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Ja nuar y 2020 
 



2adam@bpcc.com.au 

Dear BPCC Family, 

t ’s now officially 2020 and, if ’m honest, it’s a little bit surreal.  remember back in the year 
2000 my young mind boggled at what life would be like in 2020.  imagined robots and flying 
cars and all kinds of outlandish things, which, unfortunately, haven’t quite materialised. But 
at the same time, other realities have materialised that  couldn ’t have imagined! f you ha d 
told my twelve-year-old-self that in 2020  would be the pastor of a great church like BPCC,  
might have laughed out loud and  certainly wouldn ’t have believed you. But here we are, 
and ’m so thankful to God and excited about where he is leading us. 

n fact, as  look ahead into this new year and beyond  believe we are entering into a new 
sea son of mission and ministry. n particular, there are some initiatives on the horizon for 
which we can give thanks to God and bring before him in prayer, including: 

 Later this year we will launch a new articulation of our vision and mission as a church 
for a new season of ministry. 

 We also plan to upda te and refresh the visual identity of our church by exploring 
options for a new name and a new logo, along with a much-needed faceli  to parts of 
our building and campus. 

 This year we welcome Hayden Smith onto the team as a Youth Ministry Trainee. 
Hayden will complete some study through Scripture Union and will work closely 
alongside Nathanael in Youth Ministry, along with Naomi Ogle and Mackenzie 
Coupland-Cross who will also both come on-board to complete a 12-month unpaid 
internship.  

 We also welcome Lorne Campbell and James Lane onto Church Council to serve as 
Elder s, and later this year we will welcome some new Deacons onto the team to 
continue to serve the practical needs of our congregation and our community. 

 This year in our sermon series we will explore wha t it mea ns to grow in Christ-likeness 
and to live a Spirit-filled life through a series on the Fruit of the Spirit, we will 
endeavour to answer some tough questions around Easter in a series called ‘Dear God, 
Why?’, and we will then take a closer look at the life and teaching of Jesus in a series 
called ‘Understanding Jesus: John 13–16’. We will also look at what it means 
practically to follow Jesus in a series focused on discipleship. Please be in prayer that 
God’s Word would continue to do its powerful work among us.  

 truly believe we are entering into an exciting season of renewal and refocusing; a time of 
building on the foundation tha t has been laid and seizing new opportunities for the future. 
Thank you for being a vital and important part of our church family and please continue to 
pray for our church as we seek to engage in God’s mission by sharing the life-giving news 
about Jesus with our community.  
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Connections 
Centre 
If you drop past the 
Connections Centre, you 
will be able to fi nd out more 
about the various ministries 
and events happening at 
BPCC, and how you can get 
involved.

Also, if you are a guest with 
us, we would love to give 
you a welcome pack which 
contains further information 
about BPCC and what we 
believe. 

Connect 
Coffee
If you are new to BPCC, we 
would love to meet you. 
Connect Coff ee is held on 
the 3rd Sunday of each 
month a  er both our AM 
and PM Services. It is an 
informal time for you meet 
the pastors, and ask any 
questions you may have. If 
you would like to know more 
about Connect Coff ee please 
contact our Community 
Pastor Ben (ben@bpcc.com.
au)

Connect 
Sunday
On the fi rst Sunday of every 
month we stay a little longer 
a  er our AM service, and 
arrive a little earlier for our 
PM service to share a meal 
together and to enjoy a time 
of fellowship and friendship. 

Sunday 26th January
Sunday 1st March
Sunday 12th April 
(Easter on the Lawn)
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Sermon Series
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Our world can be can be full of selfi shness, cynicism and confl ict, 
but Jesus has called us to be diff erent. The good news is that there 
is a power who can make us diff erent: the Holy Spirit. Join us as we 

surrender to the work of the Spirit and meditate on the beautiful fruit 
that He produces in the lives of believers. 

1. Love in a world focused on self (1 John 4:7-21)
2. Joy in a world of cynicism (1 Peter 1:3-9)
3. Peace in a world of confl ict (Ephesians 2:11-22)
4. Patience in a world quick to condemn (Ephesians 4:1-6)
5. Kindness in a world of hate (Ephesians 4:25-32)
6. Goodness in a world of guile (Psalm 15)
7. Faithfulness in a world afraid to commit (Psalm 33)
8. Gentleness in a world of harshness (Matthew 11:28-30)
9. Self-control in a world of self-indulgence (1 Corinthians 9:19-27)

Sermons
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If you would like to fi nd our more about becoming a member of BPCC please join us for our 
Membership Course on Sunday the 29th of March. RSVP www.bpcc.com.au/events

Grab your copy 
of the Growth 
Group Guide  

today
It’s packed full of questions to help 

you dig deeper into God’s Word, 
challenges to help you apply what 
you are learning to your everyday 
life, and a Family Worship section 
for you to spend time together in 

God’s Word as a family.
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As Easter approaches, we invite you to join us on a fi ve-day ‘Prayer and 
Fasting’ journey. In the days leading up to Good Friday and Easter Sunday 
we are setting aside fi ve days of focused prayer, fasting, and seeking 
God. We are asking God to draw more people to Himself and to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus, and to draw us into a deeper relationship with Him 
and a deeper appreciation of His saving work in our lives. 

