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Recently at one of our staff meetings, I 
asked the team to share one thing that 
had been encouraging to them in recent 
months. A couple of our team members 
shared the example of someone in their 
ministries who had come to faith in Jesus 
recently or had come back to Jesus and 
were thriving in their faith. One person 
shared the number of new people that have 
joined us online or come through our doors 
in the last few months. Another shared the 
great unity they enjoy among their ministry 
team. I shared my appreciation for those 
in our church community who always have 
their eyes open on a Sunday or during the 
week at our ministries and events to look 
for new people or for those standing on 
their own so they can welcome them with 
a smile, a conversation, or even an invite to 
share a coffee. 

This little exercise took only a few minutes, 
and it involved only a few people from 
our wider church family, yet it was so 
heartening. It makes me wonder what 
we would hear if we could include your 
answer? What has been encouraging to you 
lately? 

This is a good question to reflect on 
because, if we’re honest, many of us could 
quickly and naturally answer the opposite 
question: What has been getting me down 
lately? What has been frustrating me or 
upsetting me? Of course, I’m not saying 
we shouldn’t talk about or reflect on these 
things; we should. But we shouldn’t only 
think about these things. We should also 
have our eyes open to the good things 
around us and to the gifts of God to us.

To use the words of the Apostle Paul in 
Philippians 4:8, “Finally, brothers and 
sisters, whatever is true, 

whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is admirable—if anything is 
excellent or praiseworthy—think about 
such things.”

There’s no doubt that 2020 has been a 
difficult year in many respects. There’s no 
doubt that there are challenges ahead of 
us. But in the midst of the difficulty, let’s not 
forget who we are (children of God), what 
we’ve been called to do (share good news), 
where we are heading (eternal glory), and 
who is with us (the eternal God). Let’s not 
forget that the Apostle Paul wrote those 
words in Philippians 4 from a Roman jail 
cell! He, too, was having a pretty difficult 
year. But in the midst of the pain, the 
uncertainty, and the difficulty, he did not 
lose perspective and he did not lose his joy 
and confidence in the Lord. 

So, what’s been encouraging to you lately? 
I hope and pray there are some true, noble, 
right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent, 
praiseworthy things you can identify in your 
life and in our church, even in the midst 
of the difficulty, and even as we navigate 
our way forward into a future that looks 
different to what we’re used to. 

We’ve put together this edition of The 
Quarterly to help you in your journey of 
discipleship with relevant articles and 
resources, and also to help you stay up-to-
date with everything that is happening in 
the life of our church. We hope and 
pray it is a blessing to you.

From the Lead Pastor

Adam Schoenmaker
Lead Pastor
adam@bpcc.com.au
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Church Council 
churchcouncil@bpcc.com.au
Church Council meet on the 2nd and 4th 
Monday of each month

Office Hours 9.00am - 3.00pm Mon-Fri
Phone 3882 1989   
Email office@bpcc.com.au     
Web www.bpcc.com.au
Postal Address 
P.O. Box 3088  WARNER  QLD  4500
Facebook Bray Park Community Church
Instagram brayparkcommunitychurch

What’s On
8  Christmas Festival
 20th December

9  Christmas Services
 24th & 25th December 

14 BPCC Women 
 Listen
 24th October

15  BPCC Men 
 Breakfast
 31st October

 BPCC Men 
 State of Origin 
 11th November

21  Prayer & Worship
 3rd November

Articles
6 Update from Church Council  
 Ivor Kay

10 The Most Rewarding 
 Spiritual Practice 
  Adam Schoenmaker

16 Evengelism Guilt 
 Ben Fien

15  The Value of Selah 
 Emma Sunderland

28  Mission Updates 

Contact Us
Office Hours 
9.00am - 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday

Phone 3882 1989   
Email office@bpcc.com.au     
Web www.bpcc.com.au

Bray Park Community Church

Ministries
4  Sunday Services

12 Growth Groups

14 BPCC Women & BPCC Men

18  Young Adults, Singles and   
 Seniors

23 Children

26 Youth

http://
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The Lord’s Prayer
9 Our Father in 

heaven,
hallowed be your name,

10 your kingdom come

your will be done,
    on earth as it is in 

heaven.
11 Give us today our 

daily bread.

12 And forgive us our 
debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors,

13 
And lead us not into 

temptation, 
    but deliver us from 

the evil one.” 

Matthew 6:9-13

Sermons
How to Approach God 

(Our Father) 
Matthew 7:7-12

How to Approach Prayer 
(Hallowed Be Your Name)  

Psalm 115:1-8

How to Change the World 
(Your Kingdom Come) 

Mark 1:14-15 & 
Colossians 1:3-4

How to Deal with 
Disappointment 

(Your Will Be Done) 
Matthew 26:36-46

How to Pray for 
Our Needs

(Our Daily Bread) 
Matthew 6:25–34 & 7:7-11

How to Get Right with God 
(Forgive Us Our Debts) 

Matthew 6:14–15 & 
Psalm 130

How to Stand Firm 
(Lead Us and Deliver Us)  

Ephesians 6:10-20

This year, perhaps more than any other in 
recent memory, has brought us to our knees. 
A recent article in The Sydney Morning Herald 
(‘The meaning of life: Australians praying more 
during COVID-19’) suggests this is true, saying: 
“Researchers have found Australians say they 
have been praying more during the COVID-19 
crisis, suggesting the pandemic has led many to 
reassess their priorities in life.”

