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Dear BPCC Family, 
 
I’m sure you’ve heard the well-known saying: ‘Change is as good as a holiday’. I’m not sure 
who it was initially penned by, but I am sure that it’s not always true. Certainly, there are 
occasions when change is refreshing and restorative; like getting a new haircut or 
tweaking your usual routines. But there are also times when change can be daunting and, 
if we’re honest, downright difficult. We get comfortable with the familiar and can feel 
confused and adrift when it changes. 
 
The reality is, though, change is an unavoidable aspect of life in general, and the Christian 
life in particular. When we place our faith in Jesus we are changed undeniably and 
eternally by the Spirit of God (what theologians call regeneration), and we also enter into 
a lifelong journey of change and transformation (what theologians call sanctification). In 
other words, we are both changed and changing. 
 
And because we are a community of changed and changing people, it’s also true that our 
community and our church will continue to change and grow. As we submit ourselves to 
God’s word, follow the leading of God’s Spirit, and continue to engage in God’s mission, 
we will, by God’s grace, continue to grow in spiritual health, vitality, and maturity. 
 
To ensure this is taking place and to explore how we can do it more effectively, we 
recently conducted a congregational survey to gather your feedback on the health and 
direction of our church. Thank you to those who took the time to complete the survey and 
provide feedback. It was invaluable to hear from you as we seek to discern where we can 
grow and how we can reach more people with the good news of Jesus. Please continue to 
pray for our church and our leaders as we seek to be faithful to God and discern where he 
is leading us into the future. 
 
In the more immediate future, we have some exciting things coming up. This term we will 
be exploring the story of David in the Old Testament book of 2 Samuel in a sermon series 
titled ‘Reign of the King’. Last year we looked at the first half of the story in 1 Samuel (‘Rise 
of the Kings’ in Matthew 1-2), so I am excited to dive back into this enthralling and 
instructive narrative, which ultimately points us to the King of Kings. We also have the 
Advent season (and an Advent sermon series), along with our Community Carols and 
Christmas services to look forward too. I love this time of year and look forward to sharing 
it with you and with our community. 
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If you drop past the 
Connections Centre, you 
will be able to find out 
more about the various 
ministries and events 
happening at BPCC, and 
how you can get involved. 
 

Also, if you are a guest 
with us, we would love to 
give you a welcome pack 
which contains further 
information about BPCC 
and what we believe.  

 
If you are new to BPCC, 
we would love to meet 
you. Connect Coffee is 
held on the 3rd Sunday of 
each month after both our 
AM and PM Services. It is 
an informal time for you 
meet the pastors, and ask 
any questions you may 
have. If you would like to 
know more about 
Connect Coffee please 
contact our Community 
Pastor Ben 
(ben@bpcc.com.au) 

 

On the first Sunday of 

every month we stay a 

little longer after our AM 

service, and arrive a little 

earlier for our PM service 

to share a meal together 

and to enjoy a time of 

fellowship and friendship.  

 

Sunday 6th October 

Sunday 3rd November 

Sunday 1st December  
 

 



 

 

2nd Samuel tells the thrilling and important story of David’s reign as the king of Israel; 
a reign marked by incredible success, terrible failure, and the certainty of God’s 

promise. Even more significantly, 2nd Samuel points us beyond David to the true and 
perfect King that was to come. 

#1 – It’s a Long Way to the Top 2 Samuel 1–5:16 

#2 – The Dangerously Good God 2 Samuel 5:17–6:23 

#3 – A King for All and Forever 2 Samuel 7 

#4 – The Dog House to the Palace 2 Samuel 8–10 

#5 – A Broken Hallelujah 2 Samuel 11–12 

#6 – Asleep at the Wheel 2 Samuel 13–14 

#7 – Game of Thrones (Again) 2 Samuel 15–20 

#8 – A Great and Powerful God 2 Samuel 21–24 



 

#1 – A Long Line of Misfits Matthew 1:1-17 

#2 – The With-Us God Matthew 1:18-25 

#3 – The Mysterious Magi Matthew 2:1-12 

#4 – Out of Egypt Matthew 2:13-23 



 

 

 

 

The Church Center App (by Planning Center) is available for 
free from both the App Store and Google Play. Simply 
download the App and follow the prompts to be connected to 
Bray Park Community Church.

The Church Center App is designed for people of all ages, if you have a smart 
phone then the App is for you! Whether you are a teenager or a grandparent the 
Church Center App can help you stay connected providing access to information 
at your fingertips. 

The App allows you to; 

• Easily access podcasts and sermon videos and service information 

• Easy access to contact details for the church office  

• Easy access to search and or register for Growth Groups or Courses 

• Easily register for events directly from the App, payment can also be made 
through the App for events 

• Pre Check-In your children for Kidz Church and scan the code on arrival 

If you need some help setting up the App please chat to Joanna or email the 
office@bpcc.com.au 



 

On the home page of the app you 
will find to links to our contact 
details and documents, podcasts, 
social media and our mobile 
friendly website. 

On the Growth Group Tab, you 
can search for a group that suits 
you and  ask to join the group 
straight from the App. The Growth 
Group leader will be notified and 
will contact you.

On the Events Tab, you can easily 
search for and register for events 
and add guests you are inviting. 
To make things even easier you 
can even make payments for 
events via the App.

On the Check-Ins Tab, you have 
the ability to pre check-in your 
kids, allowing you to quickly scan 
the code when you arrive for 
faster check-in.