The Prayer and Fasting guide will include information about diff erent types 
of fasting, along with specifi c prayer points and devotional reading for 
each day. Also, during the week on Wednesday the 8th of April, we hope 
you will join us for a ‘Prayer Evening’ at 7pm in the Youth Shed. 
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GOOD FRIDAY 9AM
SUNDAY 9AM & 6PM

Services
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Being a part of a Growth Group for the past 
couple of years has been so benefi cial for 
my faith. From learning more about God, to 
reading His Word together, and just sharing 
life with each other. It’s been so upli  ing. We 
meet once a week to share and discuss how 
we’re doing and to work through the Growth 
Group Guide. These nights are great, but 
these few hours together only scratch the 
surface of being a part of a Growth Group. 

Our Growth Group has a group text that 
we use daily. We share encouraging things 
we’ve read, exciting things we’ve done, or 
things we’re struggling with that we need 
prayer for. Lately we’ve been getting a lot of 
cute videos of baby Silas (which I’m happy 
about). It’s been a great way to keep in touch 
and encourage each other throughout the 
week.

Something our Growth Group has been 
doing intentionally as outreach is what 
we’ve labelled “Wednesday Night Dinners”. 
This gives us an opportunity to invite people 
from our circles of life that don’t know Jesus 
into our homes and simply share a meal and 
have a good conversation with them. Our 
aim is to provide a welcoming environment 
and to love the people that come in the 
hope that we will get opportunities to tell 
them about Jesus. Getting to know people 
in a natural, organic way has meant that we 
can outreach to others in a way that isn’t 
confrontational or harsh. People o  en leave 
feeling really loved and want to come back 

again. This has been a really special thing 
for us as a Growth Group and it has given me 
such a sense of purpose to be on mission 
with others. 

I feel so blessed to be able to be a part of this 
group. Doing life with people that feel the 
same way and have the same goal is really 
special. We may have diff erent interests and 
see things a little diff erently sometimes, 
but we are all united by the same cause: to 
experience more of Jesus, to grow closer 
to God, and to share His love with others. 
Although we might see each other at services 
every Sunday, it is through community and 
doing life together that we can BE the church 
every other day of the week.

Here is some encouragement if you’re 
feeling hesitant to join a growth group: I 
think we can be tempted to isolate ourselves 
and do life on our own terms, because, let’s 
face it, it’s easier and we don’t always want 
the hassle. But God didn’t create us to live 
independently. Even God in His very own 
nature shows us this. The Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit all make up one divine 
community. In fact, we were made in the 
image of this Trinitarian God (Genesis 1:26-
27). We long for community because we 
were created for it. 

Our Growth 
Community

Jack 
Cozynsen
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Monday
BPCC Women 
Sermon Based
1pm—2.30pm @ BPCC

BPCC Young Adults 
Sermon Based
7pm—9pm @ BPCC

Tuesday
Men & Mates
Sermon Based
6am—7am @ BPCC

Wednesday
Ladies Fellowship 
3rd Wednesday 
10am—1pm

Inspire Youth 
Sermon Based
7pm—9pm @ BPCC

Ladies Bible Study 
Fellowship
7pm—9pm @ BPCC

Bray Park Growth Group
Sermon Based
7pm—9pm @ Bray Park

Cashmere Growth Group
Sermon Based
7.15pm—9pm @ Cashmere

Thursday
Ladies Know Your Bible
9am—11am @ BPCC
Children Welcome

North Lakes Group
Sermon Based
7pm-9pm @ North Lakes

Friday
Ladies Care/Share 
Fortnightly
9am—11am @ BPCC

Growth Groups 

Interested in joining a Growth Group?
Visit www.bpcc.com.au or email ben@bpcc.com.au
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What is your morning routine? What are the fi rst few things you do when you get out of bed in 
the morning? Maybe you get up early and retreat to a quiet spot to spend some time reading 
your Bible and in prayer. It might be that you have to jump straight into the day; get dressed, 
eat breakfast, make lunches, and so on. Maybe you’re at a diff erent stage of life and you can 
go at a somewhat slower pace. 