This leads us to the important question: How 
should we pray? This is the very same question 
the disciples asked Jesus during his life (Luke 
11:2-4 & Matthew 6:9-13). We will spend the next 
7 weeks exploring Jesus’ answer to this question 
in our series ‘How to Pray: A Simple Guide for 
Normal People.’ It is our hope to provide a 
helpful guide to prayer and encouragement to 
pursue prayer more fervently.
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SUNDAY SERVICES 
GATHER IN-PERSON
You can register for a Sunday service by 
using the links on the website or Church 

Center App or by calling  3882 1989. Spaces 
are limited, so registrations are essential. 

If you are unwell, please do not attend 
at this time and join us on Church Online 

instead.

Register for 9AM or 6PM service at 
www.bpcc.com.au

(Registrations open at 10am each Tuesday)

GATHER ONLINE
Church Online will continue to be streamed 

at 9AM on our regular platforms. 

Join us on Facebook www.facebook.com/
BrayParkCommunityChurch

Join us on YouTube www.youtube.com 
search for Bray Park Community Church

Both links are accessible at 
www.bpcc.com.au

GIVING 
We believe that regular, joyful, and 

sacrificial giving is an act of worship and 
an offering of thanks to God who has given 

so generously to us. When we give, we 
are proclaiming our faith in God as the 

provider of all things and our belief in the 
importance of the church.

Ways to give:

Direct Debit:
 BSB: 014 234          ACC: 367048692

Online: 
www.bpcc.com.au/give

CHURCH CENTER APP 
Download the Church Center App today! 
It makes registering for events or groups 
easy and we will be inviting you to join in 
the new directory feature on the APP in 

coming months.
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It is with great pleasure that I write to you again with a quarterly update from 
Church Council. As I’ve mentioned in previous updates, Church Council have 
continued to meet in our usual rhythm throughout the year (we are now back 
to meeting physically), which is twice a month. One monthly meeting we focus 
on the business affairs of the church and the other monthly meeting is our 
prayer meeting. As the months tick by, I am always surprised and encouraged 
by how much is going on in our church – even in a time when the world has 
slowed down as it has in 2020. It is so comforting to be reminded that God is 
always at work. At the same time, we are also aware of how much there is to 
pray for as a church – both the needs we hear about in our church family and 
beyond, and of course, the praise points and the answered prayers we hear 
about too. So, while God is always at work, let us be a church that is always in 
prayer.

The last few months have been a busy time as the lockdown rules relaxed 
somewhat and allowed us to emerge from the ‘full’ lockdown we were in 
earlier in the year. This has meant a transition to hybrid services where we 
have people in the auditorium on a Sunday as well as still beaming the service 
into homes across the city and beyond at the same time. I want to highlight 
the hard work of the staff and volunteers to again adapt to this new way of 
running our services. Their work is truly appreciated and continues to allow 
us as the congregation to enjoy and participate in worshipping God in a safe 
way at this time. If you feel comfortable to do so – please can I take a moment 
to encourage you to register to come along to a service if you haven’t done so 
already. It has been so encouraging to be back in the church building. If you 
haven’t had the chance to register and come along to a service as yet (since 
the move to hybrid services) please consider coming along over the next few 
weeks. If the morning service is full, consider registering for the evening service.

As well as ministries starting to open up over the last few months we also had 
our AGM on the 26th July. This was later than usual due to the COVID lockdowns 
from earlier in the year and we held it on a week night for the first time. Thank 
you to those that came along. Whilst it can sometimes seem formal and tedious 
it is important for our governance as an association to ensure we are doing 
things right. Reports for 2019 were received from Pastor Adam (which was 
very encouraging) and from our Treasurer (Lorne Campbell). 2019 was a very 
positive year for our church from a financial perspective. It was a year where 
our balance sheet position improved (debt continued to reduce and our cash 
position improved) and our income was consistent from tithing as well as other 
sources (e.g. The Park). In short, we truly experienced God’s provision. 

I am humbled and grateful to say that this has continued in 2020. As the year 
has progressed God has reminded us that His ways are not our ways (Isaiah 
55:8) and where we see obstacles (e.g. COVID and the economic challenges it 
brings), He is the God that holds the universe in His hand. Our financial position 
continues to be strong in 2020 as we have experienced lower expenses (due U
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to the COVID slowdown) and slightly above budget 
tithing along with government assistance packages. 
This has meant that we currently have a larger surplus 
than originally budgeted. Church, can you believe 
that considering what has occurred in 2020? It is 
truly amazing to see God at work among us. Church 
Council is prayerfully working through how we can 
utilise this surplus for the glory of God and the good 
of His people. We have three broad categories in mind 
as we look to deploy these resources, namely i) The 
church building and facilities (a number of things 
came to light from the working bee that require 
attention to keep the building safe, compliant and 
welcoming), ii) Ministries across the church have 
areas where they could do with new equipment or 
materials, and iii) Reaching out to and blessing our 
community as God has called us to do. Church, thank 
you for your ongoing generosity and, as always, we 
give thanks to God for his provision.

Thank you also to the 50+ people that helped at the 
Working Bee back in July. This was a very successful 
day and gave the church building a nice lift in 
appearance and cleanliness. As mentioned, it was also 
very important to identify some areas where we need 
to have work done from a maintenance perspective. 
Something else to also watch out for in the coming 
weeks will be our annual church survey where we ask 
you for your experiences, ideas, and feedback. Please 
can I ask you complete the survey when it hits your 
inbox in a few weeks.