 

Sermon Based 
1pm—2.30pm @ BPCC 
 

Sermon Based 
7pm—9pm @ BPCC 

Sermon Based 
6am—7am @ BPCC 
 

3rd Wednesday  
10am—1pm 
 

Sermon Based 
7pm—9pm @ BPCC 
 

7pm—9pm @ BPCC 
 

Sermon Based 
7pm—9pm @ Bray Park 
 

Sermon Based 
7.15pm—9pm @ Cashmere 
 

9am—11am @ BPCC 
Children Welcome 
 

Sermon Based 
7pm-9pm @ North Lakes 
 
 

Fortnightly 
9am—11am @ BPCC 
 
 

A digital version of the Group Guide is available in the You Version 
Bible App (available for free on the App or Play Stores). You can 
follow along, access the bible readings and take notes. Be sure to 
save the event each week to keep a copy of your notes. 



 

Our Growth Group meets every Tuesday evening in Petrie (although occasionally life 
interferes).  Jack de Vries is our facilitator, but if he is away, the task passes to me!  I 
think our group follows a fairly normal routine – we start our time together chatting 
about what has been happening in our lives, we look at the Bible readings and 
questions, sometimes we get side-tracked (which can still be valuable discussion!) and 
we finish with prayer. I love that our group brings different perspectives to Bible 
passages that I may not have thought of.  Sometimes, as I read through the study 
guide questions for the week, I think some of the answers seem obvious, but other 
people have different answers to what I was anticipating! 
 

I think one of the most challenging things about being part of a group is opening up 
and making ourselves vulnerable to other people.  I love our group, and I trust 
everyone there, but it is still scary to admit things that you’d rather not tell anyone 
else – sometimes even things you don’t want to spell out in your own mind!  But I think 
if we open up to each other, we grow more in our faith and in our relationships. 
 

Sometimes we cancel the Bible study in order to have a purely social evening, like a 
potluck dinner, or a movie (if there’s a Christian movie showing that we’d like to see), 
or a games night – Taboo is one of our favourite games at the moment.  When we do 
this, we open our group up to include other friends who don’t necessarily come to 
church who we think might like a fun evening. 
 

We also try to look for ways to serve people in our circles where we work, live and play. 
Sometimes, someone has a friend who needs a hand and we’ll pitch in to do what we 
can. This has looked like yard work, cooking meals, and last year one couple in our 
group organised a garage sale to raise money while someone was recovering from 
surgery. 
 

I think being part of a group is very important. Attending church services is also 
important, but it’s easy to get lost in the crowd and feel isolated.  It can be 
intimidating to approach people on Sundays and hard to make much of a connection 
in the short time available while you have a coffee.  But being part of a group means 
you meet the same people each week and keep building on those connections and 
really get to know people. 
 

Kathryn Evans 



 

I recently read a book called ‘Enjoy Your 
Prayer Life’ by Michael Reeves. It’s only a 
short book (46 pages), but it packs a 
punch beyond its page count. Reeves 
endeavours to show why prayer is not 
only essential, but also why it can be 
something enjoyable. This is an important 
corrective for many of us who tend to 
think of prayer more as a duty to be 
performed rather than a gift to be 
enjoyed. In fact, if we were to play a game 
of word association, where I say the word 
‘prayer’ and you blurt out the first word 
that comes into your mind, I suspect the 
word ‘enjoy’ would not be forthcoming. 

Of course, this is true for many different 
reasons. Some of us have just never been 
taught how to pray, and we’re hardly 
going to enjoy something we feel ill-
equipped to do. Others of us have been 
taught how to pray but we’ve fallen out of 
practice; we’ve been neglecting time 
alone with God and time in the word of 
God, which actually provides the fuel and 
framework for our prayers. Some of us 
have come to the dangerous conclusion, 
perhaps unconsciously, that we don’t 
need to pray because we have everything 
under control. Whatever the reason might 
be, for many of us prayer is not a precious 
gift from God that brings joy, but a 
demanding duty that brings only guilt.  

So, how can you enjoy your prayer life? Is 
it even possible? Of course, we need 
practical tips and instruction. If you’re 
looking for help in this area I’d 
recommend ‘A Praying Life: Connecting 
with God in a Distracting World’ by Paul 
Miller, ‘Prayer and the Voice of God’ by 
Phillip Jensen and Tony Payne, and for 
something a little deeper, ‘Prayer: 
Experiencing Awe and Intimacy with God’ 
by Timothy Keller.  

But we need more than just practicalities. 
We need to appreciate the privilege of 
prayer. We need to know that because of 
Jesus’ finished work on the cross we have 
been made children of God and we have 
been graciously invited to commune with 
and talk to our heavenly Father. When 
Jesus taught us to pray, he taught us to 
begin by saying: “Our Father in 
heaven…” (Matt. 6:9). 

Michael Reeves puts it this way in one of 
my favourite paragraphs from his book: 
“To know you are a beloved child of God 
protects you from thinking of prayer as a 
ladder to God or an exercise by which you 
work your way into his favour. Prayer 
doesn’t make you more accepted.  

Instead, prayer is growing in the 
appreciation of what you’ve been given.    
It may be that your heart is cold, your  



 

love is weak, and your prayers are 
shabby, but what matters is that, 
united to Christ and in him, you are a 
cherished son — and your Father 
delights to hear you.” Or as Timothy 
Keller has so creatively and memorably 
put it, “The only person who dares 
wake up a king at 3:00 AM for a glass of 
water is a child. We have that kind of 
access.”  

This should move you and motivate 
you to pray, not because you have to, 
but because you get too. Prayer is not a 
ritual we must carry out or a task we 
must tick off. It is the way we relate to 
God and it is proof that we rely on him. 
God is our loving Father who always 
delights to hear our prayers. You can 
share with him whatever is on your 
mind and ask for whatever help you 
need. Why not begin today? 

adam@bpcc.com.au 

All books are available through 
www.koorong.com 

Phillip Jensen & Tony Payne 

$16.99 

 

Prayer and the Voice of God: God's Living 
Word Will Transform the Way You Pray  

Paul E. Miller  

Paperback $21.99 

eBook $17.17 

Paul Miller shares his insights and 
conclusions about how to connect the 
broken pieces of your life and allow 
prayer to fill the gaps with meaning and 
substance.  