Apparently, John Stott (1921–2011), world-renowned church leader, author, and Bible 
teacher, would do the same thing each and every morning when he woke up; he would pray 
the following prayer: 

Heavenly Father, I pray that I may live this day in your presence and please you more and 
more. 

Lord Jesus, I pray that this day I may take up my cross and follow you.

Holy Spirit, I pray that this day you will fi ll me with yourself and cause your fruit to ripen in 
my life: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control.

Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, three persons in one God, have mercy upon me. Amen.

What a beautiful and profound prayer. And what a wonderful way to start the day. I came 
across this prayer as I began to read and study for our sermon series looking at the fruit of 

What 
John 
Stott Did 
Every 
Morning

12
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the Spirit in Galatians 5. Notice that John 
Stott would pray specifi cally for the fruit of 
the Spirit to “ripen” in his life. I wonder if you 
have ever prayed and asked God to help you 
grow in love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control? Imagine the impact on our lives, our 
families, our church, and more, if we were to 
collectively and consciously ask for God to 
deepen us and strengthen us in these areas. 

It’s no surprise, perhaps, that many people 
who knew John Stott personally said he was 
the most Christ-like person they ever met. 
What an inspiring example. I trust that you, 
like me, want to grow in godliness and grace, 
and one way that we can do this is to pray 
this prayer or a version of this prayer daily. 
Can I encourage you (challenge you?) to join 
me in printing out this prayer or memorising 
it and praying it each day for the next 10 
weeks or so. As we devote ourselves to 
studying the fruit of the Spirit, let’s also ask 
God to “ripen” the fruit of the Spirit in our 
lives, for our good and his glory.

“22 But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, forbearance, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness and self-control. 
Against such things there is no 
law. 24 Those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucifi ed the 
fl esh with its passions and desires. 
25 Since we live by the Spirit, let 
us keep in step with the Spirit.”
(Galatians 5:22-25)

13

Alpha is a series of free, 
interactive sessions exploring 

life, faith and meaning. 
Everyone is welcome and no 

question is off  limits.

Come join us for food and a 
chat as we discuss ‘Is There 

More to Life Than This?’

Starting 6th February 2020
at Bray Park Community 

Church
7pm-8.30pm

(Free Dinner provided)
RSVP at ben@bpcc.com.au

Adam Schoenmaker
Lead Pastor
adam@bpcc.com.au
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The start of a new year is o  en fi lled with resolutions – to get fi t, eat healthy, pursue a new 
hobby, work on a character trait. And while all New Year’s resolutions begin with great 
purpose and energy, I think it’s fair to say, most fall by the wayside by the end of January.

As Christians we are called by God to teach our children His ways, to guide them toward a 
relationship with Him. And this means more than just bringing them to church on a Sunday. 
Deuteronomy 6:6-7 tells us  “These commandments that I give you today are to be on your 
hearts.  Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you 
walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.”

Obeying this calling as parents takes more than a New Year’s resolution. It’s a spiritual habit 
that is built into our life intentionally, that takes energy and wisdom that only the Holy Spirit 
can provide. Yes there will be days or even seasons when we fall, when it’s too hard, or we’re 
distracted, or too tired or too busy. But it’s too important a task to just let slide.

Bringing God Into 
Your Everyday 
Family Life

14
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Here are some thoughts about building faith 
conversations into your family life from an 
article I read recently by Cortney Whiting 
titled “9 Simple Ways to Talk with your Kids 
about God in Everyday Life” 

Develop an intentional devotional time 
as a family. Life is busy. It can be easy to 
schedule our day away if we’re not careful. 
So why not intentionally set aside a time 
your family can spend praying and learning 
from God’s Word. This will look diff erent for 
every family. It might be over breakfast or 
a  er your evening meal, or maybe in the car 
on the way to school in the morning. You 
might need to experiment a bit to see what 
best suits your family. Our current series has 
a Family Worship section included in the 
Growth Group Guide.

Discuss prayer requests with your kids. 
Ask your children regularly how you can 
pray for them. Children fi nd great comfort 
knowing their parents are praying for them. 
And you can share your prayer requests with 
them too. What an honour to have your child 
pray for you. 

Strategically place Scripture in your 
children’s lives. Kids love fi nding little 
personalized notes in their lunch box or 
hidden in their room from Mum or Dad. It 
makes them feel loved and treasured. Why 
not write short Scripture verses and hide 
them in places they will fi nd these love notes 
from God?

