by every day. “Be true to yourself”, “Don’t judge”, and 
“Do whatever makes you happy”. These are some of the common ones in our day. 

Some of them are so entrenched in our culture we don’t even question them. 

BUT ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE? DO THEY REALLY LEAD US INTO FREEDOM? 

In this series we will explore common cultural claims in the light of God’s Word to figure out 
what is true and what is false. We want to be shaped by Jesus’ teaching because it is his 
teaching alone that leads to true and lasting freedom. He promises you that if you follow 

his instruction “…you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” (John 8:32). 

JOIN US IN OUR QUEST FOR TRUE FREEDOM AND ABUNDANT LIFE.

SERIES STARTS 7TH NOVEMBER
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DECEMBER 

SERVICE TIMES 

19TH DEC  9AM SERVICE 

   CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL 2PM-7PM

26TH DEC  9AM LIVE STREAM SERVICE   

   WATCH PARTY AT CHURCH
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If there’s one thing that I would encourage any Christian to do to grow in their 
faith, it would be to find a community that loves and supports you in your walk 
with Christ. For me personally, relationships with other Christians have been 
one of the most powerful tools that God has used to impact my life. And Growth 
Groups are exactly that… relationships with other Christians. 

We meet together weekly in our homes and delve deeper into the sermon from 
the previous Sunday. Reading Scripture and answering the questions from the 
Growth Group Guide not only builds up your Bible knowledge but also gives you 
a chance to think, ‘What does this mean for me and my life?’, or, ‘How can I apply 
this?’.

We also spend time getting to know each other, talking about our highs and 
lows in life and supporting one another in our struggles. It’s an open and honest 
environment where you can freely discuss the joys of serving God as well as the 
parts that you find more challenging. 

Our Growth Group extends past the weekly meetings through our group chat 
that we send prayer requests, praise points and even sometimes a meme or two! 
It’s so comforting knowing that people who love Jesus are praying for you and 
encouraging you. 

The beauty of Growth Groups too is that they are flexible to you and your group! 
I know some groups meet weekly and others fortnightly. So, for anyone who 
thinks it won’t work out for them, I encourage you to reach out and see if there is 
a group that would work for you! 

Just as Paul writes to encourages the church in 1 Thessalonians, we too can 
encourage each other to continue to grow in our faith and love for our God. I 
have been so blessed to be a part of a Growth Group for a few years now and 
cannot recommend it enough.

“Therefore encourage one another 
and build each other up, just as in 
fact you are doing.”

1 Thessalonians 5:11

Lize Erasmus
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Monday
BPCC Women 
Sermon Based

1pm-2pm

BPCC Young Adults 
Sermon Based

7pm—9pm

Tuesday
Men & Mates

Sermon Based
6am—7am

Wednesday
Inspire Youth 

Sermon Based
7pm—9pm 

Ladies Bible Study Fellowship
7pm—9pm

Bray Park Growth Group
Sermon Based

7pm—9pm

Cashmere Growth Group
Sermon Based
7.15pm—9pm

Thursday
Ladies Know Your 

Bible
9am—11am

Friday
Ladies Care/Share 

Fortnightly
9am—11am

Interested in joining a Growth Group?
 

Please visit www.bpcc.com.au or email ben@bpcc.com.au for more information. 

Join a Growth 
Group today! 

Growth Groups are an 
important way we pursue 

life in Jesus, together 
and for others. In these 

groups, we open up 
the Bible together, pray 
together, support each 

other and think creatively 
about how we can get 

involved in God’s mission. 
Contact Pastor Ben today 

to get involved!
ben@bpcc.com.au
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What Does the 
Bible Teach About 
Financial Giving?
There is a lot of confusion about what the Bible teaches on financial giving. What does God 
require of us? Is it a tithe? Do we give 10% before tax or after tax? Some of these questions 
might be helpful, but they miss the heart of the Bible’s teaching on financial giving. The 
command to tithe in the Old Testament probably isn’t binding on Christians as we relate to 
God in a new way through the New Covenant (Luke 22:20; Romans 7:4-6; 2 Corinthians 3:4-
18). We have been made right with God through Jesus alone. So, we don’t need to ask how 
much we should give to make sure we’re alright with God. We can let the guilt fall away 
and walk in freedom (Romans 8:1-2). Instead, we now ask how we can use our freedom for 
God’s glory in our finances.

At the end of the day, money is a discipleship issue. Our financial giving is a great test about 
where our heart is with God. I’ve placed some of the relevant Biblical texts at the end of 
this article so that you can do your own study on giving and tithing, but here are some 
Scriptural answers to our questions about financial giving:

1. Why Should I Give?
God’s deep generosity to us makes us generous people. When Paul wanted to motivate 
the Corinthians to generosity, he didn’t command them to give, he reminded them of the 
extraordinary spiritual riches they received through the gospel. Read this slowly, “For 
you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.” (2 Corinthians 8:9). 
Wow. Isn’t that beautiful?! God loves it when we give from the cheerful knowledge of all 
that we have received in Christ! God isn’t chuffed when we give under compulsion or guilt. 
That doesn’t bring him glory. He wants us to give voluntarily. He wants us to give with 
hearts full of gratitude knowing that everything we have is not our own making, but a gift 
from his very own generous heart.