Tim Keller 

Paperback $29.99 

eBook $11.99 
 

 
 

A very practical book on how to 
dismantle idols and bring about deep 
and permanent changes in our 
character and behaviour. This is a 
book that will teach you to pray - and 
in doing so, will change your life.  



 

24th November  
 

  

Disposable cups 
Napkins 

Plastic forks and 
spoons  

Red or green plastic 
tablecloths 

17th November  
 

 

Canned or bottled 
soft drinks  

 

Bottled water 

10th November  
 

Every year we host the Bray Park Community Carols, to share the good news about 
Jesus to people in our local community. We would love you to join with us in praying 
for this event and the people who will attend. Please consider who you can invite to 
this years carols and begin to pray for them flyers will be made available soon for you 
to use to personally invite people. 

 

There is much to do to plan an event like Bray Park Community Carols, one of those 
things is to organise supplies for the day. This is something you can help with.  
In November we will be collecting the following items; 



 

You know the old saying ‘many hands make light work’, well that is very true for 
our Carols event. In November we will open up the teams needed for the day. 
Consider how you can get involved, roles will include the following; 

If you like to know more please email carols@bpcc.com.au 
 

Each year we invite a number of stall holders to our Carols event, if you have a 
small market type business or know of someone who does we encourage stall 
applications until October 31st.  
Email carols@bpcc.com.au for more information. 
 

Putting on an event of this scale costs money, we are very thankful for the 
generous sponsors we already have in place for this years event, Gamma 
Technology and Warner Marketplace. However there is still opportunity for you or 
your business to help offset the costs. 
 
Individual Sponsor Opportunities 
Individual sponsorship can be given via EFTPOS, Cash (in a marked envelope), 
Bank Transfer or Online at www.bpcc.com.au/events.  
 
 
 
 

• Set up teams 

• Jumping castle supervisors 

• Kids crafts helpers 

• Face painters 

• Cooks and food servers 

• Pack up teams 

• Pre-event  food preparation 

• Carpark attendants 

• Entertainment  

• And much more 

Corporate Sponsors 
Is your business or a business you know of interested in partnering with us for this 
years event? Opportunities exist to sponsor, in return the business will  feature on 
any marketing materials as well as being featured on the day, a great opportunity 
for local businesses to reach their local community. 



 

I must admit that my personal prayer life 
can be sporadic. I often pray in the car, 
while I am doing things. Each week I meet 
with a friend so we can share and pray 
together. But quiet, personal, intimate 
prayer times don’t appear in my life as 
much as I would like it to, as much as they 
should. Why is that? Well, if I am honest, it 
is because I don’t prioritise it. 

In her book ‘Praying Together’, Megan Hill 
talks about our commitment to prayer 
hinging on our sense of its importance. 
She illustrates it with this story, ‘After our 
aging car finally died on the mechanic’s lift, 
my husband and I purchased a new car 
with a manual transmission. It was 
cheaper than the automatic model, and, 
though I’d never been able to drive a 
standard, I assured my husband I would 
learn. Two years later, I still can’t drive it. 
Over the months I made some half-hearted 
attempts on the local back roads, but the 
expense of time and energy, coupled with 
the ease of my automatic transmission 
minivan sitting ready in the driveway, 
lulled me into inertia. Why drive it? I don’t 
really have to. I have a friend who couldn’t 
drive a stick-shift car, either. But fifteen 
minutes after stepping off a plane in Brazil, 
someone handed him keys to one. This car 
was to be his sole transportation for the 

years of mission work he and his wife were 
just beginning. Without this car, he 
wouldn’t be able to purchase food, go to 
the doctor, or accomplish ministry. So my 
friend got in the car and drove. And today, 
the rhythms of gear and clutch and brake – 
extremely awkward for me – are second 
nature to him.’  

I think all of us would agree that prayer is 
good. But is it important enough that we 
prioritise it? I know some of you reading 
this have a fervent and healthy prayer life. 
I look to your example and ask you will 
pray for us who need to make prayer a 
priority in our life as well.  

Friends, prayer is not just important; 
prayer is beautiful and prayer is 
necessary. Prayer is at the heart of our 
relationship with God, so we must make it 
a significant part of our daily living. 
Healthy and frequent communication 
strengthens any relationship and the 
same is with our relationship with God. 
There’s no sugar coating it. If we heed the 
importance of prayer, if we want to 
strengthen our relationship with God, we 
will pray! 

Metaphorically I am handing us all a set of 
keys which are labelled ‘prayer life’ and 
now you need to drive it.  



 

creative@bpcc.com.au 

In time, the rhythms of prayer with our 
families, in our church, and in our quiet 
time will become second nature to us.  

 

 

 

We are putting together a group of people interested in attending Hillsong 
Conference in 2020. For more details or to register your interest visit  
www.bpcc.com.au/events  or contact Emma (creative@bpcc.com.au) 

 



 

Just a quick up date to share with you all 
that’s been happening at The Park over 
the cooler winter months. Business has 
been building and we seem to see more 
and more new faces on a weekly basis. 
Many people are quite surprised that we 
actually exist, are owned by our church, 
and are open to the public! 

On this note it is a wonderful opportunity 
when people come by and have 
questions or just need a little bit of 
friendship and support. This provides us 
with the chance to share with others the 
great work that our church does and it’s 
involvement with the community. Or 
even better, when a moment pops up to 
share the good news of Jesus and the 
Gospel. I always love the fact that we can 

say to someone who has interest in us, 
“Just a moment, let me get you some 
information for you”. We are able to fill 
their hands with our Quarterly, latest 
sermon workbooks and weekly blogs, 
then send them on their merry way with 
a big smile and the encouragement to 
come back any time. 

