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Adam Schoenmaker
Lead Pastor

adam@bpcc.com.au

I know it’s a cliché but time certainly does fly when you’re having fun. This 
year has zoomed by (can you believe it’s July already?) and we’ve been having 
lots of fun (amongst lots of hard work). Earlier this year we moved from two 
services on a Sunday (9am and 6pm) to three services (8am, 10am, and 6pm) 
to make space for members to return and more people to join us, and it’s been 
wonderful to see the enthusiastic response (even from those at 8am on a cold, 
Sunday morning!). We’ve seen people re-connect with Jesus through Alpha, 
we’ve had new members join us, we’ve witnessed Ben’s ordination into gospel 
ministry, we’ve seen ministries grow and move forward, we’ve held our first 
instalment of Growth Group Leaders training, and more. It’s been busy and full 
and not always simple, but lots of fun. We give thanks to God for his ongoing 
goodness to us as a church.

We are also excited about what is to come. This term is a significant time in 
the life of our church. As I hope you know by now, on Sunday 18th of July we 
will celebrate our 30th anniversary on this campus. It will be almost 30 years 
to the day from when we held our first worship service in our current building 
(Sunday 16th July, 1991). A lot has happened in the last 30 years and many 
lives have been impacted and changed, and we want to look back and give 
thanks to God for all that he has done among and through us. 

We also want to take this opportunity to look forward and ask God to do even 
more among us and through us. We will kick-off a sermon series and release 
a booklet called ‘The Next 30’, which will launch our new purpose, priorities, 
and values and which will drive what we do and who we become in the years 
ahead. We are so grateful for the foundation that has been laid and we want 
to continue to build upon it as we move forward together, to see more people 
find life in Jesus and, ultimately, to bring glory to our great and gracious God.

I hope this edition of The Quarterly is helpful and encouraging for you. 
You’ll find more information about everything that is coming up in the life 
of our church this term. There are articles to help you in your journey of 
faith, information about our ministries, along with all of the events, sermon 
series, and programs that will be happening. As you read through all that is 
happening and coming up, can I encourage you to pray and ask God to do 
“…immeasurably more than all we ask 

or imagine, according to his power that 
is at work within us…” (Eph. 3:20).

Adam Schoenmaker
Lead Pastor

adam@bpcc.com.au

Office Manager
office@bpcc.com.au

C
Church Council 

Office Hours
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Instagram

From the Lead Pastor

Youth Worker
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Church Council 

churchcouncil@bpcc.com.au
Church Council meet on the 2nd and 4th 
Monday of each month

Office Hours 9.00am - 3.00pm Mon-Fri
Phone 3882 1989   
Email office@bpcc.com.au     
Web www.bpcc.com.au
Postal Address 
P.O. Box 3088  WARNER  QLD  4500
Facebook Bray Park Community Church
Instagram brayparkcommunitychurch

What’s On
6  Curry & Prayer

 22nd September

15 Membership Course 

 12th September

15 BPCC Women

 Wine & Cheese Event

 14th August

17 BPCC Men

 Men of Faith Conference

 28th August

19 Young Adult Socials

 31st July, 9th, 29th    
 August, 18th September

29 Youth Camp

 24th - 26th Spetember

Articles
8 Growth Groups

 Jacqui King

10 Reaching the Least Reached

 Mark Meenks

12 What is the Meaning of Life?

 Adam Schoenmaker

24  Operation Christmas Child

 Caroline Brandon

28  Cadet Camp

 Reuben, Stephen and Noah

30         Getting Ready to Worship 

              Together

 Emma Sunderland

Contact Us
Office Hours 
9.00am - 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday

Phone 3882 1989   
Email office@bpcc.com.au     
Web www.bpcc.com.au

@Bray Park Community Church

Ministries
5  Sunday Services

7 Growth Groups

14  Courses

16 BPCC Women & BPCC Men

18  Singles & Young Adults

20 Seniors

22 Children

28 Youth

32 Care Ministry
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MOVING FORWARD TOGETHER

SERMONS

Life in Jesus John 5:18-29
Life Together Colossians 3:12-17
Life for Others Philippians 2:1-16

  What you believe about the future shapes the way you live in 
the present.  Where you believe the world to be heading directs 

your path in the world today. According to 1 Thessalonians, among the 
earliest writings of the New Testament, the world is heading inexorably 
towards the return of Christ. In this letter, Paul writes to the persecuted 

Christians in Thessalonica, directing their gaze to the certain and glorious 
hope of Jesus’ return and the great incentive it provides to live lives marked by 

faith, hope, and love in the present. Join us as we journey through 
1 Thessalonians and discover what it means to be people of the future, marked 

by faith, hope, and love in the Lord Jesus, our returning King.
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SUNDAY SERVICES 
GATHER IN-PERSON
You can register for a Sunday service by 
using the links on the website or Church 

Center App or by calling  3882 1989. Spaces 
are limited, so registrations are essential. 

If you are unwell, please do not attend 
at this time and join us on Church Online 

instead.

Register for 8AM, 10AM or 6PM service at 
www.bpcc.com.au

(Registrations open at 10am each Tuesday)

GATHER ONLINE
Church Online will continue to be streamed 

at 8AM on our regular platforms. 