2. Where Should I Give? 
In the Old Testament, God commanded his people to give tithes to the Levites at the 
Temple, to share what they had with the vulnerable, and to enjoy what God had given 
them. While there is no literal Temple or Levite in the New Covenant, there are people the 
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church sets apart to devote their time to gospel work. The New Testament explicitly tells us 
to support gospel workers, and retains the Old Testament ethic of caring for the poor and 
vulnerable, especially other believers and churches. There really is no limit to where we 
can give, the New Testament teaches generosity. At BPCC we ask every member to partner 
with us financially by giving to the work we’re doing together. We believe this honours the 
New Testament’s teaching to support gospel work and makes sense if we’re committed to 
having an impact together as a local church.

3. How Much Should I Give?
It’s the age-old question, isn’t it? How much? This isn’t exactly the right question because 
it forgets why we give. We give a little of what God has provided us because he has given 
everything to us in Jesus. Giving is an act of gratitude, it’s an act of worship, it’s an act of 
stewardship of the resources God has entrusted to us. When we ask, “How much?”, we are 
in danger of basing God’s love for us on some standard we need to meet. We’re in danger of 
forgetting that God demonstrated his love for us even while we were sinners (Romans 5:8). 
God’s love for us is not dependent upon what we do, it is his free and generous decision. 
So, instead of asking, “How much should I give?”, God’s love fills our hearts and we ask, 
“How much can I give?”. We can’t just approach giving with a “set and forget” attitude. 
We need to regularly check our hearts and think creatively about how to be a generous 
blessing to others. This is a discipleship issue with eternal significance (Luke 12:13-21). 
You might like to start at 10%.  Another good benchmark is to think about how much you 
spend on pleasure (e.g. entertainment, holidays, meals out) and make it your aim to at 
least give more away than your spending there. Approach this prayerfully and use wisdom. 
Remember the Bible also commands us to care for our family and to strive for financial 
independence so as not to burden others. Bring your heart to God, and ask him to free you 
from the love of money. And then enjoy being generous! Have fun with it and enjoy using 
money to help more people find life in Jesus.

Here are some helpful articles you can find at www.thegospelcoalition.org for further 
reading on financial stewardship:

What’s	Your	Theology	of	Money	
(in 200 Words or Less)? – Ivan Mesa

7 Reasons Christians Are Not 

Required to Tithe – Thomas Schreiner

Ben Fien
Community		Pastor
ben@bpcc.com.au
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A few weeks ago, I was lining up after Church to order a 
coffee from The Park. Chatting to those around me about 
our preferred coffee order. What’s yours? Flat White, Almond 
Chai, Quarter Strength Latte with half a sugar. None of our 
orders were the same. I love that that we, the Church, are 
all so different. Not just our coffee orders, also our cultural 
differences, family upbringing, life experience, education, I 
could go on. As believers we are united in Christ. We are in 
a relationship that unites us with Him and with every other 
believer. We read in 1 Corinthians 12:12-14, ‘Just as a body, 

though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one 

body, so it is with Christ. For we were all baptised by one Spirit 

so as to form one body – whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free 

– and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. And so the body 

is not made up of one part but of many.’ 

Every week the Creative Team meet on Tuesday evenings to 
rehearse songs for the coming Sunday. It’s fun to talk about 
and jam to some of our favourite songs. We certainly have 
an eclectic taste when we come together! I thought it’d be 
fun to get to know some of the Creative Team. I asked a few 
of the team to answer some questions about their musical 
background, music preferences and how they came to be 
part of the team. I hope you enjoy reading through their 
responses. Notice how different they are from each other 
(and probably you reading as well)! If you’re musical or skilled 
in sound or AV, let this be an encouragement that there 
is no special ‘fit’ for the Creative Team. We have different 
backgrounds, musical preferences, and coffee orders. We’re 
united by Christ and our desire to serve Him. 

So, let me introduce Hanno who can play almost all the 
instruments on stage and is also the Chairman of Creative 
Team Board, and, Natalie, my right-hand lady! She works 
with me in the office to help with many of the practical and 
detailed behind-the-scene things that happen in the Creative 
Team. 

Emma Sunderland
Creative	Ministry	Leader
emma@bpcc.com.au

Meet the Team
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Natalie...
Tell us about yourself and your musical 
history:
I come from a musical family so the chances of 
learning an instrument and loving music was 
very high. In primary school I was involved 
in the school choir for a few years. Growing 
up I wanted to learn to play the piano. 
Eventually I was allowed to learn and my 
lessons only lasted a few years. At the time I 
wasn’t disciplined enough to spend a lot of 
time practising, and learning the theory. In 
hindsight, I wish I had stuck with it. I think I 
was more interested in learning to play for fun 
than for doing the exams. I was in a band for 
a short amount of time, but that’s a story for 
another day. I still love music to this day and 
don’t think that’ll ever change. 

What is your favourite genre of music?
This is such a hard question to answer! If 
only the question was about favourite music 
artists. I like a wide variety of genres. But if 
it’s of any help, one of my favourite artists is 
Coldplay. I’ve seen them live twice and think 
they are just as good live, if not better than 
their recorded music. 

How did you become involved in the 
Creative Team?
I became involved in the Creative Team 
unintentionally. I can’t remember the exact 
details as it was many, many years ago. I was 
about 13 or 14 years old, and one night I was 
at church early as my siblings were probably 
rostered on the Creative Team that night. 
Some of the Creative Team members knew 
I could play piano, and asked me to play 
the keys. I distinctly remember feeling like I 
wasn’t good enough to play, as back then I 
didn’t know how to play all of the chords. The 
team encouraged me to play the chords as 
best as I could, even if it was holding one note 
per chord. From there I ended up joining the 
Creative Team and when I started, I think it 

was mostly the night service every fortnight. 
During rehearsals I played with the volume 
turned down really low that they had to ask 
me to turn myself up. Now, I get asked to turn 
myself down. 