We have had a couple of really joyous 
and successful days thanks to our 
fabulous neighbours Genesis Christian 
College. Primary school sports day 
provided us with so many new young 
parents whom we have never met and 
some are now becoming quite regular 
customers. It’s always such an exciting 
beginning of the day when the little ones 
are so proud to have both Mum and Dad 
by their side early on a school day, rather 
than the usual quick morning drop off. 

Grandparent’s day was amazing! They 
literally came from everywhere and were 
at the school for most of the day. Many 
thanks to Pastor Ben for jumping in and 
giving us a hand.  

We actually do get quite a few mornings 
when it is just so busy that people seem 
to pop up from nowhere unexpectedly. If 
not for our beautiful church family, for 
instance Joanna, Emma or Pastor Ben 
who always just seem to arrive right in 
front of our eyes at the right time, we 
would be snowed under. 

 



 

Can you remember the magnificent 
Gingerbread Houses that we had on 
sale for Christmas last year? Well they 
were such a hit that this year we have 
the opportunity to pre order for the 
festive season. 

The houses are made by our 
Gingerbread baker who hand makes 
our famous Gingerbread men that are 
so popular they walk out the door 
every week.  

Orders must be in by October 29 at The 
Park. There will be a full list of products 
available with pricing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are as always so very grateful to our 
Sunday volunteers. Without all their 
dedication and hard work each Sunday 
The Park would not be the great 
meeting place it is on these special days 
and occasions. 

We are also going “single use” plastic 
water bottle free after the September 
school holidays. If you would like to 
have your own water bottle filled up 
with us, we are happy to do that for you 
with free filtered water. 

We are looking forward to a fabulous 
and joyous springtime at The Park and 

look forward to seeing everyone’s 
sunny smiles brightening up our days. 
Thank you everyone for all your ongoing 
help, blessings, encouragement and 
support. 

Our hours are 

Monday-Fridays, 7am to 3.30pm 

Sundays, after 9am service and from 
5pm before 6pm service 

School holidays, 7am-11am 

Please check out our social media posts 
for special events or changes to our 
operating hours. 

 

thepark@bpcc.com.au 



 

For children up to prep age and their 
carers. 

$2 per family per week and BYO 
morning tea for the child(ren) 

office@bpcc.com.au 

For girls in grades 1—7. Helping girls to 
grow into who they were created to be, 
through friendships, games, crafts, 
camps and badges, all with a biblical 
focus. 

$75/year + joining fee $35 

gems@bpcc.com.au 

 

For babies and toddlers up to 3 yrs 
During the 9am service 
 

For children from age 3 to Prep 
During the 9am service 
 

For children in Grades 1—6 
During the 9am service. 
 

A parents room is located off the 
church foyer. The service is live 
streamed for your convenience. 

For boys in grades 2—6. Helping boys to 
discover more about themselves, the 
world they live in and the God who 
created it all. 

$60/year + joining fee of $30  

cadets@bpcc.com.au 



 

Parenting is not for the faint of heart, and 
we all could do with some extra 
encouragement, tried and tested tips and 
biblically-based advice. Just like you, 
Geoff & Alicia are also parents and know 
how hard the parenting journey can be 
and love coming alongside parents. From 
the wealth of their experience as seasoned 
facilitators with Growing Families 
Australia they can give your parenting 
fresh insights and practical tools within a 
biblical framework.  
 
Your family is unique, with its own unique 
ups and downs, so we run small classes in 
person or on-line – this is not a one-size 
fits all ministry. And as they get to know 
your family they will focus the discussions 
on the specific needs of your family. They 
have also found that journeying with a few 
other families helps you feel connected 
and supported. 
 
It is possible to have a peaceful, life-giving, 
connected, fun-to-be-in-family. Geoff and 
Alicia are available to help and have 
courses available from newborns to teens. 
 
If you would like to know more check 
out www.Growingfamilies.life 
Contact Geoff & Alicia Bongers (0402 210 
184  or bongers.family@bigpond.com)  
 
 

On the Check-Ins Tab, you have the 
ability to pre check-in you kids, 
allowing you to quickly scan the code 
when you arrive for faster check in. 
Simply select the children checking 
in, click next and you will receive a 
code for you to scan on arrival.

Our manned Check-In station is open 
between 8.40am and 9.10am on 
Sunday Mornings. If you arrive after 
9.10am please use the app and scan 
your code on the tablet screen to 
check-in and receive your child's 
name tag.

http://www.growingfamilies.life/
mailto:bongers.family@bigpond.com


 

Our GEMS had a wonderful time 
celebrating with their Dad’s at a special 
Father’s Day LEGO night. They had fun 
playing LEGO bingo, competing to see 
who could build the tallest LEGO tower, 

and enjoying a 
yummy LEGO 
themed supper. 
What a wonderful 
opportunity for our 
girls to spend time 
with their Dad’s, 
letting them know 
how much they are 
loved. 

GEMS is a ministry for primary aged girls. 
They meet fortnightly at the church on a 
Thursday night from 6:30pm – 8:30pm. 
For more info, contact Lisa Brownhill at 
gems@bpcc.com.au  

We love watching our GEMS and Cadets grow in God's word, but have you considered 
how you could grow by joining our team? We are currently looking for two new GEMS 
and Cadets leaders to support growing numbers and to support some of our current 
leaders in moving to serve at other ministries within the church. 

At our church we invite people to connect to God through Jesus, to grow in Jesus, to 
serve like Jesus and to go with Jesus into the world. 

Serving like Jesus through a ministry like GEMS and Cadets is a wonderful way to 
connect with members of the local community. Taking time to teach children about 
God helps us learn and grow in Jesus ourselves. 