Join us on Facebook www.facebook.com/
BrayParkCommunityChurch

Join us on YouTube www.youtube.com 
search for Bray Park Community Church

Both links are accessible at 
www.bpcc.com.au

GIVING 
We believe that regular, joyful, and 

sacrificial giving is an act of worship and 
an offering of thanks to God who has given 

so generously to us. When we give, we 
are proclaiming our faith in God as the 

provider of all things and our belief in the 
importance of the church.

Direct Debit:

 BSB: 014 234          ACC: 367048692

Online: 

www.bpcc.com.au/give

CHURCH CENTER APP 
Download the Church Center App today! 
It makes registering for events or groups 
easy and we will be inviting you to join in 
the new directory feature on the APP in 

coming months.
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Join us in the Church hall on 

Wednesday 

22nd of September, 7pm 

We would love for you to join us in the church hall for 
curry and rice, followed by a time of prayer.

What a great opportunity to get together as a Church 
family for a meal and chat as well as join our hearts 
together as we pray for each other, the church, the 

local community, our nation and God’s world.

If you’re able to make a curry
 to share, contact Emma 
(emma@bpcc.com.au).
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Monday
BPCC Women 
Sermon Based

1pm-2pm

BPCC Young Adults 
Sermon Based

7pm—9pm

Tuesday
Men & Mates

Sermon Based
6am—7am

Wednesday
Inspire Youth 

Sermon Based
7pm—9pm 

Ladies Bible Study Fellowship
7pm—9pm

Bray Park Growth Group
Sermon Based

7pm—9pm

Cashmere Growth Group
Sermon Based
7.15pm—9pm

Thursday
Ladies Know Your 

Bible
9am—11am

Friday
Ladies Care/Share 

Fortnightly
9am—11am

Interested in joining a Growth Group?
 

Please visit www.bpcc.com.au or email ben@bpcc.com.au for more information. 

Join a Growth 
Group today! 

Growth Groups are the 
main way we pursue 

growth as disciples in our 
church. In these groups, 

we open up the Bible 
together, pray together, 
support each other and 
think creatively about 

how we can get involved 
in God’s mission.

Contact Pastor Ben today 
to get involved! 

ben@bpcc.com.au



8

It’s 6:00pm on a Monday and I’ve just clicked ‘send’ on 
my last work email. I quickly gather my belongings, offer 
hasty goodbyes and see you tomorrows to my beleaguered 
colleagues, and rush out the door. My mind is already outside 
of the school gates when my phone buzzes and I see my 
husband has texted asking what snacks we could serve for our 
Growth Group. I’m sure some of us know the feeling I’m about 
to describe. Maybe it’s the same reason Growth Groups are a 
challenge. An involuntary wave of weariness and guilt hits me 
in the carpark. Weariness because all I wanted in that moment 
was to spend my evening splayed on a couch watching the 
latest episode of mindless TV. Guilt because I knew better. 

I first joined a Growth Group in 2014. It was a beautiful mix of 
funny, intelligent, brave, and kind young adult women. Back 
then, I was at Uni studying a degree I didn’t love and had a 
faith that was dormant from years of taking Jesus for granted. 
God couldn’t have placed me in a better Growth Group at my 
personal crossroad. Growth Group gave me a safe space to 
communicate my moments of heartbreak, joy, doubts in faith 
and blessed assurance. My relationship with God was nurtured 
in those few hours, once a week, in the church building with 
quiet lighting. But Growth Groups did something more than just 
cultivate my personal faith and development. It took away the 
focus on me, myself, and I. 

From 1938 to 2013, a 75-year-old research-project by the 
Harvard Study of Adult Development tracked the lives of 268 
Harvard second-year students from the Great Depression to 
the modern age. According to their findings, the secret to a 
happy and long life was relationships. Of the men who lived the 
longest, they found that “Close relationships, more than money 
or fame” were what kept them happy. Amazingly, those ties 
protected them from “life’s discontents...delayed mental and 
physical decline” and were “better predictors of long happy 
lives than social class, IQ or even genes.”  

Professor Waldinger, who led the study, reminds us that “It’s 
easy to get isolated, to get caught up in work” and neglect 
our need for investing in our inter-personal relationships and G
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community. This shouldn’t come as a surprise to us Christians when the Bible 
already admonishes and encourages us to not neglect to meet together, as is 
the habit of some (Hebrews 10:24-25), bear one another’s burdens (Galatians 
6:2) and to not look to our own interests, but also the interests of others 
(Philippians 2:3-16). 

What Growth Group offers is more than just a place to get ‘plugged in’. It will 
foster a rich prayer life. Ours is supported by a Growth Group messenger chat 
where members share vulnerable needs or anecdotes of gratitude. Growth 
Group takes the initial fellowship we experience at a Sunday Service and builds 
genuine friendships, good conversation, and rejoicing in God’s goodness (after 
confessing we lack our own). 

As I stood in that carpark and dug my keys out of my bag, I reminded myself 
that I never ever regretted the time spent on a Monday evening with my Growth 
Group, nor the friendships and familial ties I now have because of it. I reply to 
my husband’s text with “Cookies and Hot Choccies?” and look forward to the 
warm hugs and candour that will greet me when I get home. 

The Growth Group I now attend and have the privilege of co-leading brought 
together different people who on the surface, didn’t have too much in 
common. But despite our diversity in ages and life stages, we are united by 
our desire to grow in love and likeness of our Saviour, Jesus. A unity so strong 
because it’s His ultimate love and work that binds us. It’s the way God made us. 
My hope and prayer is that this encourages you to jump in and join a Growth 
Group if you haven’t already. To experience a church body with no division, that 
honours and cares for one another. Trust me. Better yet, trust God who created 
you for community and more. You won’t regret it.