Listen for ‘God moments’ within your 
conversations with your kids. The 
Deuteronomy verses above talk about using 
the ordinary, mundane, everyday moments 
to impress upon our children who God is and 
what He has done. Don’t wait for Sunday 
or your planned devotional time. Look for 
teachable moments. Really listen to your 
children when they speak, and be ready to 

encourage and guide them with God’s Word.
Express to your kids how God is actively 
working in your own life.  Kids do not 
like to be lectured to, but they do love a 
good story. So tell them your story. Share 
with them your struggles and how God has 
brought you through. Tell them what you do 
when you feel sad, hopeless, angry. Allow 
your children to see the reality of your own 
faith walk.

I pray that 2020 would be a blessed year for 
your family, as your look to the Holy Spirit to 
guide and lead you.

15

Parenting Courses
Parenting is not for the faint of heart, and we 
all could do with some extra encouragement, 
tried and tested tips and biblically-based 
advice. Just like you, Geoff  & Alicia are also 
parents and know how hard the parenting 
journey can be and love coming alongside 
parents. From their experience as seasoned 
facilitators with Growing Families Australia 
they can give your parenting fresh insights 
and practical tools within a biblical 
framework. 

It is possible to have a peaceful, life-giving, 
connected, fun-to-be-in-family. Geoff  and 
Alicia are available to help and have courses 
available from newborns to teens.

If you would like to know more check 
out www.Growingfamilies.life
Contact Geoff  & Alicia Bongers (0402 210 184  
or bongers.family@bigpond.com) 

Caroline Brandon
Children’s Ministry Leader
caroline@bpcc.com.au
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Playgroup
Tuesdays
9.00am-11.00am @ BPCC
For children up to prep age and their carers.
Cost: $2 per family per week and BYO 
morning tea for the child(ren)
For more information: 
off ice@bpcc.com.au

G.E.M.S
Thursdays
Fortnightly 6.30pm-8.30pm @ BPCC 
For girls in grades 1-7. Helping girls to grow 
into who they were created to be, through 
friendships, games, cra  s, camps and 
badges, all with a biblical focus.
Cost: $75/year + joining fee $35
For more information: 
gems@bpcc.com.au

Cadets
Thursdays
Fortnightly 6.45pm-9pm @ BPCC
For boys in grades 2-6. Helping boys to 
discover more about themselves, the world 
they live in and the God who created it all.
Cost: $60/year + joining fee of $30 
For more information: 
cadets@bpcc.com.au

Children’s 
Ministries
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Sundays
9.00AM  BPCC

Parents Room
A parents room is located off  the church 
foyer. The service is live streamed for your 
convenience. 

Creche 
For babies and toddlers up to 3 yrs
During the 9am service

Junior Kidz Church
For children from age 3 to Prep
During the 9am service

Kidz Church
For children in Grades 1-6
During the 9am service.

D&M’s
For young people grades 7-9, meeting 
fortnightly during the AM service.

BPCC Kidz Church
Facebook Group
To keep up to date with what the kids 
are doing at Kidz Church and Junior Kidz 
Church and  be encouraged with resources, 
articles and ideas to help you parent your 
children. We encourage our Kid Church 
parents to join our facebook group. Search 
for BPCC Kidz Church

How To Report 
Concerns
At BPCC we place high value on providing 
safe programs for children and vulnerable 
people. If you have concerns regarding any 
of our ministry programs please contact 
our ChildSafe Coordinators at 
childsafe@bpcc.com.au

If you serve in any of our child related ministries at BPCC, you are required to undergo 
Childsafe training, very 3 years. This training session is free. If you can’t make it  there is also 
an online training option at a cost of $25. Please register at www.bpcc.com.au/events 
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Welcome to 2020! If you are in years 7-12, we would love to have you involved in our Youth 
community this year.

If you have a look at The Shed, you’ll fi nd it freshly refurbished, cleaned up and with some 
new equipment to make the space more eff ective in what we are using it for. 
Much the same has happened to our youth ministry overall! Over the summer break we 
have been hard at work thinking about what we are doing and how to serve Jesus among 
our teenagers as faithfully, and as eff ectively as we can. As a result we’ve polished up a few 
aspects of our youth ministry, changed some things around, and even added some new 
elements! A big thank you to everyone who fi lled out our feedback survey at the end of last 
year, it was very helpful.

The fi rst thing we thought about was our purpose: BPCC Youth Ministry is here to connect 
high school students to Jesus and to each other, in a welcoming, gospel-focused community.  

Investing into the high schoolers who are part of our church community is our fi rst priority.
In this, we recognize that for teenagers from Christian backgrounds, parents are the primary 
source of Christian teaching and infl uence. If you are a parent, we want to partner with you in 
discipling your children; not try to fi ll the responsibility of a parent in a few short hours each 
week. We are here to support you, so please stay in touch! I send an email to parents every 
week with info about youth, if you don’t already get it please email youth@bpcc.com.au and 
I’ll add you in.