Lastly, I wanted to mention that we have noticed 
many new faces attending our services over the 
last couple of months. This is fantastic and we are 
loving welcoming new faces to our church. I want 
to encourage all of us to ‘walk across the room’, as 
Pastor John used to say, to welcome any new faces we 
see at our services. This is really something we can all 
do to help new people get connected and help them 
find real life in Jesus. After all, that’s why we exist as a 
church.

Ivor Kay
Church Council Chairman
churchcouncil@bpcc.com.au 



8

This years Christmas Festival will look a little 
different to previous years. It will be at the 

church on  Sunday 20th December.
There will be multiple sessions throughout 

the day. Guests will be restricted to 150 
people per session. 

Bookings are essential and 
registrations will open at 

www.bpcc.com.au/events 
on the 1st December. 

Sessions will run for two hours, the first hour 
will be attending the festival with food and 
entertainment on the lawn, followed by a 

Carols service in the church building.

Session times are planned for 
2-4pm
4-6pm
6-8pm

What hasn’t changed is that we will need 
people to help prepare and serve.

We will need volunteers for the following.
• Cleaning Teams
• Bakers 
• BBQ Cooks
• Stall Holders
• Carpark People
• Check-in In Teams
• Set up and Pack up teams
• Children’s activities

We also need donations of the following:
• Individually wrapped lollies
• Cans of soft drink and water 

bottles
• Financial sponsorship 

For more information email 
office@bpcc.com.au or 3882 1989
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Advent Sermon Series

Ruth: Finding God 
in the Ordinary 

29 November – 20 December

When Life is Bitter – Ruth 1
When Hope is Kindled – Ruth 2
When Faith is Stirred – Ruth 3
When God Restores – Ruth 4

Christmas Dinner
On the 11th of December the BPCC Care Team will be hosting a Christmas Dinner for 
people we have been assisting through the Food Cupboard Ministry in 2020. At this dinner 
we aim to not only provide them with delicious meal, but gift them a Christmas food 
hamper and some gifts for their children. If you know a family in need who you would 
like to invite to this event or would like to be involved in this event or give financially to 
support this project please contact our Community Pastor Ben Fien 
ben@bpcc.com.au or 3882 1989.
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Chuck Swindoll once wrote, “I 
know of no other single practice in 
the Christian life more rewarding, 
practically speaking, than 
memorizing Scripture… No other 
single exercise pays greater spiritual 
dividends! Your prayer life will be 
strengthened. Your witnessing will 
be sharper and much more effective. 
Your attitudes and outlook will begin 
to change. Your mind will become 
alert and observant. Your confidence 
and assurance will be enhanced. 
Your faith will be solidified” (Growing 
Strong in the Seasons of Life, 61).

Perhaps this is surprising to you? 
I must admit, I’m a novice when it 
comes to the practice of Scripture 
memorisation, and have not 
graduated beyond the usual suspects 
(Psalm 23, the Lord’s Prayer, some 
of John 1, Romans 8, etc.). I’m 
currently in the process of trying to 
commit Psalm 1 to memory (not yet 
successfully). 

The Bible itself commends the 
practice of Scripture memorisation, 
both by edict (e.g., Deuteronomy 6:4-
9; Colossians 3:16) and example (e.g., 

Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness 
in Matthew 4:1-11). Because, as 
Swindoll and the Bible itself point 
out, the benefits are numerous. 
Memorizing Scripture renews our 
mind (Rom. 12:2), strengthens us for 
the fight against temptation (Eph. 
6:10-20), supports our efforts to obey 
(Psalm 119:9), deepens and corrects 
our understanding of God and his will 
(2 Tim. 3:16-17), and makes us wise 
(Luke 2:52). We cannot afford to not 
do it.

So, the question becomes: How 
do we do it? The short answer is 
repetition over time. Begin with 
a short verse (see below for a 
suggested list) and work through 
it, word by word, phrase by phrase, 
line by line, reading it out loud, 
whispering it, praying it, writing it 
down, doing whatever it takes to 
commit it to memory. To help you do 
this you might want to print the verse 
out and stick it somewhere visible 
(your mirror, fridge, car, desk, 

etc.). Or you could make it the 
wallpaper on your phone or 
computer. Or you could just read, 

THE MOST REWARDING 
SPIRITUAL PRACTICE 

(And How You Can Do It)
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“I have hidden 
your word in 

my heart that I 
might not sin 
against you.” 

(PSALM 119:11)

review and repeat it during your 
daily Bible reading. The point 
is to have this verse or passage 
before you regularly so you can 
push it down deep into your 
heart and mind. 

If you’re looking for a more 
comprehensive system 
and some more structured 
support, you could download 
the ‘Fighter Verses’ app from 
Desiring God ($4.49 in the App 
Store).

How might your life and faith 
be transformed by committing 
the precious truths of Scripture 
to memory? The point is not to 
puff us up but to draw us near 
to our God in deeper devotion 
and greater Christ-likeness.

P.S. Why not begin by 
memorising the Lord’s Prayer 
(Matthew 6:9-13) to go along 
with our current series? Or try 
one or all of these following 
passages: 2 Corinthians 5:21; 
Isaiah 53:5; 1 John 1:9; Acts 
4:12; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18; 
Deuteronomy 8:3; Psalm 73:25-
26; Mark 8:35-36; Romans 8:31-
32; 1 Peter 1:13; Ezekiel 36:26; 1 
Thessalonians 5:9-10; Hebrews 
4:15-16; John 1:1-2; Psalm 27:4.