Jacqui King
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The Meenks family - On a journey to Thailand

Mark and Nyomie Meenks are members of Redlands Christian 
Reformed Church, and Appointees with SIM, preparing to go 
to Thailand for long-term mission in 2022 with their four kids. 
In 2018, the family started from Melbourne on a trip around 
Australia in their camper trailer. What was planned to be a 
three year trip was cut short to five months, as they sensed 
the Lord’s call to stop travelling and start preparing for 
overseas mission. What happened on that trip? The short 
version: God overcame an enduring fear of the “what ifs”, 
commanded obedience to a Kingdom-focused outlook, and 
stirred their hearts for the unreached people of Thailand.
Since stopping in Brisbane, the family have connected with 
SIM, whose focus as a mission agency is to make disciples 
of Christ in communities where He is least known, and to 
communicate the Gospel in word and deed. 

Currently, Mark is using his background in counselling to 
support people experiencing homelessness, while Nyomie 
has been serving the youth of her church and has provided 
English teaching to refugees. As the Meenks family take their 
next steps towards Thailand, they are looking at ways that 
the body of Christ can serve together as partners in the Lord’s 
mission to reach the nations. 

Scan the QR 

code to donate
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Hope for Life Thailand -
 in partnership with SIM

Back in 2019, the Meenks family travelled 
to Thailand to meet with Hope for Life  
Thailand, a SIM partner ministry in Chiang 
Mai. They heard about the general lack of 
access to the Gospel in Thailand, as well 
as the stigma and prevalence of HIV. 

Hope for Life Thailand (team pictured 
below) is a Thai-led ministry that aims 
to see the hope of Christ lived out 
among people and families experiencing 
brokenness, with a focus on those 
impacted by HIV. Their vision is carried 
out through three key focus areas: 
providing care and support for people 
impacted by HIV; prevention work in the 
wider community; and equipping the 
church to respond to issues of brokenness 
in their communities. 

In Thailand, Mark and Nyomie will be 
able to use their gifts and skills to support 
the Hope for Life team in their work 
and maximise their impact. This will be 
through counselling training, English 
teaching, HIV support and family ministry. 

Bringing the Gospel to unreached people 
takes the whole body of Christ working 
together. As they go, you can  
partner by keeping the family and the 
Gospel work in your prayers, staying 
in touch as you receive their prayer 
letter (email Nyomie.Meenks@sim.org), 
and joining their team as a financial 
supporter. Your gift, either once-off or 
ongoing, will make a huge difference. 

Please consider giving, to make it 
possible for the Meenks family to get to 
Thailand.

Mission Matters 2021: 

SAVED FOR MISSION 

24th-26th September

Jesus has called His church to be a part 

of the privilege of the Great  

Commission, to go into ALL the world 

preaching, teaching and making  

disciples. 

Mission Matters is a weekend event 

designed to encourage, challenge 

and equip the next generation of 

missionaries and mission leaders as we  

explore and take our next steps in 

cross-cultural missions.

• Come and hear from Wesley 

Redgen and Nataliya Osipova as 

they speak on the big picture of 

mission. 

• Meet and chat with missionaries 

and missional organisations and 

hear first-hand accounts of those 

who have served cross-culturally.

• Elective sessions are available, 

with opportunities for small group 

discussion and Q&A time with 

mission representatives.

For more information, visit 

www.missionmatters.org.au
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What is the meaning of life? This is most certainly one of the most important 
questions any person can ask and answer. It’s a question that has occupied and 
flummoxed artists, authors, poets, philosophers, theologians, scientists, and most 
of humankind for most of human history. 

It is essential for us to explore this question (and I believe there is a good answer 
to this question), but it’s not the question I want to consider here—at least not 
directly. Instead, I’m interested specifically in what the Bible has to say about the 
term ‘life’. What does the Bible mean when it refers to ‘life’ (as it so often does) and 
why does it matter? 

The word life occurs 544 times in the Bible—343 times in the Old Testament and 
201 times in the New Testament (according to my Bible software). Of course, many 
of these instances refer to purely physical life, to the fact of our existence (e.g., Gen. 
2:7, Acts 3:15, James 4:14). But many go beyond this; to the reality of spiritual life. 
It’s this spiritual aspect of life that is important for us to consider because it is this 
spiritual life that is the answer to our biggest questions and deepest longings. 

In fact, it’s not a stretch to say that the term ‘life’ in the Bible (spiritually speaking) 
is really a shorthand way to describe the entire experience of salvation and 
relationship with God from beginning to end (consider John 20:31). Consider the 
following ways the Bible speaks about the nature of spiritual life:

It is new life
When someone places their faith in Jesus, the Bible says they have become a 
“new creation” (2 Cor. 5:17), they have been “born again” (John 3:3, 1 Peter 1:3), 
they have been “made alive” (Eph. 2:5, Col. 2:13), they have crossed over “from 

death to life” (John 5:24). In other words, when someone is united to Christ by faith 
something new and something decisive happens. This is why in Acts 5 when the 
angel instructs the apostles to go and share the good news about Jesus they say, 
“Go, stand in the temple courts… and tell the people all about this new life” (v.20). 
According to the Bible, life in Christ is new life.