Youth Update 
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D&Ms 
When: Sunday mornings during AM church 
service (9-10am), every fortnight, starting 
2nd February.
Who: Anyone in years 7-9.
What: This is a new ministry program for 
2020. “D&M’s” stands for both ‘Donuts and 
Milo’, and for ‘Deep and Meaningful’. Here 
the youth will spend some time hanging out 
with leaders, and snacking on Donuts and 
Milo (or other such delicacies), and doing a 
Bible study together. These studies will cover 
the basics of the Christian faith, doing in a 
basic and interactive way what many of you 
may have known as catechism class. 

We would love for every high schooler who 
is our church community to connect with us 
through at least one of these programs each 
week. 

We are also planning Youth Camp, Retreat, 
and Sleepover events for the year, and twice 
a term we will be joining with our sister 
youth groups from around the state for 
Sunday a  ernoon Youth events, called ‘The 
Assembly’. 

And we have a number of weekly ‘Connect’ 
programs running in local schools. We 
focus on Genesis Christian College where 
our leaders spend time with the students 
at regular lunchtime ‘walk-arounds’, lead 
Connect groups and Alpha courses, and 
serve in practical ways such as cooking 
pancakes for stressed Year 12s. We are also 
involved in Bray Park State High School 
where we support the chaplain through a 
Thursday morning ‘Chappy Brekky’ program.
 
We have a great youth ministry team and 
I am looking forward to all that God has in 
store as we serve him in 2020!

We are also passionate about sharing the 
good news of Jesus with those who do not 
have a church. Our youth ministry wants to 
reach young people by showing them the 
love of Jesus through our community. The 
genuine care that leaders have for the youth 
is something which has repeatedly stood 
out as a factor which our young people 
value about our Youth, and our goal is to 
reach out to many high schoolers in our 
area by inviting them into a genuinely loving 
community.

Here’s a summary of what is 
happening in our Youth ministry in 
2020: 

Friday Night Youth 
When: 7-9 pm every Friday night during 
school term, starting on the 31st January. 
Who: Anyone in Years 7-12
What: A Jesus-focused social environment 
where the basics of Christian faith are taught 
and lived out in engaging community. Each 
Friday is designed to be a space where 
anyone can understand what is happening, 
where a lot of fun and friendship defi nes 
the evening, and where we talk about big 
questions and the basic groundwork of 
being a Christian. 

Inspire
When: Wednesday evenings during school 
term, 7-9pm at BPCC, starting 5th February.
Who: Anyone in years 7-12 who wants to dig 
deeper into faith.
What: An evening spent discussing in growth 
groups how the Sunday sermon applies 
to the lives of high school students today. 
Snacks are provided and we take a break 
for games and supper, but this evening is 
focused on understanding and applying 
God’s Word in our lives. 

Nathanael Remminga
Youth Ministry Leader
youth@bpcc.com.au



20

Friday Night Youth Group
BPCC Youth meet at the church from 7pm-9pm every Friday night of the school term. Youth 
is for young people in grades 7-12, cost is $2 per week. For more information please contact 
Nathanael youth@bpcc.com.au

BYA Young Adults
BYA meet on Monday nights from 7pm-9pm. Young adults is for young people aged 18-30yrs. 
For more information please contact Ben at ben@bpcc.com.au 

Youth & Young Adults 



21

Singles
Rendezvous 
For all singles between the ages of 30—65.  
Join us  for  fellowship and share a meal 
together. 

2nd February
9th March
26th April
18th May 

For more information: 
Lyn Lodder  0408 879 001

BPCC Men

Men’s Cricket
Following the Men’s Breakfast on the 15th of 
February we will be having a friendly game 
of cricket on the Genesis Oval.
All Men Welcome!
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BPCC Women

Social Groups
Quilting Group
Meet in the hall every Monday 9.00am—
12pm. This group works on a variety of 
projects and beginners are welcome. Cost is 
$5 per morning. 

For more information: 
Judy Stringer 
0421 686 909

Cra   Group (Senior Ladies)
Meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the 
month from 9.30am —11.30 am in the 
Jnr Kidz Church room. All are welcome to 
attend. Bring along your own project.

For more information: 
Church Off ice 3882 1989
off ice@bpcc.com.au

CRCA Womens 
Convention
2020 Vision the CRCA National Women’s 
Convention, a weekend retreat for women of 
all ages.

Join with women from across Australia on 
the weekend of May 29th - June 1st 2020 at 
Alexandra Headlands in Queensland.

Guest Speaker will be Robyn Bain sharing 
from the book of Ruth.

Full Fee is $350 with discounts available for 
pensioners and day visitors.