Adam Schoenmaker
Lead Pastor
adam@bpcc.com.au

https://fighterverses.com/set-5-core-esv/week-37/
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Growth Group is important to me to have that 
connection with other Christian ladies who love 
God and also for learning more about who I am to 
God. I love the open discussions where everyone’s 
contributions are valued. Our leaders put their heart 
and prayers into this group and the topics are always 
interesting and relevant. I’ve been especially blessed 
through the recent Fruit of The Spirit series and for the 
authenticity and revelation it has brought to my own 
walk and prayer life.

I had never joined a Growth Group before 
but now I couldn’t do without the friends 
I have made! We do life together, we 
encourage each other and keep each 
other accountable and connected. It’s 
wonderful!

Why is Growth Group 
important to you?

We sent this question out to a few of our ladies in Growth Groups and 
here are the responses we received...

I have found a group to be 
the best way to connect 
more intimately with my 
church family, especially 
my sisters in Christ. It is 
the only way to feel far 
more connected and like 
you belong to a part of the 
body of Christ. It is also 
helpful and joyful to share 
each other’s journeys and 
to partner in prayer and 
praise with one anoth-
er. In a church as big as 
ours, the only way to feel 
connected is to be part of 
a Growth Group. I highly 
recommend it. 

I have been a part of a Growth Group 
for nearly 3 years and I love it. I miss 
it when I’m unable to attend. My faith 
continues to grow through different 
perspectives, other ways to look at 
God’s word, and through worship. I’ve 
learnt that I’m not alone, I’m chosen, 
I’m loved and most importantly, we go 
through seasons. Seasons of pain, of 
growth, and of blossoming. I’ve been 
able to use my rough seasons to help 
guide others through theirs and while 
also getting guidance, love and sup-
port myself. Together as a group we 
work through any hardships, pray for 
each other and celebrate all our praise 
points. We love each other and check 
in on each other and some truly won-
derful friendships have been made. 
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Interested in joining a Growth Group?
Many of our Growth Groups are meeting again in person. 

Please visit www.bpcc.com.au or email 
ben@bpcc.com.au for more information. 

G R O W T H 
G R O U P S

Monday
BPCC Women 
Sermon Based

1pm-2pm

BPCC Young Adults 
Sermon Based

7pm—9pm

Tuesday
Men & Mates

Sermon Based
6am—7am

Wednesday
Inspire Youth 

Sermon Based
7pm—9pm 

Ladies Bible Study Fellowship
7pm—9pm

Bray Park Growth Group
Sermon Based

7pm—9pm

Cashmere Growth Group
Sermon Based
7.15pm—9pm

Thursday
Ladies Know Your 

Bible
9am—11am

Friday
Ladies Care/Share 

Fortnightly
9am—11am

http://www.bpcc.com.au 
mailto:ben%40bpcc.com.au?subject=
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Social Groups
Quilting Group
Meet in the hall every Monday 9.00am—
12pm. This group works on a variety of 
projects and beginners are welcome. 
Cost is $5 per morning. 

For more information: 
Judy Stringer 
0421 686 909

Craft Group (Senior Ladies)
Meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the 
month from 9.30am —11.30 am in the 
Jnr Kidz Church room. All are welcome to 
attend. Bring along your own project.

For more information: 
Church Office 3882 1989
office@bpcc.com.au

CRCA Womens 
Convention 
Join with women from across Australia on 
the weekend of May 28th - 31st My 2021 at 
Alexandra Headlands in Queensland.

Guest Speaker will be Robyn Bain sharing 
from the book of Ruth.

Prices range from $390 - $520 depending on 
your accommodation preferences.

For more information contact the church 
office (office@bpcc.com.au)  or visit 
www.tivolicrc.org.au/web/2020-vision/or 

Registrations close 24th April 2021

B P C C  W O M E N
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B P C C   M E N
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Do you ever feel a sense of guilt when you hear the word ‘evangelism’? What about 
when you think of your non-Christian loved ones? Do you ever worry about what 
might happen to them if they died tomorrow? Perhaps you feel as if you haven’t done 
enough to share Jesus with them? Some of us have agonised over questions like 
these because the fact is, Jesus is real, sin is real, and judgement is no mirage. These 
aren’t abstract concepts, this is reality. So, what are we to do with the guilt that we 
sometimes experience? I want to propose three actions we should take:

1. Identify the type of guilt you are experiencing

What type of guilt are you experiencing? Is it a feeling of condemnation that accuses 
you and leads to self-hatred? Or is it a feeling of conviction that makes you eager 
to walk in obedience with God? There is a big difference between the two. In Christ, 
condemnation and self-hatred have been removed forever (Romans 8:1)! Why? 
Because Jesus took the guilty verdict of his people at the cross (Romans 4:22-25), so 
it would be an insult to his death to insist on any further condemnation for his people. 
However, just as Jesus’ death is evidence of God’s great love for us (Romans 5:8), so 
is his ongoing discipline (Proverbs 3:11–12; Revelation 3:19). In Christ, there can be 
no condemnation, but as children there is correction. So, the next time you feel guilty, 
identify what exactly it is you are experiencing before you either reject or accept it.