What instrument(s) do you play?
By far my best instrument is the piano as it’s 
the one I’ve played the longest. It’s probably 
the only instrument you’ll see me playing at 
Church, or in general. I have also dabbled 
with playing other instruments over the years 
such as guitar and violin. When I was a kid, 
I remember playing on my uncle’s drum kit 
to CDs. He had a sound proof room in his 
house which was cool. Also, does playing the 
recorder in primary school count? 

Favourite Church song (if you can limit 
to one!)?
I have too many favourites. A few of my 
favourites are Cornerstone, From the Inside 
Out and Build My Life. 

What do you love about being 
involved in the Creative Team?
Being part of the Creative Team has given me 
the opportunity to use my gifts and talents 
for God. I can serve Him by using what’s in 
my hand. I love that from volunteering with 
the team for so many years, you really do feel 
like a family. You spend a lot of time together 
and everyone genuinely cares for one another 
and what’s going on in each other’s lives. Your 
level of skill doesn’t matter, as there’s always 
a place for you on the Creative Team. You get 
to develop
 your craft and 
confidence from 
playing in a band
dynamic every 
week. We learn 
from each other 
and lean on each 
other when times
 are tough. 
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Hanno...
Tell us about yourself and your musical 
history:
Born and bred in Paarl, Western Cape 
region in South Africa.  Currently living in 
Petrie on Pine and married to Charle with 
two wonderful daughters, Shani and Emma.  
Growing up I always knew my dad played 
guitar in a band when he was younger 
and Mum was pretty good on piano so I 
hoped to play an instrument one day. It 
was only later in high school that I became 
interested in joining the school band when I 
started taking it more seriously. There were 
these annual auditions to join the band 
which was a big deal in school back then 
and I took music lessons in addition to my 
limited self-taught knowledge for about 
6 months to ensure that I got selected for 
it – I got in! I bought my first electric guitar 
from the money I made doing holiday jobs 
when I was 16 and played it through the 
microphone input of a hi-fi sound system 
as I could not afford a guitar amplifier. I’ve 
played in a couple bands during Uni and 
afterwards, but stopped playing around 
2003 due to work and family commitments 
and sold most of my equipment.

What is your favourite genre of music?
Classic rock and pretty much 
anything from the 70’s and 80’s – 
real music in other words.

How did you become involved in 
the Creative Team?
When we joined BPCC in 2008 Joe 
Vermeulen, previous Worship Pastor, 
heard that I used to play electric guitar 
and approached me to ask if I wanted 
to join the team. I was hesitant at first 
(declined to be honest) as we were brand 
new members at church and I saw, and 
was blown away by, the musical talent on 

stage and knew that I could not play the 
songs that well due to my 5 year hiatus. I 
got dragged against my will to a rehearsal 
one evening to “just check it out” and am 
still playing with the team 13 years on! 

What instrument(s) do you play?
Electric/Acoustic guitar, and rudimentary 
drums and bass guitar.

Favourite Church song (if you can limit 
to one!)?
Whatever song we are rehearsing or playing 
during the service is my favourite at that 
point in time! Also an honourable mention 
to the songs that got me hooked on playing 
worship music all those years ago – Let God 
Arise, For All You’ve Done, Sing Sing Sing, 
Hosanna, The Time Has Come, Desert Song, 
Mighty To Save and the like!

What do you love about being 
involved in the Creative Team?
The opportunity to serve as part of a 
fantastic team of people who are week after 
week offering up their talents and time for 
the greater good and vision of BPCC and 
our broader community. And it’s just lots 
and lots of endless fun!
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Our Father in heaven, 

We long to see your name glorified and your kingdom come in 
our lives, in our church, and in our world. We know that you are 
able to do more than all we could ask, think, or imagine. 

We ask that your Spirit would renew and revive us and move us 
forward into all that you have for us.

Help us to worship you wholeheartedly. To trust in Jesus’ 

finished work on the cross, to walk in step with your Spirit, to 
grow in knowledge of your word, and to deepen our devotion to 

prayer. Let all that we do be done for your glory.

Move us to love and serve one another in practical ways. 
Help us to welcome the outsider, to encourage the discouraged, 
and to receive the repentant. Move us to gather regularly, to love 
genuinely, to serve selflessly, and to give generously so that the 

body might be built up and needs might be met. 

Give us boldness to share and to promote the gospel. Help 
us to do this both in our words and in our actions, whenever 
the opportunity arises. Grant us the humility to engage with 
gentleness and respect. Lift our eyes and move our hands 

to seek the good of our local community and to pursue and 
promote justice.

Gracious God, fill us, move us, shape us to become a city on 
a hill, a light in the darkness, a people that exist for your glory 

and for the good of others so that more people might find true 
and lasting life in Jesus.

We pray this in Jesus’ precious name.

Amen. 

Our Prayer
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FINANCIAL HEALTH COURSE
Want to learn more about how to manage your money wisely and Biblically? Alex Cook from 

Wealth With Purpose runs a free online course that you can take part in any time you like.

• How to get control over your cash
• Reshape your thinking about money based on God’s word
• Making sure you’re prepared for a rainy day
• Knowing the right financial goals to set and how to ensure you reach them
• Building a kingdom vision for your finances
• How intimacy with God impacts your financial situation

Sign up for the course here: www.wealthwithpurpose.com/mini-course/

COURSES

If you're thinking about getting married, or you are already married, these free
courses are perfect for you. You can sign up and watch the videos anytime to invest in these 

significant relationships.
Marriage Course

www.htb.org/marriage
The Marriage Course is a series of seven

sessions, designed to help couples
invest in their relationship and build a

strong marriage.