What is the 
Meaning of ‘Life’?
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Adam Schoenmaker
Lead Pastor

adam@bpcc.com.au

It is true life
In 1 Timothy 6, the Apostle Paul distinguishes between life defined by this world 
(in this instance, a life characterised by greed) and “the life that is truly life” (v.19). 
He is referring to a new way of life that is different to those around us and defined 
by our new relationship to God. This true life is a life lived in obedience to God our 
Father (John 1:12-13), in union with Christ our Saviour (Rom. 6:3-5), and in step 
with the Spirit our Helper (Rom. 8:5-6, 9-16, Gal. 5:25,). This is the same reality 
Jesus spoke about in John 10 when he said, “The thief comes only to steal and 

kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” (v.10). 
According to the Bible, life in Christ is true life.

It is eternal life
Perhaps the most well-known verse in the Bible is John 3:16: “For God so loved 

the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 

perish but have eternal life”. If you asked most people to define eternal life they 
would likely say everlasting life, which is correct but not complete. Jesus defined 
eternal life this way in John 17: “Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the 

only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent” (v.3). Biblically speaking, 
eternal life refers to both the quantity of life in Christ and its quality—it is life with 
God, which is both full and forever. According to the Bible, life in Christ is eternal 
life.

It is for these reasons and more that we have used the term ‘life in Jesus’ to 
summarise our purpose. If you haven’t already come across it, our new purpose 
statement is this: ‘To help more people find life in Jesus’. This simply and 
succinctly summarises the Bible’s message of salvation, the heartbeat of our life 
together, and the mission we want to devote ourselves to in the years ahead. 
Because life in Jesus is relevant and ultimate for every person alive today. To use 
the words of John 1:4 about Jesus: 

“In him was life, and that life was 
the light of all mankind.” 

Amen. 
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FINANCIAL HEALTH COURSE
Want to learn more about how to manage your money wisely and Biblically? Alex Cook from 

Wealth With Purpose runs a free online course that you can take part in any time you like.

• How to get control over your cash
• Reshape your thinking about money based on God’s word
• Making sure you’re prepared for a rainy day
• Knowing the right financial goals to set and how to ensure you reach them
• Building a kingdom vision for your finances
• How intimacy with God impacts your financial situation

Sign up for the course here: www.wealthwithpurpose.com/mini-course/

COURSES

If you're thinking about getting married, or you are already married, these free
courses are perfect for you. You can sign up and watch the videos anytime to invest in these 

significant relationships.
Marriage Course

www.htb.org/marriage
The Marriage Course is a series of seven

sessions, designed to help couples
invest in their relationship and build a

strong marriage.

Pre-Marriage Course

www.htb.org/premarriage
The Pre-Marriage Course is a series

of five sessions, designed for couples
considering marriage and wishing to

build a strong and lasting relationship
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Want to explore more about life, faith and meaning? Alpha is the perfect course for you. 
Alpha provides you with a relaxed environment to be able to share your opinions and 

questions without judgment. Come along, enjoy a free dinner and discuss more about life’s 
big questions!

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST CONTACT BEN@BPCC.COM.AU

To be a member at BPCC is to be an all-in follower of Jesus and an all-in partner in his 
mission of making disciples. Membership is not for the perfect Christian, but it is for the 

Christian who genuinely wants to put down roots at BPCC and become a committed part of 
the family.

If you’d like to know more about what membership involves, or how to become a member, 
join us for our upcoming membership course.

SUNDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER  I   11.15AM   I   IN THE SHED

Register at bpcc.com.au or email office@bpcc.com.au
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Quilting Group

Meet in the hall every Monday 
9.00am—11.30am. 
This group works on a variety of 
projects and beginners are welcome. 
Cost is $5 per morning. 

For more information: 
Judy Stringer 
0421 686 909

B P C C  W O M E N

Craft Group (Senior Ladies)
Meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of 
the month from 9.30am —11.30 am 
in the Jnr Kidz Church room. All are 
welcome to attend. Bring along your 
own project.

For more information: 
Church Office 3882 1989
office@bpcc.com.au
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B P C C   M E N

MEN OF FAITH CONFERENCE

What makes a man truly masculine? A man should be defined 
by his character - not his hobbies, wealth, or feats of physical 
strength. In this conference, we will hear teaching from pastor 
and best-selling author Paul David Tripp to help us understand 
the Bible’s teaching on manhood and what Jesus commands 

from our lives.

Saturday 28th August
8AM - 12PM

$10 Per Person 
Lunch and Refreshments Provided

Bray Park Community Church

REGISTER AT BPCC.COM.AU
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SINGLES

For all singles between the ages of 30—65.  
Join us  for  fellowship and share a meal together.  

15th August 12th September      10th October

For more information: 
Lyn Lodder  0408 879 001

The thief comes only to steal and kill 
and destroy; I have come that they 

may have life, and have it to the full.
John 10:10
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YOUNG ADULTS

BYA is the community of young 
adults (school leavers - 30 years old) 

at our church. We meet in Growth 
Groups on a week-to-week basis 

and regularly get together for social 
events and also have a camp each 

year. 
To stay connected with what’s 

happening join our 
Facebook Group: 

BPCC Young Adults (BYA)

Any other questions? 
ben@bpcc.com.au

Remain Convention 

2022

6 Jan 2022  – 11 Jan 2022 
Ages 16-28

Bendena Gardens 
Stanwell Tops, 

New South Wales, Australia

www.crcayouthconvention.com.au
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BPCC  SENIORS

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

WWW.BPCC.COM.AU    3882 1989    OFFICE@BPCC.COM.AU

Conversation Club is for anyone aged 
over 65! Each fortnight, we will have a 
guest speaker and a sumptuous three 
course lunch to enjoy. It’s a wonderful 
way to connect, have fun, and enjoy a 

lovely meal together.
Fortnightly on Fridays  10am-1pm 

Cost: $5

Our Seniors gather together for 
a games morning full of fun and 
fellowship on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays of each month. 