For more information visit the Connections 
Centre or contact the church off ice (off ice@
bpcc.com.au)  www.tivolicrc.org.au/
web/2020-vision/or Registrations close 24th 
April 2020 
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Seniors
Seniors Social
Our Seniors gather together for a games morning full of fun and fellowship on the 2nd and 
4th Wednesdays of each month. 
They meet at 9.30am—11.30am in the church hall. All are welcome to attend.

Cra   Group
Meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month from 9.30am —11.30 am in the Jnr Kidz 
Church room. All are welcome to attend. Bring along your own project.

Ladies Fellowship
Ladies Fellowship meet on the 3rd Wednesday of every month for Bible study and to share 
lunch together. The group starts at 10am and fi nishes at 1pm at BPCC.

Conversation Club
Conversation Club is for anyone aged over 65. Each fortnight, we will have a guest speaker 
and a sumptuous three course lunch to enjoy. We meet every fortnight on Fridays from 10am 
to 1pm. The cost is just $5 each. So, mark your diaries and ask your friends to join you. 
Anyone is welcome. 

For more information: 
Church Off ice 3882 1989
off ice@bpcc.com.au
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Israel, the Holy Land. It is where most of the events recorded in the Bible took place, and is 
packed full of fascinating remains from thousands of years of history. And yet in a sense, it 
is just another part of the planet. I had the opportunity in late 2019 to spend two weeks on a 
study tour in Israel, and in those two weeks we saw and learnt far more than I can fi t in this 
article, let alone the whole Quarterly! 

We travelled from the magnifi cent Petra, to the excavations at Jericho, to Tiberias, 
Capernaum, Magdala, and many other sites on and around the Sea of Galilee, where Jesus 
walked. We visited Nazareth, where Jesus grew up, stood on Mount Carmel where Elijah’s 
sacrifi ce (& altar!) was incinerated, and travelled through the valley of Megiddo where the 
Armageddon is seen in Revelation. I sat in the seat of the kings of Israel in Dan, and marveled 
at the shrine of Pan at Caesarea Philippi. We 
explored Jerusalem, a city overfl owing with 
ancient ruins and relics. I was blown away 
by the size of the temple mount, an entire 
mountaintop reshaped by Herod’s architects. 
The dark, somber extravagance of the Church 
of the Holy Sepulcher le   me saddened at how 
much elaborate, serious ceremony has been
imposed over the joy of the good news 
about Jesus. I spent hours wandering through 
museums full of incredible artifacts, and came 
away mentally saturated with information and 
experiences; I just couldn’t take more in! 

There is so much to tell, and if you get me 
talking about it I’ll happily rabbit on for hours 
showing you my many photos. But here, I want 
to draw out a few big lessons I learnt:  
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This is the exact room of the palace in Caesarea where Paul appealed to 
Caesar (Acts 25:23)

The view across the Sea of Galilee (much smaller than I imagined!) 

Wes, the QTC New Testament lecturer, explaining the city of David and Temple Mount from on the Mount of Olives. 

What I Learned
 In The 

Holy Land
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Being in the land does not mystically imbibe 
you with a strengthened faith; rather, it 
is seeing the vivid reality of the remnants 
which makes you realize the reality of what 
happened there. The power in all that the 
Bible describes is not where the events 
happened, it is the fact that they happened! 
All that God did (and continues to do!) took 
place in ordinary places, just like ours, to 
ordinary people, just like us. 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have believed! 

The people you go with are almost as 
important as the place itself.
If you are considering a trip to Israel, I highly 
recommend going with someone who knows 
the land well. I travelled over with a group 
from the Queensland Theological College 
as part of my studies (so I am now writing 
up assessment on it…), with two professors 
and a very knowledgeable pastor leading the 
group- in addition to the local guide. Without 
them, I would have gotten far less out of the 
trip; they were able to explain what we were 
looking at and, most importantly, constantly 
connect what we saw to the eff ect that has 
on how we interpret and apply the Bible 
today. If you want to go to Israel one day, 
I strongly recommend that you consider 
going with guides of this caliber. About 
2/3 of our group were not students, but 
interested Christians who wanted to see the 
land and deepen their understanding of the 
Bible; they all were very positive about the 
experience.

If you want to hear or see more about the 
trip, and/or are considering going there 
yourself, I have many stories and love to 
ramble! Come and chat to me a  er church 
sometime! 

