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Whether we realise it or not, we all need a king. We all desire for someone 
to rule our lives, whether that be us or someone else. In 1 Samuel we see 
what happens when people reject God as King. In this exciting book, God 

reluctantly raises up kings to rule over his rebellious people.  
 

But 1 Samuel is more than simply a record of the past. It points us forward 
to God’s ultimate plan and to his true king, the Lord Jesus Christ. Join us 
for a 9-week journey through this supremely relevant book of the Bible as 

we explore the ‘Rise of the Kings’ and encounter God’s true King in the 
hope that we will all allow him to be the ruler of our lives. 
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Women’s Growth Group 

1pm—2.30pm @ BPCC 

 

Young Adults  
Sermon Based 

7pm—9pm @ BPCC 

 

Men & Mates 

Sermon Based 

6am—7am @ BPCC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladies Fellowship  
3rd Wednesday  
11.30am—1pm 

 

Youth  
Sermon Based 

7pm—9pm @ BPCC 

 

Ladies Bible Study Fellowship 

7pm—9pm @ BPCC 

 

Deutschmann  
Growth Group 

Sermon Based 

7pm—9pm @ Bray Park 

 

 

Ladies Know Your Bible 

9am—11am @ BPCC 

Children Welcome 

 

 

Ladies Care/Share  
Fortnightly 

9am—11am @ BPCC 

 

 

Instagram 

brayparkcommunitychurch 

Facebook 

Bray Park Community Church 

Website 

www.bpcc.com.au 
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The book of 1 Samuel, along with 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 Kings, originally formed one 
large volume known as the ‘Book of Kingdoms’. Its division into the four separate 
books that we have in our Bibles today probably happened during the time of the early 
church to make it less daunting and more readable. Together these four books form a 
continuous history and record an incredibly significant era in Israel’s history: the era 
that saw Israel transition from a loosely connected group of twelve tribes to a nation 
ruled by a centralised king (monarchy).  

 

The story of 1 Samuel centres on three key people: Samuel, Saul, and David. Samuel 
was the last of the judges and the prophet who anointed the first two kings. Saul was 
Israel’s first king, while David was Israel’s next and most beloved king.  

 

The story itself is told in three basic parts, each related to these three men: 

 

In part 1 (chs. 1—7) the story is all about Samuel; his birth, call, and early career 
are narrated (1:1–4:1a), as well as the loss of the ark of the covenant to the 
Philistines before their conquest and the ark’s eventual return (4:1b–7:14).  

 

In part 2 (chs. 8—15) the stories of Samuel and Saul overlap with two central 
issues coming to the fore: (1) God’s affirmations but also warnings about 
Israel’s desire for a king (chs. 8–12); and (2) the beginning of Saul’s reign and 
God’s rejection of him as king (chs. 13–15).  

 

In part 3 (chs. 16–31) the stories of Saul and David overlap with the essential 
aspect of the story being told at the beginning and the end: the anointing of 
David to replace Saul as king (16:1–13) and the death of Saul and his apparent 
heir, Jonathan (ch. 31). It is a thrilling story centred on David’s rise and Saul’s 
demise, as well as Saul’s constant pursuit of David in order to kill the upstart 
rival to his dynasty. 

 

It is important to note that the book of 1 Samuel picks up where the book of Judges 
finishes: the downward spiral of Israel into rebellion and apostasy.  Judges ends with 
these ominous words: “In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was 
right in his own eyes.” (21:25). The days when Israel had no king were days of moral 
anarchy and unfettered self-indulgence. But the real problem for Israel ran deeper than 
simply the fact that they had no king to rule over them. In actual fact, they did have a 
King—God Himself was their king—but they refused to acknowledge this reality or to 
live obediently under His reign. Their real problem was not their lack of a king, but their 
lack of obedience to God as their King. 

This helps us to understand the events of 1 Samuel. As the narrative moves forward we 
see Israel ask for a king to rule over them like they see the other nations have. To God 
this is tantamount to a rejection of His rule over them (1 Sam. 8:7). And what we will see 
is that the people’s choice for their first king, Saul, though he starts well, ultimately 
comes to ruin due to his obstinate refusal to listen obediently to the word of God that 
comes through Samuel. Even God’s choice to be king, David, proves to be a mixed 
blessing. 
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David’s reign is the high point in Israel’s history—he unifies Israel, establishes 
Jerusalem as the capital city, and completes the conquest of the land promised to the 
Israelites by God. Yet David’s story is also one of tragedy, ignominy, and defeat 
(narrated in the events of 2 Samuel). With the rise and demise of these kings, God is at 
work to point us forward to how he will ultimately resolve the mess of humankind’s 
rebellious mutiny against his good rule. 

 

Both Saul and David were anointed with oil when they became king (1 Sam. 10:1; 
16:13), and thus each became known as “the anointed one” (1 Sam. 2:35). The 
Hebrew word for this phrase is “messiah”, or “Christ” in the language of the New 
Testament (Greek). Thus, in both the disastrous reign of Saul and the flawed reign of 
David, we are being prepared for and pointed towards the true Christ, the one who 
would finally rule God’s people in the way that God intends. 