They meet at 9.30am—11.30am in the 
church hall. All are welcome to attend.

Ladies Fellowship meet on the 3rd 
Wednesday of every month for Bible 

study and to share lunch together. The 
group starts at 10am and finishes at 

1pm at BPCC.

Meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of 
the month from 9.30am —11.30 am 
in the Jnr Kidz Church room. All are 

welcome to attend. Bring along your 
own project.
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 Parenting is never easy, but thinking through it Biblically and practically 
certainly helps. Geoff and Alicia Bongers have been running parenting 
courses for years in partnership with Growing Families Australia. Your 

family is unique, with its own unique ups and downs, 
so Geoff and Alicia run small classes in-person 

or online to suit your situation.

PREPARATION FOR PARENTING  

pre-birth to 5 months - as needed 

PREPARATION FOR THE TODDLER YEARS  
12 to 18 months

TODDLERHOOD TRANSITIONS 
18 months to 3 years 

PARENTING FROM THE TREE OF LIFE 
3 yrs to pre-teen 

Contact Geoff and Alicia today on 0402 210 184 
or at bongers.family@bigpond.com

PARENTING

CHILD SAFETY

HOW TO REPORT CONCERNS

We place a high value on providing safe 
programs for children and vulnerable 

people. If you have concerns regarding any 
of our ministry programs please contact our 

ChildSafe Coordinators 
childsafe@bpcc.com.au
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CHILDREN

Please check your children in at the Check-In Station in the church hall 
before Kidz Church each Sunday.

Check-in from:
 7.40am for the 8am service           9.45am for the 10am service

For more information on our Sunday Children’s programs please contact our 
Children’s Ministry Leader,  Caroline at caroline@bpcc.com.au

JUNIOR KIDZ CHURCH 

Jnr Kidz operates each 
Sunday during our 8am & 
10am services during the 

school term.

Children aged 3 years to 
Prep experience Bible 
teaching and activities 
in an age appropriate 
program that involves 

stories, music, play and 
craft activities. 

CRECHE

Our supervised creche 
program operates each 
Sunday during our 8am 

Service.
Children ages birth to 3 

years are welcome to join 
this play based program.

PARENTS ROOM
If you would prefer to 

keep your child with you 
during the service, there is 
a parents room located off 

the church foyer.

KIDZ CHURCH 

Kidz Church operates each 
Sunday during our 8am & 
10am services during the 

school term.

Children in Grades 1 - 6 
experience Bible teaching 

and activities in an age 
appropriate program.

The children start with their 
own worship service in The 

Shed before moving into 
small groups for the lesson 

time.

BPCC KIDZ CHURCHBPCC KIDZ CHURCH
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Girls in Grades 1-7. 
Helping girls to grow 
into who they were 
created to be, through 
friendships, games, 
crafts, camps and 
badges, all with a 
biblical focus.

For more information: 
gems@bpcc.com.au

Boys in Grades 2-6. 
Helping boys to 
discover more about 
themselves, the world 
they live in and the God 
who created it all.

For more information: 
cadets@bpcc.com.au
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Operation Christmas child is a unique 
project of Samaritans’ Purse, that 
brings joy and hope to children in 
desperate situations around the world 
through gift-filled shoe boxes. BPCC has 
been involved in OCC for a number of 
years now and have packed hundreds 
of shoeboxes. This year we are again 
looking forward to being part of this 
amazing mercy project.

Kidz church will spend all of term 3 
preparing and sorting items for the 
shoeboxes. We’ll be hand printing the 
inside of shoeboxes, writing letters, 
covering and decorating exercise 
books, making marble bags, lego kits, 
pacing pencil cases and much more. On 

12th Sept, the children will have a busy 
and fun morning packing the items into 
shoeboxes. What a great way to involve 
our children in the joy of giving.

There are a number of ways you can be 
involved – donate items, donate money 
or pack a shoebox. We welcome any 
donations of suitable items throughout 
the months of July and August 
(suggestions on next page). Kidz church 
will pack them into boxes for you. 
Collection points will be in the church 
foyer, office or at Kidz church sign on. 
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If you would like to give money toward 
the costs of OCC, there will be donation 
tins at the Connections Centre, church 
foyer and at Kidz church sign on. Or you 
can use the EFTPOS machine and mark 
it as ‘OCC Shoebox Appeal’.

You might like to pack your own 
shoebox. Boxes will be available from 
the Connections Centre. Decide who 
your shoebox will go to – a boy or a 
girl? Aged 2 -4, or 5 – 9 or 10 – 14 yrs. 
Fill your shoebox with something from 
each of the categories – something 
to love (cuddle), something to wear, 
something for school, something to 
play with, something for personal 
hygiene and something special. You 
might like to include a photo of yourself 
and a letter to the child. Each box costs 
$10 postage. You can either include 
$10 cash in your box or go to the OCC 
website and pay online. Be sure to print 
the paid postage label and attach it to 
your shoebox. Please pray for the child 
who will receive your shoebox gift. 
Return your box to BPCC in October 
(date yet to be finalised).