2. Clarify your beliefs around evangelism

Sometimes our guilt can come from unbiblical beliefs around our role in evangelism. 
In Sam Chan’s helpful book, ‘Evangelism in a Skeptical World’, he shows how the 
Bible describes these different roles. He uses 1 Thessalonians 1:4-10 to illustrate this 
(p. 20-21). Essentially, God is the one who graciously chooses some to be saved (1 

Evangelism Guilt 
(and How to Deal with It)
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Thessalonians 1:4), Jesus is the one who does the saving work – he delivers (1 
Thessalonians 1:10), Paul is the evangelist who shares the message about Jesus 
(1 Thessalonians 1:5), the Holy Spirit is the one who effects the heart-change (1 
Thessalonians 1:5-6), the Thessalonians respond by repenting and believing in 
Jesus (1 Thessalonians 1:8-9), and the gospel message is the instrument which 
God uses (1 Thessalonians 1:5, 8). There are 6 actors at play here. God, Jesus, 
the evangelist, the Holy Spirit, the hearer(s), and the gospel message. 

Often guilt comes when we confuse our role with one of the other roles. Sam 
Chan says, ‘Our role is to communicate the gospel both in words and actions. But 
our role is not God’s: we are not sovereignly choosing who gets saved. Our role 
is not Jesus’: we are not saving people from their sins. Our role is not the Holy 
Spirit’s: we cannot force people to believe. Instead we must stay focused on our 
role as the evangelist and do it well. We do everything we can to cooperate with 
God, complement what he does, and not create obstacles to evangelism.’ 

We’re responsible to present the message of the gospel, yes, but we’re not 
responsible for who gets saved and who doesn’t. This frees us up to evangelise 
with love and sincerity, rather than with guilt and coercion. I can pray for my 
loved ones to be saved, I can live in line with the gospel in hope that they will 
see how Jesus has changed my life, I can speak about Jesus with them, but I do 
not save them, I cannot change their minds, and I do not choose who responds. 
This leads me to my final point, because knowing this frees me up to approach 
evangelism differently.

3. Remember the primary motivation for evangelism

The primary motivation for evangelism is love. Paul loved his fellow Jews so 
much that he wished he could be cut off from the blessings of Jesus that they 
might be saved (Romans 9:1-3). God so loved a world that despised him (John 
3:19), that he sent his only son to die on a cross (John 3:16). God saves sinners 
out of unexplainable, undeserved, overflowing love (Ephesians 2:4)! This is 
our primary motivation to share the gospel with others. If we share Jesus with 
others out of guilt, we must stop to ask ourselves who we are really serving. Are 
we serving them out of love? Or are we serving ourselves by trying to appease a 
guilty conscience? The love of Christ now controls us (2 Corinthians 5:14), so we 
cannot be arrogant or rude to others who reject the gospel, or who tell us they do 
not want to hear it (1 Corinthians 13:4-5). So, let’s lay our guilty burdens down 
at the cross and get on with the work of spreading the good news of Jesus. The 
love that we have received from God is the same love that compels us.

Ben Fien
Community  Pastor
ben@bpcc.com.au
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SINGLES
Rendezvous 
For all singles between the 
ages of 30—65.  Join us  for  
fellowship and share a meal 
together.  

11th October
22nd November
20th December

For more information: 
Lyn Lodder  0408 879 001

12/10 INDOOR SPORT
19/10 OFFSITE GROWTH GROUPS
26/10 GROWTH GROUPS
2/11 HOW TO SHARE THE GOSPEL 
9/11 GROWTH GROUPS

16/11 GENESIS 1: DOES SCIENCE   
 DEBUNK THE BIBLE?
23/11 OFFSITE GROWTH GROUPS
30/11 GROWTH GROUPS
7/12 CHRISTMAS PARTY



19

Ladies Fellowship

Ladies Fellowship meet 
on the 3rd Wednesday 

of every month for Bible 
study and to share lunch 

together. The group starts 
at 10am and finishes at 

1pm at BPCC.

Seniors Social

Our Seniors gather 
together for a games 

morning full of fun and 
fellowship on the 2nd 

and 4th Wednesdays of 
each month. 

They meet at 9.30am—
11.30am in the church 

hall. All are welcome to 
attend.

Craft Group

Meet on the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays of the month 

from 9.30am —11.30 am 
in the Jnr Kidz Church 

room. All are welcome to 
attend. Bring along your 

own project.

BPCC  SENIORS

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
WWW.BPCC.COM.AU    3882 1989    OFFICE@BPCC.COM.AU
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The Value of Selah
Have you ever come across the word 
‘selah’ in the Bible? Have you ever 
wondered what it meant? While there 
is some uncertainty amongst biblical 
scholars as to the exact meaning of 
this mysterious word (with some 
suggestions being “to pause”, “to 
praise”, or “to lift up”), it’s widely 
believed that selah is a musical term 
signifying a rest to the singers and/or 
instrumentalist. 

The word selah is predominantly 
found in the book of Psalms where it 
appears 71 times, with the only other 
appearances being three occasions in 
Habakkuk. Of the thirty-nine Psalms 
that include the word selah, thirty-one 
of them are titled ‘to the choirmaster’, 
which reinforces the idea that selah is a 
kind of musical term. 

So, what does selah mean for us today? 
Is it just for those who are musical 
to pay attention to? Is it something 
we only need to consider when we 
are singing? I’d like to point out two 
reasons why selah is important to all of 
us whether we are musical or not, and 
whether we are singing or not. 