 

This is how 1 Samuel fits into the overarching story of the Bible: it helps prepare us to 
see our need for a king. But not just any king; we are pointed forward to the coming of 
a great king whose reign will never end and who will bear all the marks of David’s 
greatness but none of his flaws. As the story unfolds, God actually makes an 
unconditional covenant promise to David that one from his bloodline would reign 
over God’s people forever (2 Samuel 7). The history of these first kings (literally 
“christs”) anticipates and points us towards the rule of the perfect and promised 
King, the Lord Jesus Christ. As we explore 1 Samuel and read the story of the rise of 
the kings in Israel, we will be pointed to and prepared for the arrival of the King of 
Kings; Jesus Christ. 
 

The above article is largely based on the following resources: 

EV Church, Rise of the Kings: 1 & 2 Samuel 
Gordon D. Fee and Douglas Stuart, How to Read the Bible Book by Book 

 

“…as we read 1 Samuel, we will see Jesus Christ. And seeing him in and through 1 
Samuel will enable us to see him with fresh colour and texture, and see afresh what it 

means for us to follow him as King in an age that worships personal freedom.” 

 — Tim Chester 

1 Samuel: Looking for a Leader – John Woodhouse 

1 Samuel: Looking on the Heart – Dale Ralph Davis 

1 and 2 Samuel – Joyce Baldwin 

1 Samuel For You – Tim Chester 

 

Waiting for the King: 1 Samuel — Creek Road Presbyterian Church 

Rise of the Kings: 1 & 2 Samuel — EV Church 

NIV Zondervan Study Bible 

NIV Serendipity Bible 

ESV Study Bible 
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Monday 15 October:  
1 Samuel 1:1-28 

Tuesday 16 October:  
1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Wednesday 17 October:  
1 Samuel 2:11-26 

Thursday 18 October:  
1 Samuel 2:27-36 

Friday 19 October:  
1 Samuel 3:1-21 

 

Monday 22 October:  
1 Samuel 4:1-22 

Tuesday 23 October:  
1 Samuel 5:1-12 

Wednesday 24 October:  
1 Samuel 6—7:1 

Thursday 25 October:  
1 Samuel 7:2-17 

Friday 26 October:  
1 Samuel 8:1-22 

Monday 29 October:  
1 Samuel 9:1-27 

Tuesday 30 October:  
1 Samuel 10:1-16 

Wednesday 31 October:  
1 Samuel 10:17-27 

Thursday 1 November:  
1 Samuel 11:1-15 

Friday 2 November:  
1 Samuel 12:1-25 

 

Monday 5 November:  
1 Samuel 13:1-23 

Tuesday 6 November:  
1 Samuel 14:1-23 

Wednesday 7 November:  
1 Samuel 14:24-46 

Thursday 8 November:  
1 Samuel 14:47-52 

Friday 9 November:  
1 Samuel 15:1-35

Monday 12 November:  
1 Samuel 16:1-13 

Tuesday 13 November:  
1 Samuel 16:14-23 

Wednesday 14 November:  
1 Samuel 17:1-54 

Thursday 15 November:  
1 Samuel 17:55–18:5 

Friday 16 November:  
1 Samuel 18:6-30 

Monday 19 November:  
1 Samuel 19:1-24 

Tuesday 20 November:  
1 Samuel 20:1-42 

Wednesday 21 November:  
1 Samuel 21:1-15 

Thursday 22 November:  
1 Samuel 22:1-23 

Friday 23 November:  
1 Samuel 23:1-29 

Monday 26 November:  
1 Samuel 24:1-15 

Tuesday 27 November:  
1 Samuel 24:16—25:1 

Wednesday 28 November:  
1 Samuel 25:2-35 

Thursday 29 November:  
1 Samuel 25:36-44 

Friday 30 November:  
1 Samuel 26:1-25 

Monday 3 December:  
1 Samuel 27:1-12 

Tuesday 4 December:  
1 Samuel 28:1-14 

Wednesday 5 December:  
1 Samuel 28:15-25 

Thursday 6 December:  
1 Samuel 29:1-7 

Friday 7 December:  
1 Samuel 29:8-11 

Monday 10 December:  
1 Samuel 30:1-6 

Tuesday 11 December:  
1 Samuel 30:7-15 

Wednesday 12 December:  
1 Samuel 30:16-31 

Thursday 13 December:  
1 Samuel 31:1-7 

Friday 14 December:  
1 Samuel 31:8-13  
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Spend 20–30 minutes checking in with each other. Share what has been new, 
challenging, or encouraging in your life. Share what God has been teaching you or 
ways in which God has been changing you recently. 

 

What is the cause of Hannah’s distress (vv.2, 4, 6-7)? Have you ever found yourself 
feeling like Hannah? How did you deal with your distress and grief? 