There is something about being in a place, 
which pictures and words just can’t quite 
convey. 
Standing on Megiddo looking at the valley 
toward Bet Shean, Mount Tabor, and Mount 
Gilboa helps you to visualize and understand 
the travels and military campaigns of the Old 
Testament in a way which maps never will. 
When you look from the Mount of Olives, at 
the way the city of Jerusalem is laid across 
the mountain, you really see that the site is 
not all that impressive. It is counter-intuitive 
that God would pick this unremarkable, 
poorly formed mountain to be the place of 
his chosen city. But, he did just that. And 
travelling through the land has made a big 
impact on how I visualize and will teach 
about all that happened there. 
How the landscape and archaeological 
remains fi t together helped to ‘join all the 
dots’ in my head. A great deal of what I 
know about the Bible fell into place in a 
coherent framework around physical places, 
rather than just being tied in my mind to 
names and dates. I have come away with 
a far deeper understanding of how the 
Bible relates to itself, and have learnt many 
connections which I hadn’t realized before.

The land of the Bible is the same as the 
land of south-east Queensland. 
By this, I mean that there is nothing 
intrinsically diff erent about the rocks, the 
ground, the plants, and the air which makes 
up the land of Israel. The land where Jesus 
walked is just as solid and tangible as here. 
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I am here sitting on the seat reserved for the Kings of Israel when they held 
audience at the city gates of Dan. 

Nathanael Remminga
Youth Ministry Leader
youth@bpcc.com.au
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Child Sponsorship
Compassion
We sponsor over 160 children through the 
ministry of Compassion. The majority of 
these children come from the same region in 
Northern Thailand. Sponsor a child through 
Compassion, starting from $48/mth. 
Have you written to your child lately?
Don’t forget to write regularly, the children 
love receiving letters from their sponsors. 
You can write a letter online at www.
compassion.com.au

New Life Orphanage 
We support the New Life Orphanage in 
Myanmar who care for over 180 orphans. 
100% of all sponsorship money goes directly 
to the Orphanage. Child sponsorship starts 
from $33/mth. 

Solomon Islands 
High School education in the Solomon 
Islands is expensive for the locals, but you 
can send a child to school for $150/yr. 
Please contact the church off ice off ice@
bpcc.com.au or visit the Connections Centre 
for more info.

Mission

Local Mission
Community Food Cupboard
Each week we help families in need by giving 
away food hampers. If you would like to 
contribute, donations of both goods and 
money can be le   in the church foyer each 
week.

Meals Ministry
We provide home cooked meals to people 
when they are going through a tough time.
We like to keep our freezer stocked ready to 
help when a need arises. If you would like 
to support this ministry please contact Kerri 
Cross (0400 799 777)

Love In the Name of Christ
LINC is a local organisation which provide 
transport for people in need. LINC is always 
looking for drivers to join their team. Drivers 
provide transport to medical appointments 
for people who are unable to drive 
themselves or manage public transport. 
Contact Steve Howarth (0407 698 713)
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In March 2019 a group from BPCC had the 
privilege to visit some of the churches and 
projects that are part of our Compassion 
Partnership in Thailand. It was a wonderful 
and life-changing experience! We are very 
excited to announce a future proposed Field 
Experience in 2021. 

Overview & Purpose: The principal 
purpose of the Field Experience is to 
see how Compassion works with local 
churches to provide critical, ongoing 
support from the womb to the workforce 
for children, families and communities 
through four core programs: Mums & Babies, 
Child Sponsorship Program, Leadership 
Development Program, and Critical 
Interventions.

During this Field Experience, you will 
experience fi rsthand the everyday issues 
and challenges confronting those living 
in poverty. You will be challenged and 
inspired—perhaps even bewildered or 

angered—as well as changed by what 
you see, hear, and experience, and by the 
relationships you will form. 

Date: 1st-11th March, 2021

Cost (approx.): $2,150 (includes fl ights, 
accommodation, meals, & internal transport 
in Thailand)

Want more? Email emma@bpcc.com.au

Want to register? 
Check out www.bpcc.com.au
(note: you are able to opt out prior to June 2020)

Compassion Field Experience 
Thailand 2021

Emma Sunderland
Creative Ministry Leader
creative@bpcc.com.au
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Music. What do you fi rst think when you read that word? “I’m not musical”, “I love music”, “I 
like heavy metal”, “I like classical”, “I was going to stop reading about this, but now you have 
my attention and I’m still reading”. Good! Keep reading, because I want to remind you that 
music is a gi   from our heavenly Father.

I want to remind us that music is a gi   from God for a very important reason. God gave us 
music as a gi   to worship Him. That sentence holds two amazing truths. The fi rst is that God 
gave us music as a GIFT! If I gave you a gi   and you didn’t open it, I’d be pretty upset. I’d be 
especially upset if it was a gi   that I knew would bring you much joy and hope and peace, 
something that I knew would bless you. Well, that is what God has given us with music but on 
the most glorious scale! To worship God in song gives Him the glory he is due and it brings us 
peace and hope and joy, it points us to the truth of who God is and to His promises. 