Selah matters because it is in the 
Bible
Every one of the words in the Bible are 
God-breathed, even the words we might 
not fully understand. God’s word says 
that we can’t fully understand God (Ps 
145:3, Job 26:14, Is 55:8-9, arm 11:33-
34), so it stands to reason that there 
might be words in the Bible that are 
beyond our comprehension. Of course, 

Selah
to pause...
to praise...
to lift up...
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the fact we don’t fully understand the 
meaning of this word does not diminish 
the importance of it. God has given 
us a mind and the ability to discern 
meaning. He commands us to love 
him with our heart, soul, mind, and 
strength. So, when you come across the 
word selah as you read the Psalms or 
Habakkuk, discern what it could mean 
in that particular context. Pause and 
pray for understanding. 
 
Selah matters because it encourages 
us to pause and reflect
The Amplified translation of the Bible 
adds “pause and calmly think about 
that” where the word selah appears. 
This is an excellent practise to include 
when reading the Bible. To pause and 
think about what you’ve read. My 
encouragement to all of us is when we 
see the word selah, we should pause 
and carefully weigh the meaning of 
what we have read. We should lift up 
our hearts in praise to God for His great 
truths. Selah gives us the opportunity to 
take a moment to consider the wonders 
of God. 

“I acknowledged my sin to you, and 
I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I 
will confess my transgressions to the 
LORD,”and you forgave the iniquity of 
my sin. Selah.” (Psalm 32:5)

“Trust in him at all times, O people;
 pour out your heart before him; God is 
a refuge for us. Selah.” (Psalm 62:8)

Emma Sunderland
Creative Ministry Leader
emma@bpcc.com.au
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Head-to-Toe Prayer
Kids are a bundle of energy, always on the move. This 
can make praying together with them a particular
challenge. Why not try this idea? It uses the parts 
of the body as a prompt for prayer topics. 
Encourage your kids to point to their toes or 
knees or tummy as you pray together.

Toes: Pray they would always walk in God’s 
paths and follow Him. Confess ways they 
might have strayed from God’s path.

Knees: Confess when they haven’t 
knelt in prayer to God but have tried to 
do things on their own. Honour God 
with words they might use for a King as
you are kneeling down before Him.

Tummy: Thank God for all He provides 
for us, including our food!

Hands: Pray for the ways they could serve 
people, asking God to give them opportunities to 
serve neighbours and friends.

Ears: Pray they would hear God’s voice above all others, 
and that they would listen to the needs of people around them.

Mouth: Pray they would courageously speak God’s Word to those 
who need to hear it.

Eyes: Pray they would seek God, and that God would give them eyes to see 
other people who may need to know they are known and loved by God.

Head: Pray they would have the “mind of Christ” (1 Corinthians 2:16) and 
always consider others, think pure thoughts, and not be anxious or afraid. 
Children can also confess ways they may have not had the mind of Christ.
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Children’s Ministries on a Sunday
Our Creche program is currently on hold  while we are still meeting in a limited capacity 
due to COVID-19 restrictions. The Parents Room or The Park Overflow is available during 
the service if your little ones need some attention. The service is live streamed into both 
areas. If you have older toddlers please contact the church office if you feel your child 
could benefit from attending the Jnr Kidz Church program.

Junior Kidz Church operates each Sunday during our 9am Service during the school term.
Children ages 3 years - Prep experience Bible teaching and activities in an age 
appropriate program that involves stories, music, play and craft activities. 

Parenting is never easy, but thinking through it Biblically and practically certainly helps. 
Geoff and Alicia Bongers have been running parenting courses for years in partnership with 
Growing Families Australia. Your family is unique, with its own unique ups and downs, so 
Geoff and Alicia run small classes in-person or online to suit your situation.
Contact Geoff and Alicia today on 0402 210 184 or at bongers.family@bigpond.com
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How To Report Concerns
At BPCC we place high value on providing safe programs for children and vulnerable people. 
If you have concerns regarding any of our ministry programs please contact our ChildSafe 
Coordinators childsafe@bpcc.com.au

For girls in Grades 1-7. Helping girls to grow 
into who they were created to be, through 
friendships, games, crafts, camps and badges, 
all with a biblical focus.
For more information: 
gems@bpcc.com.au

For boys in Grades 2-6. Helping boys to 
discover more about themselves, the world 
they live in and the God who created it all.
For more information: 
cadets@bpcc.com.au

Kidz Church Kidz 
Church
Facebook 
Group
We encourage our Kidz 
Church parents to join our 
Facebook group. Search 
for BPCC Kidz Church 
to keep up to date with 
what the kids are doing 
at Kidz Church and Junior 
Kidz Church and to be 
encouraged with resources, 
articles and ideas to help 
you parent your children. 

Our Kidz Church program runs for children in grades 1-6 
during our 9am service in Term time.

Children meet in the shed for their own service with a time 
of worship and teaching before heading off in their classes 
for their main Kidz Church lesson. 

In Term 4 Kidz Church will be following along with similar 
teaching as our main church service, looking at the Lord’s 
Prayer.  We intentionally follow the main teaching to help 
foster spiritual discussions in the home.

Our Preppies will also be invited on occasion throughout 
the term to visit Kidz Church to help with the transition to 
Kidz Church in 2021. Parents will be notified when this will 
happen.

Caroline Brandon
Children’s Ministry Leader
caroline@bpcc.com.au
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Operation Christmas 
Child 2020

On Sunday 13th of September those of us at Kidz Church 
participated in the annual shoe-box packing celebration 
for Operation Christmas Child. It was a wonderful, fun, 
busy morning that resulted in 170 gift-filled shoeboxes! 
I was struck, as I am every year, by the joy our children 
experienced through being part of this mercy ministry. 