Pre-Marriage Course

www.htb.org/premarriage
The Pre-Marriage Course is a series

of five sessions, designed for couples
considering marriage and wishing to

build a strong and lasting relationship
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Want to explore more about life, faith and meaning? Alpha is the perfect course for you. 
Alpha provides you with a relaxed environment to be able to share your opinions and 

questions without judgment. Come along, enjoy a free dinner and discuss more about life’s 
big questions!

REGISTER	YOUR	INTEREST	CONTACT	BEN@BPCC.COM.AU
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Church Council 
Update
It’s great to be writing to you again as we move into the final 
quarter of 2021. It’s been a year like no other, and despite the 
impact of a global pandemic, it has been a year full of activity 
in the life of our church. As I look back over the last few months 
and all that has happened, it is a wonderful reminder of God’s 
faithfulness to our church.

Of course, the key event in July was the celebration of our 
30th anniversary. What a blessing it was to look back at the 
30 years we have experienced on this campus. The foresight 
and faith of our founders is inspiring and we thank God for 
them and what He has done through our church for the last 30 
years. I would also like to extend a huge thank you to the staff 
team and all the volunteers who worked so hard to organise 
the celebrations we all enjoyed. To organise events is always 
a large undertaking, but especially in the midst of COVID 
restrictions, so, thank you to all involved!

Our prayer is that as we look forward to the next 30 years, as a 
church we would continue the legacy of our founders to step 
out in boldness and in faith, trusting God to lead, guide, and 
sustain us. Pastor Adam outlined the way forward for us as 
we refined the vision of our church for the years to come. This 
was all laid out in the booklet we released titled ‘Vision: Our 
Prayerful Plan for the Future’, which I hope and trust you’ve 
had a chance to read and pray through. Of course, part of 
this re-envisioning process was the proposal to change our 
name. The prayerful thinking behind this proposed change 
was laid out over the quarter and at the Special General 
Meeting held on the 8th of September our membership voted 
overwhelmingly in the affirmative to change our name to 
Oasis Church. With the formal part of the process satisfied, 
the staff team will now embark on the practical steps to make 
this change a reality, with a view to rolling out the new name 
officially in early 2022. It was truly encouraging and humbling 
to see the unity of our church family on this proposal, and we 
thank you for your ongoing prayers and support of church 
leadership.
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Another feature throughout the quarter has been the 
continuing generosity in giving that we have witnessed from 
our church family. It has been said before, but I am amazed 
and humbled each month to see us achieve our tithing and 
giving budget and manage to stay on top of our expenses. 
God’s goodness is truly evident to us and we thank you as 
a church family for your generosity. It is a sign of spiritual 
health and gospel fruit. This continues to see the church in a 
solid financial position with good cash on hand in our bank 
accounts, minimal debt, and predictable month-to-month 
income. It should be said that we remain prudent, as there 
are some larger expenses to cover prior to the end of the year. 
Please continue to pray for the wise stewardship of these 
funds, and in particular for the money we are directing into 
the community to have a lifechanging (and eternal!) effect on 
those it helps.

I would also ask you to please continue to pray for each other. 
Each week our prayer email goes out and I am sure you notice 
that there are many needs in our community. As a Council, 
we pray for these and others at our meetings and we know 
that you are also praying for the needs in our congregation. 
Please continue to do so that we may fulfill the command of 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18: “Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 

give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in 

Christ Jesus.”

It may seem hard to believe but we now enter the home-
stretch for the year and begin to turn our attention to 
Christmas and the opportunity that will bring for us as a 
church family to interact with our local community. There 
are great Christmas events planned again this year (work has 
been going on for some time in this regard), so please can I 
ask you to uphold these events in your prayers. Please also 
think and pray about who you can bring to church in the lead 
up to the end of the year or perhaps invite to our Christmas 
events. Through our ordinary, everyday lives and through the 
life of our church we are ultimately here to help others find 
true life in Jesus. Let’s all pray for the opportunity to share 
that with those around us!

We thank God for you and pray His blessing over you.

Ivor Kay
Church Council Chairman

churchcouncil@bpcc.com.au 
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Shai Linne: Reformed Theology in Rap
You read that right! Shai Linne is an incredibly talented rap artist, who presents 
theological truths in lyrical form with a precision and clarity which boggles the mind. 
In 2014, a doctoral candidate performed a study in which an algorithm objectively 
placed Shai Linne as the fourth best rapper in the world based on lyrical complexity! 
I’ve been listening to Shai for a few years, and I’ve found that I need to listen to each 
song several times to get a full appreciation for how much meaning is woven in. I 
particularly like his albums “Still Jesus”, and “Lyrical Theology” parts 1 & 2. Raps 
from Shai Linne make up a large part of my “Hippity Hoppity Which Poppity” playlist 
(I might link if asked nicely). 

Michael Card: A Lifelong Favourite
I consider Michael Card to be an incredibly underrated Christian artist, but that may 
be in large part due to the nostalgia factor- I grew up listing to his music, because he 
was one of my Mum’s favourite artists through my childhood. Michael Card has been 
releasing music for decades, and his style shifts a lot across his albums. Generally 
speaking, he has a simple folk-style. But Michael’s lyrics are the reason I’ve included 
him here. There is a simply incredible degree of theological depth in his music. This is 
because he carefully researched and soaked in Scripture, which he then condensed 
into music. This research and wisdom often spilled over into books which he wrote, 
often with the same title as his albums. I have too many favourites to list, but two 
particularly noteworthy albums are “Ancient Faith” (a journey through the Old 
Testament), and “Unveiled Hope” (on the book of Revelation). 