A small shoebox can have a big impact. 
What goes into the box is fun, but what 
comes out of it is eternal. Be a part 
of changing children’s lives all over 
the world in Jesus’ Name through the 
power of a simple gift with Operation 
Christmas Child.

Caroline Brandon
Children’s Ministry Leader
Caroline@bpcc.com.au
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Reuben - Age 9 
On Cadet camp, it was really fun. We mostly sat around the fire. We 
did our fire-building badge and archery badge. Sleeping was the 
worst part. Lazer tag and archery was the best. Night mode on lazer 
tag was the most fun. My favourite thing we ate was probably the 
donuts. We ate a lot of lollies like marshmallows, jelly beans and 
another one, I don’t remember the name of it. We only went for two 
nights. I ate a lot of fruit. The Cadet camp was fun.

Stephen - Age 7 
On Cadet camp my 2 brothers 

were there and I went to 
Cadet camp this year. It was 

my first time and I loved it. It 
was awesome! It was held in 

Kurwongbah at Scouts Road. 
We did archery and we hiked 

and sat around the fire and 
talked and had lollies. We also 

played lazer tag an went to 
bed late. We had a pillow fight 

too. My favourite part was 
EVERYTHING!

Our Cadets had a great time at their annual camp in Term 2. 
Here are some memories shared by a few of the boys who went along.

Cadet Camp 
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Noah - Age 11
At my cadet camp, five fabulous 
councillors dedicated two nights and two 
days so a group of cadets kids could have 
lots of fun. And us cadets kids sure did! 

From eating bacon and eggs to playing 
laser tag, everyone, especially me, enjoyed 
the weekend. 

First, once we had arrived, we were told to 
put our luggage in this amazing cabin with 
at least fifteen beds. And guess what? They 
were double bunk! But, because of Covid 
nobody slept below or above anyone. After 
that we played spotlight and then we were 
called in for dinner which was made by 
the councillors. After a delicious meal we 
all went back to the cabin and it was lights 
out. 

The next day we started hiking at nine 
and we hiked to a place where we learnt 
archery. The people who ran the archery 
school were pretty serious. They taught 
us how to shoot properly and told us all 
the safety tips. Then, after what felt like 
decades, we could finally practice. 

Soon after, we hiked back to camp where 
we had a wonderful surprise. It was 
laser tag! The best bit of camp that I can 
remember except for archery. After heaps 
of fake killing and dodging shots, it was 
time for dinner. But the fun wasn’t over. 
After a full belly we played more laser tag 
and after all that we sure were tired! 

The next day, after playing even more laser 
tag, it was time to pack up and go. Now 
THAT, was a good weekend! 

Cadets is our mid-week ministry for Primary aged boys. They meet fortnightly on Thursday 
nights at the church for games, badge work, activities and supper, as well as enjoying camps 

and outings across the year. 
To find out more contact Nathan at cadets@bpcc.com.au
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It seems crazy that we are already more than half 
way through 2021. So much has already happened in 
youth ministry this year and we haven’t even gotten 
to youth camp yet! We’ve got plenty lined up for Term 
3, and here I’ll share with you a bit about what we’re 
going to be getting up to. You can also check out the 
theme for each week on the Term Plan 

Friday Night Youth is all about being an engaging, 
Jesus-focused space where anyone in high school can 
come along, be welcomed into a caring community, 
have fun with their friends, and hear the basics about 
what Christians believe. 

We’ll be kicking off with Term 3 with ‘Food Frenzy’- 
an activity night which will challenge everyone to 
showcase their best (and worst) cooking skills. There 
is also an offsite night, Disco party, and our inaugural 
Revive youth event at the end of term! 

This term we are launching a new course, titled 
‘Christian Sexuality’. The name really says it all: this is 
a 12 part course exploring what the Bible says about 
sexuality, and how we can apply that to our lives in 
the 2020’s. Teaching in this area has sometime been a 
bit ordinary in churches, so we’ve spent a lot of time 
checking out this course carefully- and we reckon 
it is excellent! The content is biblically grounded, 
presented in an approachable and relevant way, and 
is practical and useful. 

We’ll only be running this course for Year 9 -12s 
(Yr. 7- 9s will have some different content), and we’ll 
only be using 3 sessions each term for a start. 

Nathanael Remminga

Youth Pastor

youth@bpcc.com.au

YOUTH
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Another big event coming up is Youth Camp! The theme for camp this year is IMAGE, 
and it is on from September 24-26 (the middle weekend of school holidays). We’ll be 

heading up to Apex Mudjimba, on the Sunshine Coast, for a weekend of fun activities, 
delicious food, great times with friends, and powerful messages from guest speaker 

Stephen Khu, the Executive Director at City on a Hill, Brisbane! It is going to be a great 
weekend, so make sure you don’t miss out!

The cost is $135, but you get a $10 discount if you register before August 8. 
If you are keen, just email youth@bpcc.com.au, or head to the 

events section on the church website. www.bpcc.com.au

D&M’s can stand for both ‘Donuts & Milo’ 
and ‘Deep & Meaningful’- both happen 
here! This is a space for Yr. 7-9s to think 
about some basics of faith, and to start 
thinking about what it means for them to 
take responsibility for their own faith lives. 