If you think you could give 2 hours of your time every fortnight (usually 4 nights a term) 
or you have any questions, then please come and have a chat to Nathan Craze (Cadets 
cadets@bpcc.com.au) or Lisa Brownhill (GEMS gems@bpcc.com.au), or call 3882 1989 

 

mailto:Cadets@bpcc.com.au
mailto:Gems@bpcc.com.au


 

We had a great time at SUMMIT Youth 
Camp in Term 3! 

Camp was at Mount Tambourine, from the 
9-11th of August. We enjoyed excellent 
food, made and grew good friendships, 
had a lot of fun in our Tribe Wars, and 
were powerfully impacted as we 
discussed living the way Jesus teaches in 
the Sermon on the Mount.  

It was encouraging for us as leaders to see 
a number of youth make the decision to 
follow Jesus, and we had many great 
conversations with young people who are 
growing in their faith.  

A huge thank you to all the people who 
invest time and energy into preparing and 
running Youth Camp, and to all of our 
church family who sponsored a young 
person to attend it was hugely valuable 
for them!  

And to all of you who were holding us up 
in your prayers, they were answered, and 
we thank you so much for your many 
prayers! We had a safe weekend, with no 
major injuries or hospital trips, and the 
program ran smoothly and well.  

Looking forward to next year!  

 

youth@bpcc.com.au 



 

Taken from an Article written by Joey & Carla Link 
from Parenting Made Practical 

Have you looked at Christmas through 
your child's eyes? For the toddler it's new 
shiny objects to pull off a tree or bows and 
paper to tear off presents, not that they 
know what presents even are.  

Then there is the child who wonders what 
the joy of cutting down a tree is, and to 
have to pick up needles and keep it 
watered. And why do we bring a dead tree 
in our house and don't even burn it in the 
fireplace? 

For a young primary school kid, it's the 
excitement of Santa coming and bringing 
them presents and depending on where 
they live, play in the swimming pool over 
their school holidays. For the older 
primary school kid, it's the excitement of a 
new expensive toy they wouldn't get 
otherwise. 

Kids in middle school are glad for the 
holiday from school and want to lay back 
and do what pleases them 24/7. When 
asked if they have their presents for their 
siblings ready, they look at Mum like she 
has grown an extra head. Spend money 
on siblings?!  

Remember when you wished your toddler 
would sleep in so you could? Well, they 
are teens now and sleeping in means most 
of the day. Asking them to watch their 
younger siblings so you can get last 

minute shopping done or to help with 
extra housework before their 
grandparents arrive is like making them 
do menial labour. 

How do your kids see Christmas in your 
home? There often is so much hustle and 
bustle for all the End of Year events, it's 
difficult to actually see the celebration of 
Christ's birth in any of the above. If we 
truly want to pass our faith on to our kids, 
making the reason for the season our 
focal point in our kids' eyes should be 
paramount.  

Here are a few suggestions you might 
consider: 

1. Ask your kids if they would like to have 
a party to celebrate Jesus birthday? If so, 
ask them what they could do to make the 
party about Jesus. 

2. Ask your kids what they are learning in 
church about the birth of Jesus and what 
part do they like the best. 

3. Play Christmas songs in the car and 
house and ask them one night at dinner to 
share one song that made them really 
think differently about Jesus birth and 
Christmas. 

4. Make it special when you take your kids 
shopping for a gift for a sibling or friend 
and ask them why they want to give that 
gift to them. Ask them how that helps 
them celebrate Jesus birth. 



 5. Go look at Christmas lights and rate 
the best ones that reflect the birth of 
Jesus. 

6. Ask your kids to look at the 
ornaments on your tree and share with 
the family the one that they think best 
depicts Christ's birth to them. 

7. Set up Advent candles and read 
Advent stories every night or at least 
once a week. 

8. Ask them how they think the family 
can best celebrate our Lord's birthday. 

9. Look for ways in the community 
people celebrate Jesus birthday.  

10. Read the Christmas story and 
possibly act it out as a family. Go see a 
Christmas play to remind you of our 
Lord's birth. 

While it can be a cliché to say we all get 
busy during the Christmas season, it 
should be about honouring and 
celebrating Jesus birth! What are you 
doing to pass your faith on about our 
Lord and Saviour's birth to your kids? 

 

All books are available through 
www.koorong.com 

Join us as our children help present 
the Christmas story at our  

9am Sunday 23rd December 

Margie Harding 
$25.99 

 

A delightful guide to celebrating 
Advent together as a family. The book 
includes daily bible readings, activities 
to do with the kids and a challenge for 
the adults.  

$12.99 

 

This "memory-making devotional" is 
designed to help families with younger 
children (primary age and younger) 
see the true meaning of Christmas and 
to participate in simple activities to 
enhance their enjoyment of Christmas.  

James Merritt  

$25.99 

 

The 25 Days of Christmas is a unique 
advent devotional written to help your 
family experience richer joy as you 
discover what the holiday 
is really about.  



 

14 /10  Doco Night! 
21/10   Teaching: Isaiah 52:1-12 
28/10   Growth Groups 
4/11   Offsite Growth Groups 
11/11   Growth Groups 
18/11   Doesn't the Bible Support          
   Violence? 
25/11   Offsite Growth Groups 
2/12   Growth Groups 
9/12   Christmas Party! 

11/10   Beach Party 
18/10   Donuts & Milo 
20/10   Assembly 
25/10   Water Fight 
1/11    Split 
8/11    Send Off 
15/11   Red Carpet 
22/11   Games Night 
29/11   Xmas Party 
1/12     Assembly 
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‘Called’ is the 2020 Youth and Young 
Adults Convention for our wider 
church family, the Christian 
Reformed Churches of Australia. This 
convention will focus, specifically on 
what God has called us to be in the 
book of 1 Peter. Convention runs 
every two years, and is a great place 
to gather together with young 
people from all over the country for 
a week of worship, fellowship, 
growth, and great times with friends, 
new and old!  