Meaningful 
Music 
I’m well-renowned for not being a great musician. The ability to create melodious 
sounds which seamlessly flow into one another is a talent which I evidently left behind 
for my younger siblings! However, I do love listening to music, especially music which 
communicates rich biblical meaning through both words and melody. 

There is something powerful about music: the way that it can stir the heart, move the 
affections, and at times even resound within the innermost parts of our being. It is an 
incredible gift from God, which some have the privilege of wielding and some (such as I) 
have the privilege of appreciating! 

So here I will share with you four very different artists who I appreciate for the way they 
weave rich truths of faith with inspiring musical melodies. 
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There are many other Christian artists I would 
recommend- Andrew Peterson, For King & Country, 
MercyMe, or Rend Collective for 
starters- but you are more likely to have 
heard of these, the above are a bit less 
common!

I hope that you enjoy having a listen to some 
new artists, let me know if you have a recommendation 
for me! 

The Gray Havens: Catchy Folk Pop
The Gray Havens are a folk pop duo, a couple who sing in an abstract way about 
life and faith with a particular focus on our emotional experience of faith. Much 
of their earlier work carries strong allusion to Christian themes also found in 
The Lord of the Rings (as does their name), which I particularly appreciate! 
Several songs from their 2018 album “She Waits” feature in one of my favourite 
playlists, “Amillenial Tunes for Reflective Afternoons” (this one will require a 
bribe to gain a link). They have recently been releasing a lot of music in a fresh 
style, so this is one to follow on Spotify! 

Sons of Korah: CRCA-born Psalmists 
Sons of Korah is a band which formed in the Reformed Theological College (our 
denomination-affiliated college in Victoria), which purely focuses on setting 
Psalms to music (in English) while retaining the words as closely as possible. 
They have a simple style, primarily vocals and guitars with the occasional drum 
or keys. We often preach on Psalms in church, exploring how they unpack the 
full range of human emotion expressed in faith. Hearing these Psalms sung with 
music which reflects the meaning can be uplifting, encouraging, reassuring, 
calming, or inspiring, depending on the Psalm! Some favourites of mine are 
their renditions of Psalm 16, Psalm 46b, and Psalm 99.

Nathanael Remminga

Youth Pastor

youth@bpcc.com.au
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Quilting Group

Meet in the hall every Monday 
9.00am—11.30am. 
This group works on a variety 
of projects and beginners are 
welcome. Cost is $5 per morning. 

For more information: 
Judy Stringer 
0421 686 909

B P C C  W O M E N

LADIES,	GET	YOUR	CHRISTMAS	SHOPPING	DONE	
AND	ENJOY	DOING	IT!	

Get together with your friends to enjoy some delicious, 
homemade afternoon tea and refreshments as you shop 
through some market stalls. There will also be a small talk 

on the theme of ‘Gift’ on the day.
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B P C C   M E N

Come and grab some food and specialty coffee and get to know 
some of the other men in our church. There will also be a 

Men’s Talk that will be relevant and helpful in your life. 

Start the weekend well with Men’s Breakfast!

Saturday 16th October at 7AM $5 for Breakfast
The Park - Specialty Coffee 10 Youngs Crossing Road, Bray Park

BEN@BPCC.COM.AU
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SINGLES

For all singles between the ages of 30—65.  
Join us  for  fellowship and share a meal together.  

10th October    21st November    19th December

For more information: 
Lyn Lodder  0408 879 001
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BPCC  SENIORS

FOR	MORE	INFORMATION:	
WWW.BPCC.COM.AU				3882	1989				OFFICE@BPCC.COM.AU

Conversation Club is for anyone aged 
over 65! Each fortnight, we will have a 
guest speaker and a sumptuous three 
course lunch to enjoy. It’s a wonderful 
way to connect, have fun, and enjoy a 

lovely meal together.
Fortnightly on Fridays  10am-1pm 

Cost: $5

Our Seniors gather together for 
a games morning full of fun and 
fellowship on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays of each month. 

They meet at 9.30am—11.30am in the 
church hall. All are welcome to attend.

Ladies Fellowship meet on the 3rd 
Wednesday of every month for Bible 

study and to share lunch together. The 
group starts at 10am and finishes at 

1pm at BPCC.

Meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of 
the month from 9.30am —11.30 am 
in the Jnr Kidz Church room. All are 

welcome to attend. Bring along your 
own project.
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YOUNG ADULTS

GET READY FOR A COUPLE OF AMAZING 
NIGHTS AWAY AT THE BEAUTIFUL CAMP 

SOMERSET!

You can expect the following things:
Beautiful Nature

Free Time
Fires and marshmallows

Activities and entertainment
Time drawing near to God in worship, prayer 

and teaching
Opportunities to build deeper friendships 

with your young adult community

Age: 18-30 (Sorry, no one under-18). Also, note that you 
will need some extra money for Saturday night as we 

will be having dinner off-site again.

RSVP’s close on 22nd October bpcc.com.au

School leavers - 30 years old 

 Growth Groups 
Social Events 

Join our 
Facebook Group: 

BPCC Young Adults (BYA)

Any other questions? 
ben@bpcc.com.au
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Nathanael Remminga

Youth Pastor

youth@bpcc.com.au

YOUTH

D&M’s can stand for both ‘Donuts & Milo’ 
and ‘Deep & Meaningful’- both happen 
here! This is a space for Yr. 7-9s to think 
about some basics of faith, and to start 
thinking about what it means for them to 
take responsibility for their own faith lives. 