The smiles on the faces of our children as they select toys 
and clothing and school supplies for a child they have 

never met is so wonderful.

I’d like to offer a massive thank you to those who have 
given toward the Operation Christmas Child appeal 

this year. I know it’s been a tough year for many, but, as 
always, your generosity has been amazing. Thank you!

If you have taken an Operation Christmas Child shoebox 
to pack at home, it’s now time to bring it back. We will 
soon be delivering all the boxes packed by BPCC to the 
drop-off point to begin their journey to a child overseas 

who is living in poverty.

I can’t wait to see what BPCC’s total shoebox count will 
be for 2020. Thank you so much for your support.

“He who oppresses the poor shows contempt for their 
maker, but whoever is kind to the needy honours God.” 

(Proverbs 14:31)
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Contact Us
There are plenty of ways for you to stay in 
touch with the BPCC Youth team.

We are active on both Facebook and 
Instagram, just search for ‘BPCC Youth’ on 
either platform. 

You can also chat to one of us on Sunday 
after either the 9am or 6pm service. If we 
haven’t met yet, just ask at the Connections 
Centre to be introduced.

Or you can contact us by email, 
at youth@bpcc.com.au 

Look forward to hearing from you! 

Nathanael, Hayden, & the BPCC Youth team

Term 4 at Youth
2020 has been a wild ride, and it’s hard to 
believe we are in the last school term of 
the year! We’ve got a lot planned for Term 
4 at Youth, and we would love to have you 
along if you are in Year 6-12! Our Friday Night 
Youth program runs from 7-9pm, and is an 
engaging and welcoming space open to any 
high schooler, regardless of school or church 
background. 

At the start of the Term we’ll be welcoming 
Year 6’s to try out Youth, and toward the end 
we’ll be farewelling our Year 12’s. There is 
plenty of other things happening through 
the term, just check out the plan below! This 
term we’ll be exploring the series ‘Jesus B.C.’ 
As we head toward Christmas, we’ll be taking 
a look at how Jesus is promised and pointed 
to throughout the Old Testament. God made 
a promise right back in Genesis to send a 
Saviour, and the details he gave before Jesus 
was born make it clear that Jesus really was 
the one. 
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The Assembly 
As well as our weekly activities at the church, 
we have two ‘Assembly’ events coming up in 
Term 4. These Assemblies are like Friday Night 
Youth but on a Sunday afternoon, and we 
join together with other youth groups from 
churches in our denomination around the 
Brisbane area. They are great opportunities to 
build friendships, have fun, and grow through 
God’s Word. 

We’ll be heading to Mansfield on Sunday the 
18th of October, and then to the Gold Coast 
for a beach day on the 29th of November. 
Both of these are free and transport is provid-
ed, but you need to register. You can register 
at our website (bpcc.com.au/events), or email 
youth@bpcc.com.au.

Growth Groups 
We are all about connecting with high 
school students to guide them toward 
a real relationship with Jesus in a wel-
coming, engaging, Christ-centred envi-
ronment. Our Growth Groups are a key 
part of this. In Growth Groups, youth and 
leaders talk about God’s Word and how it 
applies to our lives. 

Growth Groups do happen on a Friday 
night, but time goes fast on Friday! If you 
are in Yr. 7-12 and want to dig deeper 
into God’s word and grow in your faith, 
Inspire on Wednesday nights is the place 
for you!  We meet in The Shed from 7-9pm 
on Wednesday evenings and think about 
how the sermon from Sunday apples to 
our lives as young people. There are also 
breaks for Mario Kart and supper. No cost, 
just come along on the night. 
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Australian Support Update
Here in Australia, we need to maintain our promised support for them 
each month. Thanks to all of you who continue to sponsor your child/
children. We cannot do this without you.

For those of you who support us by attending the Annual Charity 
Dinner at Shangri -la, this has now sadly come to an end. Covid-19 has 
made it impossible for Shangri-la to continue to function, and they will 
be selling up. However, we are seeking alternative options. Watch this 
space !

Meanwhile, we are having to become more inventive in coming up with 
fund-raising ideas. One of the events coming up is a major garage sale 
at the Redlands CRC on the 10th October 2020. This is on the corner of 
Sturgeon and Delancey Streets in Ormiston. Come and support us 7:00 
am  – 1:00 pm.

After this sale, this church in Ormiston is happy for us to begin 
operating an “op shop” from this site. We will need to spend some 
money to get this up and running.        
For more information contact: trust.newlife@gmail.com.

MYANMAR - NEW 
LIFE ORPHANAGE

Locked down since March 2020
Time to touch base with you all to give you the latest update on the 
situation in Myanmar and specifically about our friends at New Life 
Foundation.

Myanmar is currently going through a second wave of Covid-19, with 
an average of 400 new cases recorded each day (over 600 yesterday). 
These cases are mostly in Yangon where the Orphanage is located. This 
is the largest city of Myanmar.

The cases reported are only those that are tested. As there is very 
limited testing, this is probably a very conservative figure. There are 
some cases reported in the neighbouring streets to the Orphanage.

Bella and Israel have been vigilant in keeping the Orphanage in 
lockdown since early March of this year. The children have not left the 
orphanage for 6 months and will probably continue  for much longer, 
as this wave continues to escalate.

Bella, the main leader, is currently suffering from very high blood 
pressure which needs to be monitored. Please pray for her health.

We are urging everyone to come to prayer for protection for our young 
people and their leaders, for the church and the farm they are involved 
with. 