When:    4 – 9 January 2020. 
Who:      Anyone aged 16-28 
Where: Mapleton QCCC,  
                Sunshine  Coast  
Cost:     $465  
 
So what are you waiting for? 

Head to  
www.crcayouthconvention.com.au 

Registration is open until late Oct. 

Many of our young people at Bray 
Park are involved in organizing 
Convention, and we would love to 
have you there with us!  

Email youth@bpcc.com.au for 
information 

Our Youth Bible Study group meets on 
Wednesday evenings to talk about what 
the passage from Sunday's sermon 
means for our lives as young people.  

We meet at the church from 7-9 pm 
every Wednesday during school term. If 
you are in Years 7-12 and want to join 
us, we would love to have you along! 
Email youth@bpcc.com.au or talk to 
Nathanael for more info."  

youth@bpcc.com.au 

mailto:youth@bpcc.com.au


 

A group of us attended an event by City 
Bible Forum in August where Sam Chan 
was the keynote speaker. Sam Chan, a 
medical doctor with a PhD in Theology, 
gave us his tips about how to reach 
Australians with the gospel. He made 
some really good points, some of which I 
would like to share with you: 

1. Understand your context 

The first thing Sam talked about was 
understanding your context. Any good 
overseas missionary knows that they need 
to study the context of the place in which 
they will be serving. And it’s the same 
thing for us in Australia. We have a context 
and we would be wise to understand it 
properly. Sam argued that in Australia we 
are currently living in a post-Christian, 
post-church context. The majority of 
people view Christianity as something 
outdated and restrictive. This means that 
people will generally view Christians as 
“the bad guys”, they will approach us with 
scepticism and suspicion. So, part of our 
approach to reaching Australians will 
involve building some ‘social capital’ to 
begin with. We need to build friendships 
with people to break down false 
stereotypes and remove barriers to the 
gospel. 

2. Practice active listening 

Sam also talked about active listening. 
There are types of listening where we are 

uninterested, or simply waiting for our 
turn to speak. But active listening is about 
genuinely listening to the person to better 
understand them and their point of view. 
The goal is to understand and empathise, 
not to wait for your turn. This shows them 
that you care, and again, it builds social 
capital. Sam illustrated this by telling us a 
story of a conversation he had with a man 
on a plane. As soon as Sam explained that 
he was in Christian ministry, the man 
responded by saying that he has learned 
that Christianity is just a cover-up for 
discrimination against gay people. Now, 
Sam could have tried to defend 
Christianity, but instead of doing this, he 
tried to understand his new friend. He 
said, “Really?! Tell me more.”. He kept 
asking questions. He showed that he 
understood by summarising what the 
man was saying, and he empathised with 
his feelings. What could have been a 
hostile and short conversation, turned out 
to be a long, enjoyable conversation that 
gained Sam social capital and trust with 
this man. 

3. Practice hospitality 

What was Jesus often doing with sinners, 
tax-collectors and even the Pharisees? 
Eating. He was doing hospitality. In fact, 
he was eating and drinking with people so 
much that he was accused of being ‘a 
glutton and a drunkard’ (Luke 7:34).  

 



 

Opening our homes to people helps us 
take the friendship further. It shows 
them that we don’t just see them as a 
colleague or an acquaintance, but as a 
friend. Furthermore, it moves the 
interaction into the ‘private’ space. Sam 
talked about how at any given time we 
find ourselves in different spaces. In the 
‘public’ space, Australians believe that 
religion is taboo… you shouldn’t talk 
about it. But, they don’t think the same 
way about the ‘private’ space. You can 
believe whatever you want within the 
confines of your own home! This is why 
the private space of the home facilitates 
deeper conversations about topics that 
are often taboo. Plus, hospitality is a 
massive theme in New Testament 
Christianity (Romans 12:13; Hebrews 
13:2), it’s one way in which we can love 
our neighbour! 

4. Become the de facto chaplain 

Sam also talked about becoming the 
‘de facto chaplain’ in people’s lives by 
being a consistently ‘peaceful and     
non-anxious presence’. Get to know 
people in your public spaces (work, 
school, sporting clubs, etc). Build 
friendships with them. Don’t be hostile 
if someone insults your faith. Respond 
with gentleness and respect (1 Peter 
3:15). Sam talked about how his army-
chaplain friend did this. He was a 
peaceful, non-anxious presence in Iraq 
amongst his squad. Over time people 
began to trust this army-chaplain. In 
fact, the commanding officer (who was 
a staunch atheist) asked this chaplain 
to see him in private. And the 
commander actually asked Sam’s friend 
to pray for him. When we consistently 
love, listen and respect people, we 
become the de facto chaplains in their 
lives. Being open about our faith, whilst 
being a peaceful presence builds trust 
with people. It opens up the way for 
spiritual conversations to occur, and 
they do. 

Sam’s talk was really helpful. I believe 
all of these points are really just the 

practical application of our call to love 
our neighbour. True love (wanting the 
best for others) demands that we join 
God in his mission to spread the good 
news about Jesus. And it also compels 
us to understand our culture, genuinely 
listen to people, open up our homes 
and consistently respond with 
gentleness. 

ben@bpcc.com.au 



 

 

Meet in the hall every Monday 9.00am—
12pm. This group works on a variety of 
projects and beginners are welcome. Cost 
is $5 per morning.  
 

Tanya Sadie 0415 103 359  
tanya.sadie@bigpond.com  
 

Our Seniors gather together for a games 
morning full of fun and fellowship on the 
2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month.  
They meet at 9.30am—11.30am in the 
church hall. All are welcome to attend. 
 

Meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the 
month from 9.30am —11.30 am in the Jnr 
Kidz Church room. All are welcome to 
attend. Bring along your own project. 
 

Ladies Fellowship meet on the 3rd 
Wednesday of every month for Bible study 
and to share lunch together. The group 
starts at 10am and finishes at 1pm at 
BPCC. 
 

Church office 3882 1989 
office@bpcc.com.au 

For all singles between the ages of 30—65.  
Join us  for  fellowship and share a meal 
together.  
 

 
 

Sunday, October 13th  
Lunch at Jack & Jeannie De Vries 12pm 
 

Monday, November 18th  
Dinner at Jack & Jeannie De Vries 6:30 pm 
 
Sunday, December 22nd 
Lunch at Jack & Jeannie De Vries 12pm 
 

Lyn Lodder  0408 879 001 
llodder4@bigpond.com  



 

BPCC Women warmly invites all ladies 
to Ladies Retreat! 

Come and REST and deepen our 
understanding of God’s love. 
The theme, ‘His banner over me is 
love’, is the focus over the weekend as 
we look deeper at Song of Songs 2:4. 

Sherrie Brook will share God’s heart 
with us, and Linda Maritz will host a 
creative session on Saturday. There 
will be time for prayer, fellowship and 
in the evening worship around the 
campfire. 

When:       Sat 12th Oct - Sun 13th Oct 
Where:     Frederick Marsden Youth 
       Center (Kallangur) 

Cost:             $98  (day rates also  
       available) 
Register: www.bpcc.com.au/events  

 

2020 Vision the CRCA National Women's 
Convention, a weekend retreat for 
women of all ages. 

Join with women from across Australia on 
the weekend of May 29th - June 1st 2020 
at Alexandra Headlands in Queensland. 

Guest Speaker will be Robyn Bain sharing 
from the book of Ruth. 

Full Fee is $350 with discounts available 
for pensioners and day visitors. 

For more information visit 
www.tivolicrc.org.au/web/2020-vision/or 
contact the church office 
(office@bpcc.com.au) 

Registrations close 24th April 2020  



 

creative@bpcc.com.au 

Earlier this year a group from BPCC had 
the privilege to visit some of the churches 
and projects that are part of our 
Compassion Partnership in Thailand. It 
was a wonderful and life-changing 
experience! We are very excited to 
announce a future proposed Field 
Experience in 2021.  

Overview & Purpose: The principal 
purpose of the Field Experience is to see 
how Compassion works with local 
churches to provide critical, ongoing 
support from the womb to the workforce 
for children, families and communities 
through four core programs: Mums & 
Babies, Child Sponsorship Program, 
Leadership Development Program, and 
Critical Interventions. 

During this Field Experience, you will 
experience firsthand the everyday issues 
and challenges confronting those living in 
poverty. You will be challenged and 
inspired—perhaps even bewildered or 
angered—as well as changed by what you 
see, hear, and experience, and by the 
relationships you will form.  

Date: Early/Mid-March, 2021 

Cost (approx.): $2,150 (includes flights, 
accommodation, meals, & internal 
transport in Thailand) 

Want more? Email emma@bpcc.com.au 

Want to register? Check out 
www.bpcc.com.au (note: you are able to 
opt out prior to June 2020) 

Compassion is a Christian 
international holistic child 
development organisation. 
Through the Compassion 
Sponsorship Program, more than 2 
million children are currently being 
released from poverty in Jesus’ 
name. You can learn more at 
www.compassion.com.au.  

If you would like to find out about 
sponsoring a child through 
Compassion, contact the church 
office (office@bpcc.com.au) 

mailto:emma@bpcc.com.au
http://www.bpcc.com.au


 

We sponsor over 160 children through the 
ministry of Compassion. The majority of 
these children come from the same 
region in Northern Thailand. Sponsor a 
child through Compassion, starting from 
$48/mth.  

Have you written to your child lately? 

Don’t forget to write regularly, the 
children love receiving letters from their 
sponsors. You can write a letter online at 
www.compassion.com.au 

We support the New Life Orphanage in 
Myanmar who care for over 180 orphans. 
100% of all sponsorship money goes 
directly to the Orphanage. Child 
sponsorship starts from $33/mth.  

High School education in the Solomon 
Islands is expensive for the locals, but you 
can send a child to school for $150/yr.  

Please contact the church office 
office@bpcc.com.au or visit the 

Connections Centre for more info. 



 

Saturday 19th October 2019, 6.30pm at Bray Park State High School Hall                  
Tickets are $10.00 each (tables of 8)  

Raffles, Games, Lucky Door Prize.                                                                                                         
Light dinner and snacks available for purchase (cash only), BYO (corkage fee applies).                                       
RSVP by October 11th to chappytrivia@gmail.com  

Saturday 2nd November 2019, 9.00am to 11.00am at Bray Park Community Church 
Tickets are $15.00 each 

There will be a cent auction and craft items for sale with all monies going to Breast 
Cancer Research. For more info, to pre book your tickets and to RSVP (27th October) 
contact Lurelle Murphy 0431 179 860 or lurellemurphy@hotmail.com 

Saturday 16th November 2019 at Bray Park Community Church                                         
5pm for the Sausage Sizzle 6pm for Family Trivia 
$12 for singles, $20 for couples and $25 for families (Sausage Sizzle and Trivia) 

The night will include a mini cent auction and craft items for sale with all monies 
going to Movember. For more info or to pre order your tickets and RSVP (10/11/2019) 
contact Allen Murphy 0407 147 578 or abmurphy@gmail.com 

mailto:lurellemurphy@hotmail.com
mailto:abmurphy@gmail.com


 

Each week we help families in need by 
giving away food hampers. If you would 
like to contribute, donations of both 
goods and money can be left in the 
church foyer each week. 
 