This is a space for any high schoolers 
who are keen to follow Jesus and want 
to dig into what it means to follow him. 
We’d love to see you at Inspire! 

BPCCYouth
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 Parenting is never easy, but thinking through it Biblically and practically 
certainly helps. Geoff and Alicia Bongers have been running parenting 
courses for years in partnership with Growing Families Australia. Your 

family is unique, with its own unique ups and downs, 
so Geoff and Alicia run small classes in-person 

or online to suit your situation.

PREPARATION	FOR	PARENTING		
pre-birth to 5 months - as needed 

PREPARATION	FOR	THE	TODDLER	YEARS		
12 to 18 months

TODDLERHOOD	TRANSITIONS	
18 months to 3 years 

PARENTING	FROM	THE	TREE	OF	LIFE	
3 yrs to pre-teen 

Contact	Geoff	and	Alicia	today	on	0402	210	184	
or	at	bongers.family@bigpond.com

PARENTING

CHILD SAFETY

HOW	TO	REPORT	CONCERNS

We place a high value on providing safe 
programs for children and vulnerable 

people. If you have concerns regarding any 
of our ministry programs please contact our 

ChildSafe Coordinators 
childsafe@bpcc.com.au
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The Five Love Languages of Children 
(Gary Chapman and Ross Campbell)

Every child receives and expresses love best through one of five 
communication styles – quality time, words of affirmation, gift, 
acts of service and physical touch. These communication styles are 
called Love Languages. This book not only helps parents discover 
their child’s primary love language but also shows them how to 
‘speak’ it in such a way that their child will feel loved, respected and 
valued.
 

Personality Plus for Parents: Understanding What 
Makes Your Child Tick 
(Florence Littauer)

Part of being a great parent is understanding and respecting each 
child’s individuality. This book will help you identify and understand 
your child’s personality type so you can best nurture, discipline, 
and motivate him or her. It will give you practical insights for how to 
‘parent’ each of the different personality types.
 

Give Them Grace: Dazzling Your Kids with the Love 
of Jesus 
(Elyse M. Fitzpatrick & Jessic Thompson)

All of us want to raise good kids. And we want to be good parents. 
But what exactly do we mean by ‘good’? And is ‘being good’ really 
the point? Give Them Grace is a fresh perspective on parenting 
that shows us how to receive the gospel afresh and give grace in 
abundance, helping our children know the dazzling love of Jesus 
and respond with heartfelt obedience. 

Books for Parents
Parenting is hard – the late nights, the toilet training, the battles, the disciplining. But 
parenting is also full of great joy, laughter and love. I wanted to share with you a couple of 
books that have been really helpful for us in our parenting journey.

Caroline Brandon
Children’s	Ministry	Leader
Caroline@bpcc.com.au
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CHILDREN

Please check your children in at the Check-In Station in the church hall 
before Kidz Church each Sunday.

Check-in from:
	7.40am	for	the	8am	service											9.45am	for	the	10am	service
For more information on our Sunday Children’s programs please contact our 

Children’s Ministry Leader,  Caroline at caroline@bpcc.com.au

JUNIOR	KIDZ	CHURCH	

Jnr Kidz operates each 
Sunday during our 8am & 
10am services during the 

school term.

Children aged 3 years to 
Prep experience Bible 
teaching and activities 
in an age appropriate 
program that involves 

stories, music, play and 
craft activities. 

CRECHE

Our supervised creche 
program operates each 
Sunday during our 8am 

Service.
Children ages birth to 3 

years are welcome to join 
this play based program.

PARENTS	ROOM
If you would prefer to 

keep your child with you 
during the service, there is 
a parents room located off 

the church foyer.

KIDZ	CHURCH	

Kidz Church operates each 
Sunday during our 8am & 
10am services during the 

school term.

Children in Grades 1 - 6 
experience Bible teaching 

and activities in an age 
appropriate program.

The children start with their 
own worship service in The 

Shed before moving into 
small groups for the lesson 

time.

BPCC KIDZ CHURCHBPCC KIDZ CHURCH
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Kidz Church Term 4
“…and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the 

founder and perfector of our faith….” Hebrews 12:1

There are lots of places in the Bible where Jesus and others (Paul) talk about our 
life as a Christian or follower of God, being a lot like an athlete in training.

Just like an athlete keeps his/her eyes on the prize or goal, which in their case is 
winning the medal or ribbon or trophy, we are to keep our eyes on our goal of be-
coming more like Jesus and the prize of being in heaven with him one day.

Just like an athlete has to keep on running, keep on training, keep on going even 
when it’s hard and other things might distract him/her, we too are to keep on 
loving God and loving others and showing people around us what God is like, even 
when it’s hard.

Getting	on	the	right	track (Matt 7:13-14) 
Run to Win (1 Corinthians 9:24-27) 
The Spectators (Hebrews 11, 12:1) 
The Role Model (Hebrews 12:1-3) 
The	Relay	(2 Timothy 2:2) 
The Finish Line (2 Timothy 4:6-8) 

Junior Kidz Term 4
We are looking forward to an exciting term 4 in JKC. We will spend the first four Sundays 
learning about the New Testament church and how it began, before moving into our 
Christmas lessons. 