Education
We have purchased 
the school education 
curriculum for the 
children, and a number 
of televisions, to help 
continue the children’s 
remote education. This is a 
little challenging with the 
intermittent internet, but 
the children are very keen 
to learn.

They have also had 
to employ 5 part-time 
teachers to help teach the 
children in smaller groups 
( keeping in mind at least 
160 children  from Prep to 
university, this is no mean 
feat).

The children, however, 
take their studies seriously 
and are happy learning 
at the Orphanage. They 
are also busy sifting and 
sorting the rice and peanut 
crops from the farm. 
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Country Update

On Sept. 3, Thailand reported its first 
locally transmitted COVID-19 case 
since late May. After testing nearly 600 
potentially exposed people, no more 
new infections were found. The re-
emergence of the virus may cause a delay 
in previously announced plans to reopen 
beaches and cultural sites to international 
visitors in October. The government had 
lifted most restrictions on businesses 
and services but that could change. Since 
March, Thailand has reported 3,490 cases 
and 58 fatalities.

Recently 179 Compassion centers in 
Thailand were able to reopen with a 
limited number of children attending and 
with COVID-19 prevention protocols in 
place. Several more centers have been 
approved by the national office to reopen 
at the end of September. In areas where 
centers have not been able to open yet, 
workers are keeping in contact with 
beneficiaries by phone and occasionally 
by in-person visits, while maintaining 
social distancing. Additionally, staff 
members have developed online 
resources, including devotionals, for 
children and families. They have been 
able to distribute 107,599 food packs and 
68,689 hygiene kits to registered children 
and their families.

THAILAND - 
COMPASSION PROJECTS
Are Compassion Centres Open? 

Some centers in Thailand have been able 
to reopen, while abiding by local guidelines 
for group sizes and social distancing. 
Staff members continue to work to virtual 
programming activity, including videos and 
livestreams, for the centers that remain 
closed. They continue to call and check 
in on families, and in some communities 
they are able to visit children while obeying 
social distancing guidelines. Because of the 
generous support of sponsors and donors, 
they have been able to distribute 107,599 
food packs and 68,689 hygiene kits to 
children and their families!

If you are interested in sponsoring a 
child in one of our BPCC supported 

projects in Thailand, you can use this 
link http://cmpsn.co/braypark

Are Gifts Being Delivered?

Gifts continue to be distributed in Thailand. 
Staff members have been given the option 
to disburse monetary gifts to an appropriate, 
verified caregiver, if necessary. This applies to 
family gifts and child gifts (including birthday 
and final gifts). Families may spend the gift 
on whatever they consider most important 
to meet family needs. The caregiver will be 
notified whether a gift has been designated 
as a child gift or family gift. The caregiver will 
decide the best use of the money, recognizing 
that sometimes purchasing food or paying 
rent is in the best interest of a child.

Are Children Receiving Letters?

Letters are currently being delivered in 
Thailand, although delivery to and from your 
child may take a bit longer than normal. 
We encourage you to continue writing your 
child, as all children need words of hope and 
encouragement now more than ever before. 
Thank you for your ministry!
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FINANCIAL HEALTH COURSE
Do you need help to manage your money wisely and biblically? Alex Cook from 
Wealth With Purpose runs a free online course that you can take part in any time 
you like.

The course will help you :
Get control over your cash
Reshape your thinking about money based on God’s word
Make sure you’re prepared for a rainy day
Know the right financial goals to set and how to ensure you reach them
Build a kingdom vision for your finances
How intimacy with God impacts your financial situation
Sign up for the course here: https://wealthwithpurpose.com/mini-course/

If you're thinking about getting married, or you are already married, these free 
courses are perfect for you. You can sign up and watch the videos anytime to 
invest in these significant relationships.

Marriage Course 
www.htb.org/marriage

The Marriage Course is a series of 
seven sessions, designed to help 
couples invest in their relationship 
and build a strong marriage.

Pre-Marriage Course 
www.htb.org/premarriage

The Pre-Marriage Course is a 
series of five sessions, designed 
for couples considering marriage 
and wishing to build a strong and 
lasting relationship.

 https://www.htb.org/marriage
 https://www.htb.org/marriage
https://www.htb.org/premarriage 
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Adam Schoenmaker
Lead Pastor
adam@bpcc.com.au

Ben Fien
Community  Pastor
ben@bpcc.com.au

Emma Sunderland
Creative Ministry Leader
emma@bpcc.com.au

Caroline Brandon
Children’s Ministry Leader
caroline@bpcc.com.au

Nathanael Remminga
Youth Ministry Leader
youth@bpcc.com.au

Joanna Smith
Office Manager
office@bpcc.com.au

Staff Team Deacons

Jan 
Ball

Dirk
Kotze

Aleida 
Collinge

Alicia 
Bongers

Contact Us
Church Council 
churchcouncil@bpcc.com.au
Church Council meet on the 2nd and 4th 
Monday of each month

Office Hours 9.00am - 3.00pm Mon-Fri
Phone 3882 1989   
Email office@bpcc.com.au     
Web www.bpcc.com.au
Postal Address 
P.O. Box 3088  WARNER  QLD  4500
Facebook Bray Park Community Church
Instagram brayparkcommunitychurch

Elders

Troy 
Sunderland

James
Lane

Ivor 
Kay

Josh
Brandon

Lorne 
Campbell

Brydon
Tweddell

Stephan
Chambers

Prayer
prayer@bpcc.com.au

Hayden Smith
Youth Worker
hayden@bpcc.com.au
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