The second truth in the sentence is that music is a way we worship God. Just like we worship 
God with giving and praying, we worship Him when we sing to Him. A wonderful and most 
frequent way we worship God in song is when we gather each week. 

When you’re in church and the music plays, what is your response? Unfortunately, it isn’t 
always that we come ready to engage in worship of God when the fi rst note is played. 
Thoughts of “This isn’t really my favourite song” or “I wish it was a bit louder” creep into our 
head. For some, we can’t even concentrate on the singing because of the hectic morning 
we have just had. I appreciate that it’s a big shi   to go from the car into a service and jump 
straight into worshipping God in song! I also appreciate that a few little changes can make 
this transition much easier and far more likely we will respond rightly and worship God in 
song when we gather. 

Music: 
A Gift 
From 
God
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Here are three very easy ways you can, as God intended, use the gi   of music to worship Him:

1. Listen to worship music 
On Sunday mornings our family likes to play worship music as we eat breakfast and get 
ready for church. It sets a beautiful tone for the morning. Try a Spotify playlist like ‘City 
Alight’ or ‘Sung on Sunday’ or even listen to 96.5 radio station. 

2. Get to church early
Doesn’t matter where you are going – if you are early, you have time to process what is 
happening and enjoy the moment! I especially encourage this to parents of children. 
Being able to check your kids in well before 9am gives both them time to settle into Kidz 
Church and you time to sit and soak for a moment before the service beings.  

3. Pray during the week
Add a point to your daily prayers; pray that you and your whole church family will come 
expectantly and excitedly to church. Pray that the music, the prayers, the giving, the 
message will all glorify God and edify us His children.

Truly, friends, music is a gi  ! I implore you all to make the most of worshiping God in song 
each Sunday when we gather. 

‘Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; make known among the nations what he has done. 
Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of his wonderful acts.’ (Psalm 105:1-2)
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Emma Sunderland
Creative Ministry Leader
creative@bpcc.com.au
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Adam Schoenmaker
Lead Pastor
adam@bpcc.com.au

Ben Fien
Community  Pastor
ben@bpcc.com.au

Emma Sunderland
Creative Ministry Leader
creative@bpcc.com.au

Caroline Brandon
Children’s Ministry Leader
caroline@bpcc.com.au

Nathanael Remminga
Youth Ministry Leader
youth@bpcc.com.au

Joanna Smith
Off ice Manager
off ice@bpcc.com.au

Staff Team Deacons

Beth 
Cunningham

Mark 
Longhurst

Aleida 
Collinge

Michele 
Gustafson

School Gates
The school gates are open between 5am-
10pm weekdays and 5am - 9pm on Sundays.

Please ensure you exit the carpark before 
the automatic closing time.

If you require access a  er these times 
please contact a member of the staff  team 
or Joanna on 0487 011 075 (text preferred). 
Gates can be operated remotely if required.

Elders

Troy 
Sunderland

James
Lane

Ivor 
Kay

Josh
Brandon

Lorne 
Campbell

Brydon
Tweddell

Stephan
Chambers

Prayer
prayer@bpcc.com.au
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churchcouncil@bpcc.com.au  
Church Council meet on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month 
 

Adam Schoenmaker adam@bpcc.com.au 

Ben Fien ben@bpcc.com.au 

Emma Sunderland creative@bpcc.com.au 

Nathanael Remminga youth@bpcc.com.au  

Caroline Brandon caroline@bpcc.com.au 
 

Emma Sunderland playgroup@bpcc.com.au 
 Lisa Brownhill gems@bpcc.com.au 
Nathan Craze cadets@bpcc.com.au 

 Nathanael Remminga youth@bpcc.com.au 
Ben and Michanne Fien ben@bpcc.com.au 

growthgroups@bpcc.com.au 
 

Office Hours 9.00am - 3.00pm Mon-Fri 
3882 1989    

office@bpcc.com.au      
www.bpcc.com.au 

P.O. Box 3088  WARNER  QLD   4500 
Bray Park Community Church 

brayparkcommunitychurch 
 

 

Offering Bags 
 

at the Connections Centre  
 

ANZ Bank Everton Park  
BSB: 014 234   
A/C: 3670 48692 
 

www.bpcc.com.au/give 
 

are available on the back of the 
church seats or at the 
Connection Centre 

VISION 

MISSION 

VALUES 

WE WORSHIP THE 
TRIUNE GOD 

WE PROCLAIM THE 
GOSPEL 

of first 

WE LOVE ONE 
ANOTHER 

At BPCC there are many 
opportunities to serve, and for 
those who serve like Jesus no 
task is too menial or small.  
f you would like information on 
joining a team please email 
office@bpcc.com.au  
or go to 
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