This is a space for any high schoolers 
who are keen to follow Jesus and want 
to dig into what it means to follow him. 
We’d love to see you at Inspire! 
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What’s your usual routine when getting 
ready for Church on Sunday? We all make 
sure we’re dressed, teeth brushed (I hope!) 
and kids out the door on time. But what 
about your heart? What about your thinking 
of others and how you’ll bless them before, 
during, and after the service? I believe these 
are important questions for us to think 
about as we prepare for corporate worship 
each week.

I’ve written about this topic before and 
when I came across this article I was once 
again gently reminded to think about how 
I prepare my heart for corporate worship. 
I was also challenged to think about how I 
consider others and how I’ll be a blessing 
to them during this time together. Below 
are six suggestions David Mathis writes on 
how we can think well of and for others in 
corporate worship.

1. Arrive early.
Not only does early arrival keep you from 
distracting others by coming in late after 
the service has started, but it also enables 
you to greet others and extend to them a 
welcome as they arrive. Ain’t no shame in 
coming early for some social time. God’s 
happy when his children love each other.
Also, arriving early (rather than late) helps 
us remember that the whole service is 

worship, not just the sermon. Even though 
we’d never say it, sadly we sometimes 
function as if everything before the sermon 
is some added extra or just the warm up for 
the preaching. 

2. Park far, sit close.
This is one practical way to count others 
more significant than yourselves, and look 
not only to your own interests, but also to 
the interests of others (Philippians 2:3-4). 
Parking far leaves the better spots in the 
lot for those arriving after you, and sitting 
close leaves the seats near the doors easily 
accessible.

3. Participate heartily.
“Heartily” is an attempt to communicate a 
balanced kind of engaged participation—
not being a mere spectator and not being 
that guy singing with the out-of-control 
volume. The problem of over-participating 
speaks for itself (quite literally), but in 
regard to under-participating, note that you 
are actually robbing others of the value of 
corporate worship when you don’t engage. 
Your presence is a part, and your voice is a 
part as well. The experience of corporate 
worship is enriched when all the attendees 
participate.

Getting Ready to 
Worship Together
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4. Smile.
I’m not counseling you to fake it or put 
on airs. Corporate worship is a time for 
gladness and excitement, not dourness 
and mere duty. Try to make the most of 
your morning before attending corporate 
worship, and let your gladness be 
contagious. Like George Mueller, seek to 
get your soul happy in Jesus, and ask God 
for help to spill over some of your soul 
satisfaction on others.

5. Stay late and 
    engage others.
Come on the look for people, transition 
Godward in the worship gathering, and 
leave on the look for others. Some of the 
most significant conversations in the life 
of the church happen immediately after 
worship gatherings. Relationally, this is one 
of the most strategic times during the week 
to be available and on the lookout for

• new faces you can make feel welcomed
• old faces you can connect with
• hurting people you can comfort
• happy people you can be encouraged 

by.

Sometimes you just gotta go after a service. 
We get it. That’s okay. There are special 
events, or unusual demands, or seasons of 
life with small, antsy children. But if you’re 
bouncing out the doors every week as soon 
as possible after the services ends (or even 
before it’s over), you’re at least not making 
the most of corporate worship.

6. Come to receive 
from God and give to 
others.
This is the banner over all the other charges. 
Come to corporate worship on the lookout 
for feeding on God and his grace, and on 
the lookout for giving grace to others. Come 
to be blessed by God, and to bless others. 
Receive from him, give to them.

We’re prone to get this backwards. We come 
to worship thinking that we’re somehow 
giving to God, and we subtly expect we’ll be 
receiving from others. We desperately need 
to turn that pattern on its head.
The God we worship is one not “served 
by human hands, as though he needed 
anything, since he himself gives to all 
mankind life and breath and everything” 
(Acts 17:25). And when he came in the flesh, 
he did so “not to be served but to serve, and 
to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 
10:45). Beware coming to corporate worship 
to serve God. But by all means, come on 
the lookout to serve others. Worshiping 
God and building up others aren’t mutually 
exclusive but come to their fullness 
together.

We give to one another as we together come 
to receive from God our soul’s satisfaction. 
We kill both the vertical and horizontal of 
corporate worship when we come looking 
to give to God and receive from others.

I look forward to seeing you on Sunday, 
friends. Let’s come with a ready heart and a 
disposition to be a blessing to one another. 

Emma Sunderland
Creative Ministry Leader

emma@bpcc.com.au
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CARE MINISTRY
Our Care Team, led by Pastor Ben 

and our Deacons, serves the practical 
needs of our church and local 

community. We mow people's lawns, 
cook meals, visit people in hospital 

and open up a Community Cupboard 
where people doing it tough can 

receive a food hamper with a warm 
smile.

Want to Get Involved ? 
We are always looking for volunteers 
and donations to support the work 

we do. If you would like to volunteer 
please contact 

Pastor Ben at ben@bpcc.com.au

Love in the Name of Christ 
(LINC)

LINC is a network of churches linked 
together to provide transport by volunteer 
drivers. Members of our church have been 
involved in running and volunteering with 

LINC for many years. Please feel free to offer 
LINC’s services to anyone in need. You can 
access their service by calling 3204 4588 or 
emailing lincpinerivers.callcentre@gmail.

com

Want to Help?