10/10 The Church Begins -  Acts 2

17/10 Peter & John at the Temple - Acts 3

24/10 Down the Wall (Paul) - Acts 9

31/10 Paul & Silas Praise God - Acts 16

7/11 The Candy Cane 
(using the Candy Cane to tell of the birth of Jesus)

14/11 Jingle all the Way 
(using Christmas bells to tell of the birth of Jesus)

21/11 The Joy of Christmas 
(using a gift to tell of the birth of Jesus)

28/11 Christmas Party
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Operation Christmas Child is a unique 
project of Samaritans’ Purse, that brings 
joy and hope to children in desperate 
situations around the world through 
gift-filled shoe boxes. The shoeboxes are 
distributed through the local churches 
where the children receiving the boxes 
are invited to be part of a gospel outreach 
program. It is here that the children hear 
about Jesus and His great love for them. 
Through this program many children and 
their families come to know Jesus as their 
personal Saviour. What a wonderful project 
to be a part of!

At the end of last term our Kidz Church 
children had an shoebox packing morning. 
All of the items donated by you, our 
wonderful church family, along with the 
crafts the children had prepared, were 
packed into shoeboxes. In total, the 
children packed 190 OCC shoeboxes. 
Thank you to all of you who knitted cuddly 
toys, sewed marble bags, made clothing, 
donated items, donated money and 
packed a box as part of our 2021 Operation 
Christmas Child appeal.

“We know what real love is because Jesus 
gave up His life for us. So, we also ought 
to give up our lives for our brothers and 
sisters. If someone has enough money to live 
well and sees a brother or sister in need but 
shows no compassion – how can God’s love 
be in that person? Dear children, let’s not 
merely say that we love each other, let us 
show the truth by our actions.” 
1 John 3:16-18

Caroline Brandon
Children’s	Ministry	Leader
Caroline@bpcc.com.au

Celebrating Operation 
Christmas Child 2021
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Girls in Grades 1-7. 
Helping girls to grow 
into who they were 
created to be, through 
friendships, games, 
crafts, camps and 
badges, all with a 
biblical focus.

For more information: 
gems@bpcc.com.au

Boys in Grades 2-6. 
Helping boys to 
discover more about 
themselves, the world 
they live in and the God 
who created it all.

For more information: 
cadets@bpcc.com.au
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‘What is God’s will for my life?’ You’ve 
either heard someone voice this ques-
tion or you’ve pondered it yourself. Of 
course, this is not surprising. We often 
want to know God’s will because we 
are often confronted with situations 
where it’s not clear. 

What should we study? Where should 
we study? What about a trade? Should 
we marry? Whom should we marry? 
Should we have kids? How many kids? 
What job should we take? Should we 
buy a house? Where should we buy a 
house? When should we retire? And 
on and on it goes. It’s no wonder we 
wonder about this question!

To make matters worse, we often 
imagine God’s will as a tightrope; one 
false step and we fall to our doom. In 
this way of thinking, every decision 
becomes potentially paralysing; we 
are shoehorned into the false dilemma 
of either discovering exactly what God 
wants us to do in every given situation 
or we fall out of God’s favour and God’s 
will. 

Of course, some of us swing to the oth-
er extreme. We imagine God doesn’t 
really care about the decisions or de-
tails of our lives, especially the seem-
ingly small ones. We don’t even bother 
to ask ourselves what God might want 

for us in any given situation, which 
James says is “arrogant”, even “evil” 
(James 4:16).

Both approaches to the will of God, 
either as a tightrope or as irrelevant, 
fall short and leave us stranded. The 
Bible shows us a better way.

One Will, Two Angles
Theologians talk about God’s singular 
will in two ways: his secret will and his 
revealed will. God’s secret will (some-
times called his will of decree) refers 
to his sovereign rule over all things; 
nothing happens outside of God’s per-
fect will and no one and nothing can 
thwart it (Is. 46:9-10). It is called God’s 
secret will precisely because it's kept 
secret from us. Yet God hasn't left us 
without guidance. God’s revealed will 
(sometimes called his will of desire) is 
what he’s made known to us in Scrip-
ture. The commands of the Bible serve 
as our guide to knowing and pleasing 
God. We see the secret and revealed 
will of God side-by-side most clearly in 
Deuteronomy 29:29: “The secret things 

belong to the Lord our God, but the 

things revealed belong to us and to our 

children for ever, that we may follow all 

the words of this law.”

The question is: How does this help us 
when we face a decision? 

What is God’s will 
for my life?
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Adam Schoenmaker
Lead Pastor

adam@bpcc.com.au

Focus on God’s Revealed Will
Perhaps ironically, and usually injuriously, our tendency is to focus on God’s secret 
will while neglecting his revealed will. We obsess over God’s hidden will for the 
future (Where does God want me to live?), while overlooking or even ignoring God’s 
revealed will in the present (How does God want me to live?). 

The solution, of course, is to shift our focus onto God’s revealed will; to diligently 
study and apply the commands and promises of Scripture. To know God’s will 
requires us to know God’s word (you may want to begin with Colossians 1:10, 
Romans 12:1, 14:18, 1 Thessalonians 2:4, 4:1-3, 1 Timothy 2:1–3, 1 Timothy 5:4, He-
brews 13:16, 1 John 3:22). And as we devote ourselves to God’s word, God’s Spirit 
will help us to discern God’s will and apply it to our lives. 

Trust God’s Secret Will
Of course, none of this means we forget about God’s secret will entirely. While God 
may not show us the whole picture or give us a step-by-step guide to our future, 
we can be confident that he sees it and knows it, and this should be enough for us. 
The one who sees all, knows all, and holds all, holds us. And so, we should trust 
him, knowing that he is working all things together for the good of those who love 
him (Rom. 8:28). 