We provide home cooked meals to people 
when they are going through a tough 
time. 

We like to keep our freezer stocked ready 
to help when a need arises. If you would 
like to support this ministry please 
contact Kerri Cross (0400 799 777) 

LINC is a local organisation which provide 
transport for people in need. LINC is 
always looking for drivers to join their 
team. Drivers provide transport to 
medical appointments for people who are 
unable to drive themselves or manage 
public transport. Contact Steve Howarth 
(0407 698 713) 

Each Christmas the Pine Rivers Care 
Network provides food hampers and toys 
for the needy in our local community. 
 
Many of you ask each year how you can 
give to those in need. This year  
between the  1st –14th December we will 
be collecting donations of non perishable 
food items and festive food items to 
contribute to these hampers. Items can 
be left in the church foyer or at the church 
office. Hampers will be distrusted on 
December 18th, please contact Pastor 
Ben ben@bpcc.com.au if you would like 
to be involved on the day. 



 

Dear Church Family 

I love being part of a family, I love being 
part of a team, and I love being part of 
Bray Park Community Church. The way I 
show that I love something is to serve. I try 
and make myself available at every 
opportunity to server others. In 1 
Corinthians 12:12-27 Jesus uses the 
example of how the body is made up of 
many parts that need to work together for 
the body to function properly. The same 
as the church, we all have a part to play 
whether that be a behind-the-scenes job 
like organising the colouring-in sheets for 
the kids on a Sunday, to playing the drums 
during worship. To me serving and getting 
involved makes me feel part of the church, 
not just part of the crowd but someone 
who is needed and loved. It is also a great 
way to get to know your fellow members 
and build relationships. It is a blessing to 
be able to bless others with the gifts that 
God has given you. 

I want to thank all of you who are 
currently serving in any capacity and 
know that as a Church Council we are 
always praying for our volunteers. There 
are many ways for you to get involved at 
BPCC, if you want to serve somewhere 
contact the office and they will find 
something for you. There are also some 
opportunities listed over the page for you 

to check out. We have Carols coming up 
soon and we will need many volunteers to 
make the event a success, lets get the 
whole body working together. 

The third quarter of 2019 has been 
fantastic. We have had very successful 
men's and women's connect events, 
Growth Groups are going strong, Sunday 
service attendance has been solid, kids 
and youth ministries are going well, The 
Park is reaching into the community and 
making great coffee. We are in good shape 
financially, thanks must go to all of you for 
your continued support through your 
tithes and offerings. We are blessed to be 
part of such a giving church. 

Church Council continues to look forward 
as we plan the direction of the church 
from 2020 and beyond. We thank those 
that took the time to complete the survey 
to help us formulate those plans. I am 
excited for what God has in store for us. 
Can I ask that you pray for Church Council 
and the leaders of BPCC as we go through 
this process, pray that we continue to seek 
Gods guidance as we build his kingdom. 

Thank you church for your faithfulness 
and I look forward to providing further 
updates in the future. God Bless. 

churchcouncil@bpcc.com.au 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We provide home cooked meals to 
people when they are going through a 
tough time. 

We like to keep our freezer stocked 
ready to help when a need arises. If you 
would like to support this ministry 
please contact Kerri Cross  

(0400 799 777) 

GEMS and Cadets are our primary school 
aged ministries and they are in need for 
leaders for 2020.  These groups meet 
fortnightly on a Thursday night during 
the school term. Please contact Lisa at 
gems@bpcc.com.au or Nathan at 
cadets@bpcc.com.au. 

Our AM kitchen team is always 
welcoming new people to the team, we 
would love to have you join us. It is a 
great team to help you get to know 
people and to provide our church family 
with a friendly atmosphere after the 
service. Email Joanna@bpcc.com.au  

We regularly get calls from people who 
need a little help around the house this 
can be anything including moving some 
furniture or doing a dump run or 
mowing a lawn just to name a few. If you 
have the ability to help out as a need 
arises please contact our Community 
Pastor ben@bpcc.com.au  

 



 

ben@bpcc.com.au 

adam@bpcc.com.au 

youth@bpcc.com.au 

creative@bpcc.com.au 

office@bpcc.com.au 

caroline@bpcc.com.au 

 
prayer@bpcc.com.au 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

churchcouncil@bpcc.com.au 
Church Council meet on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month 
 

Adam Schoenmaker adam@bpcc.com.au 

Ben Fien ben@bpcc.com.au 

Emma Sunderland creative@bpcc.com.au 

Nathanael Remminga youth@bpcc.com.au 

Caroline Brandon caroline@bpcc.com.au 
 

Emma Sunderland playgroup@bpcc.com.au 

 Lisa Brownhill gems@bpcc.com.au 

Nathan Craze cadets@bpcc.com.au 

 Nathanael Remminga youth@bpcc.com.au 

Ben and Michanne Fien ben@bpcc.com.au 

growthgroups@bpcc.com.au 
 

9.00am - 3.00pm Mon-Fri 

3882 1989    

office@bpcc.com.au      

www.bpcc.com.au 

P.O. Box 3088  WARNER  QLD   4500 

Bray Park Community Church 

brayparkcommunitychurch 
 

 

Offering Bags 
 

at the Connections Centre  
 

ANZ Bank Everton Park  
BSB: 014 234   
A/C: 3670 48692 
 

www.bpcc.com.au/give 
 

are available on the back of the 
church seats or at the 
Connection Centre 

At BPCC there are many 
opportunities to serve, and for 
those who serve like Jesus no 
task is too menial or small. 
If you would like information on 
joining a team please email 

 
 

or go to 

 

 

 



 