If you would like to volunteer to drive 
with LINC please contact Steve at 

howarthsteve85@gmail.com

Deacons

Jan 
Ball

Dirk
Kotze

Aleida 
Collinge

Alicia 
Bongers
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We Are Family
As a church we are a family. Healthy 

families know each otherand love one 
another. Our deacons are launching a new 

initiatitive called: ‘We Are Family’. This 
initiative is designed to remind those who 
are feeling disconnected that they are part 

of the family! 

We want our elderly members and anyone 
else feeling disconnected to spend time 

with others in our church and to feel part 
of the family. Maybe you could visit an 
elderly person once a month, or bring 
them along to family gatherings as an 

‘adopted’ grandparent. Maybe you would 
like to meet someone for coffee to read a 
short Bible passage and pray with them. 
Or, maybe you’re reading this and you’re 
the one who feels disconnected. Maybe 

you can’t come along to services because 
of health issues or work schedules.

If you are feeling disconnected or you 
would like to join this team, please contact 

Pastor Ben at ben@bpcc.com.au 

Food Cupboard
Each week we provide emergency food 
hampers for peopl in need in our local 
area.If you’d like to donate food to our 
Community Cupboard we have a stand 
located in the church foyer that you 

can leave food on.

Items we need regularly are:

Tinned Items 
Cereals

Flour
Sugar

Pasta, Rice, Noodles
Sauces and Recipe Bases

Tea and Coffee
Toiletries 

If you’d prefer to donate money our 
bank account details are: 

Bray Park Community Church

Deacons

BSB: 014 234

ACC: 3670 42426
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Get Involved!
There are many opportunities to get 
involved at BPCC and it is a great way 

to get to know other people.

Some Serving opportunities include

Children’s Ministries
Youth Ministries
Kitchen Helpers

Greeters
Barista’s
BBQer’s

Crossing Guards
Tech Team

Singers and Musicians
Photographers and Videographers

Senior’s Ministries
Community Food Relief

Maintenance Team
Care Team

Growth Groups
Prayer Team

To help you find a serving 
opportunity to suit you, email the 

church office at office@bpcc.com.au
or use the QR Code Below

You are the body of Christ 
Each one of you is a part of it. 

1 Corinthians 12:27
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I know it’s a cliché but time certainly does fly when you’re having fun. This 
year has zoomed by (can you believe it’s July already?) and we’ve been having 
lots of fun (amongst lots of hard work). Earlier this year we moved from two 
services on a Sunday (9am and 6pm) to three services (8am, 10am, and 6pm) 
to make space for members to return and more people to join us, and it’s been 
wonderful to see the enthusiastic response (even from those at 8am on a cold, 
Sunday morning!). We’ve seen people re-connect with Jesus through Alpha, 
we’ve had new members join us, we’ve witnessed Ben’s ordination into gospel 
ministry, we’ve seen ministries grow and move forward, we’ve held our first 
instalment of Growth Group Leaders training, and more. It’s been busy and full 
and not always simple, but lots of fun. We give thanks to God for his ongoing 
goodness to us as a church.

We are also excited about what is to come. This term is a significant time in 
the life of our church. As I hope you know by now, on Sunday 18th of July we 
will celebrate our 30th anniversary on this campus. It will be almost 30 years 
to the day from when we held our first worship service in our current building 
(Sunday 16th July, 1991). A lot has happened in the last 30 years and many 
lives have been impacted and changed, and we want to look back and give 
thanks to God for all that he has done among and through us. 

We also want to take this opportunity to look forward and ask God to do even 
more among us and through us. We will kick-off a sermon series and release 
a booklet called ‘The Next 30’, which will launch our new purpose, priorities, 
and values and which will drive what we do and who we become in the years 
ahead. We are so grateful for the foundation that has been laid and we want 
to continue to build upon it as we move forward together, to see more people 
find life in Jesus and, ultimately, to bring glory to our great and gracious God.

I hope this edition of The Quarterly is helpful and encouraging for you. 
You’ll find more information about everything that is coming up in the life 
of our church this term. There are articles to help you in your journey of 
faith, information about our ministries, along with all of the events, sermon 
series, and programs that will be happening. As you read through all that is 
happening and coming up, can I encourage you to pray and ask God to do 

or imagine, according to his power that 
is at work within us…” (Eph. 3:20).

Adam Schoenmaker
Lead Pastor

adam@bpcc.com.au

Ben Fien
Community  Pastor

ben@bpcc.com.au

Emma Sunderland
Creative Ministry Leader

emma@bpcc.com.au

Caroline Brandon
Children’s Ministry Leader

caroline@bpcc.com.au

Nathanael Remminga
Youth Pastor

youth@bpcc.com.au

Joanna Smith
Office Manager
office@bpcc.com.au

Staff Team Deacons

Jan 
Ball

Dirk
Kotze

Aleida 
Collinge

Alicia 
Bongers

Contact Us
Church Council 
churchcouncil@bpcc.com.au

Meet on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each 

month

Office Hours 9.00am - 3.00pm Mon-Fri

Phone 3882 1989   

Email office@bpcc.com.au     

Web www.bpcc.com.au

Postal Address 

P.O. Box 3088  WARNER  QLD  4500

Facebook Bray Park Community Church

Instagram brayparkcommunitychurch

Elders

Troy 
Sunderland

James
Lane

Ivor 
Kay

Josh
Brandon

Lorne 
Campbell

Brydon
Tweddell

Stephan
Chambers

Prayer

prayer@bpcc.com.au

Hayden Smith
Youth Worker
hayden@bpcc.com.au
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