While much more could be said, let me give the final word to Kevin De Young, who 
has written a helpful book on this topic (‘Just Do Something: A Liberating Approach 
to Finding God’s Will’): 

“God is not a Magic 8-Ball we shake up and peer into whenever we have a decision to 

make. He is a good God who gives us brains, shows us the way of obedience, and in-

vites us to take risks for Him. We know God has a plan for our lives. That’s wonderful. 

The problem is we think He’s going to tell us the wonderful plan before it unfolds. We 

feel like we can know—and need to know—what God wants every step of the way. But 

such preoccupation with finding God’s will, as well-intentioned as the desire may be, 
is more folly than freedom. The better way is the biblical way: Seek first the kingdom 
of God, and then trust that He will take care of our needs, even before we know what 

they are and where we’re going.”

Amen.

P.S. Courtney Doctor’s excellent article ‘God’s Will for Your Life Is More Obvious Than 

You Think’ at The Gospel Coalition (thegospelcoalition.org) was the inspiration for 
this one.



36

CARE MINISTRY

Our Care Team, led by our Deacons 
and Pastor Ben, serves the practical

needs of our church and local 
community. We mow people’s lawns,
cook meals, visit people in hospital 

and give out food hampers from our 
Community Cupboard every week.

Want to Get Involved ? 
We are always looking for volunteers 
and donations to support the work 

we do. If you would like to volunteer 
please contact 

Pastor Ben at ben@bpcc.com.au

Deacons

Jan 

Ball

Dirk

Kotze

Aleida 

Collinge

Alicia 

Bongers

It’s almost Christmas time! Each year we host a Christmas Dinner for families we have 
connected with through our Community Food Cupboard throughout the year.  Adults 
enjoy a beautiful sit-down dinner and kids enjoy a fun program run by BPCC Youth.

If you would like to help support this year’s dinner, please contact ben@bpcc.com.au.

Some of the areas we need help with are:
• Volunteering - Cooking, decorating, packing gifts etc.
• Donations - we will be giving families a small gift at the event, you can donate 

items or money towards purchase of these gifts.
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We Are Family
As a church we are a family. Healthy 

families know each other and love one
another. Our deacons have launched a 

new initiatitive called: ‘We Are Family’. This 
initiative is designed to remind those who 
are feeling disconnected that they are part 

of the family!

We want our elderly members and anyone 
else feeling disconnected to spend time 

with others in our church and to feel part 
of the family. Maybe you could visit an 
elderly person once a month, or bring 
them along to family gatherings as an 

‘adopted’ grandparent. Maybe you would 
like to meet someone for coffee to read a 
short Bible passage and pray with them. 
Or, maybe you’re reading this and you’re 
the one who feels disconnected. Maybe 

you can’t come along to services because 
of health issues or work schedules.

If you are feeling disconnected or you 
would like to join this team, please contact 

Pastor Ben at ben@bpcc.com.au 

Community 
Cupboard

Each week we provide emergency food 
hampers for people in need in our local 
area. If you’d like to donate food to our 
Community Cupboard we have a stand 
located in the church foyer that you 

can leave food on.

Items	we	need	regularly	are:

Tinned Items 
Cereals

Flour
Sugar

Pasta, Rice, Noodles
Sauces and Recipe Bases

Tea and Coffee
Toiletries 

If you’d prefer to donate money our 
bank account details are: 

Bray	Park	Community	Church
Deacons

BSB: 014 234
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You are the body of Christ Each 
one of you is a part of it. 

1 Corinthians 12:27

Better 

Together
There are many opportunities to get 
involved at BPCC and it is a great way 

to get to know other people.

Some Serving opportunities include

Children’s Ministries
Youth Ministries
Kitchen Helpers

Greeters
Barista’s
BBQer’s

Crossing Guards
Tech Team

Singers and Musicians
Photographers and Videographers

Senior’s Ministries
Community Food Relief

Maintenance Team
Care Team

Growth Groups
Prayer Team

To help you find a serving 
opportunity to suit you, email the 

church office at office@bpcc.com.au
or use the QR Code Below
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Adam Schoenmaker
Lead Pastor

adam@bpcc.com.au

Ben Fien
Community	Pastor
ben@bpcc.com.au

Emma Sunderland
Creative	Ministry	Leader
emma@bpcc.com.au

Caroline Brandon
Children’s	Ministry	Leader
caroline@bpcc.com.au

Nathanael Remminga
Youth Pastor

youth@bpcc.com.au

Joanna Smith
Office	Manager
office@bpcc.com.au

Staff Team

Contact Us
Church Council 

churchcouncil@bpcc.com.au
Meet monthly on the 2nd and 4th Monday

Office	Hours 9.00am - 3.00pm Mon-Fri
Phone 3882 1989   
Email	office@bpcc.com.au     
Web www.bpcc.com.au
Postal Address 
P.O. Box 3088  WARNER  QLD  4500
Facebook	Bray Park Community Church
Instagram brayparkcommunitychurch

Elders

Troy 
Sunderland

James
Lane

Ivor 
Kay

Josh
Brandon

Lorne 
Campbell

Brydon
Tweddell

Stephan
Chambers

Prayer

prayer@bpcc.com.au

Hayden Smith
Youth	Worker
hayden@bpcc.com.au

Juanita Struwig
Bookkeeper
accountant@bpcc.com.au

Natalie Van Egmond
Creative	Ministry	Assistant
natalie@bpcc.com.au

Kirsten Ventura
Graphic Designer

kirsten@bpcc.com.au
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