 

 

 

Why might the author have used the term “Lord of hosts” (v.3; ESV)? Why is it 
important in a story about Israel’s leadership and Israel’s king? 

Summary: The book of 1 Samuel begins with the grief of a barren woman named 
Hannah, which eventually gives way to joy when God blesses her with a son named 
Samuel, who will be an instrumental figure in leading Israel to the next phase of its 
history: the transition to a monarchy. Hannah’s joyful and fervent prayer in 
response to the blessing of Samuel (2:1–10) anticipates the coming of a king 
anointed by God to reign over Israel. 

“Lord of hosts” (v.3): This is the very first time the phrase “Lord of hosts” is used 
in the Bible. This is a militaristic term for God, with “hosts” meaning “army”. In a 
story which is all about leaders, and ultimately Israel’s king, we are reminded that 
God is the ultimate king, who leads Israel out into battle, and fights for them. — 
Creek Road 
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Compare and contrast the response of Peninnah (vv.6-7), Elkanah (v.8), and Hannah 
(vv.10–11) to her barrenness. What can this teach us about how we respond to our 
trials? 

 

 

 

 

What can we learn about prayer from verse 10? How might this encourage you to 
pray? 

 

 

 

 

 

What emptiness, weakness, needs, disappointments, or griefs are weighing on your 
heart at the moment? Share them with the group if you feel comfortable.  

 

 

 

 

 

How does Eli (the high priest in Israel) respond to Hannah (v.17)? What do you think 
about his response? What about Hannah’s response (v.18)? 

 

 

“This is true prayer. There is a brand of spirituality that says true prayer is about quiet 
and contemplation. Sometimes the implication is that the more spiritual you are, the 
more calm and composed you will be. It is not true. Hannah’s prayer—which is a 
prayer, as we’ll see, that God answers—arises from deep anguish (v.10), bitter 
weeping (v.10), misery (v.11), being deeply troubled (v.15), and great grief (v.16).” — 
Tim Chester 

For further study: Read Philippians 4:6 and 1 Peter 5:6-7, and consider how 
these teachings about prayer are lived out by Hannah. 
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What strikes you about Hannah’s prayer? What are some of its main themes?  

 

 

 

What do we learn about God’s character from verses 1-2? What about verses 3-8? 

 

 

 

What do verses 9-10 tell us about human strength and where true strength is found? 
In what ways are you tempted to be impressed by human strength? How can you 
remember the source of true strength each and every day? 

 

 

 

 

 

Compare Hannah’s song with Mary’s song (Luke 1:46-56). What similarities do you 
notice? How do the themes of Hannah’s song find their true fulfilment in Jesus 
Christ?  

Put it into practice: To internalise the truth that God is our true source of 
strength, meditate on verse 2 this week: “There is no one holy like the Lord; there is 
no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God.” Learn it off by heart and repeat it 
to yourself at different times throughout the day, letting it lead you into prayer. 
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Do you know of anyone who is struggling? How could you reach out to them? How 
could you pray for them, bless them, and encourage them? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spend time praying for one another in those areas of disappointment and need that 
were shared earlier. 
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Spend 20–30 minutes checking in with each other. Share what has been new, challenging, 
or encouraging in your life. Share what God has been teaching you or ways in which God 
has been changing you recently. 

 

What stands out to you about this story? What did you like or find shocking or confusing? 

 

 

 

 

As we make our way through 1 Samuel, we’ll find themes from Hannah’s song (2:1–10) 
are revisited and fulfilled. Where do you see that happening in this section of the story 
(note especially v.3)? 

 

 

 

 

Summary: These verses narrate the failure of Eli, the high priest of Israel, which has 
led to the wicked behaviour of his sons, their abuse of the sacrificial system, and 
ultimately, the pronouncement of God’s judgement upon his house and lineage. 
Against this dark backdrop, the call of Samuel, as a true prophet of the Lord, is 
described in vivid and intriguing detail. 
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Do you think Eli’s response to his son’s wickedness is sufficient (vv.22-25)? Why or why 
not? If not, what should he have done?  

 

 

 

 

Have you ever witnessed evil or injustice that hasn’t been dealt with strongly enough? 
What was the result? 

 

 

 

 

How does Jesus’ response to corrupt religious leaders differ to Eli’s (e.g., Matthew 
23:13-39)? Does Jesus’ response to injustice and corruption confront or comfort you? 
Why? 

 

 

 

 

Based on verses 27-36, what would you say is the main reason that God’s judgement 
has come upon Eli and his house?  

 

 

 

 

Why might the writer keep reminding us of the way in which Hannah’s son, Samuel, is 
growing before God and man (vv.11, 18, 21, 26)? What hope does Samuel give in light 
of the corrupt leadership of Israel? 

 

 

 

 

Compare 1 Samuel 2:26 with Luke 2:52 and 1 Samuel 2:35 with Hebrews 4:14-16. 
How does Samuel point us to Jesus? 
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This section of the story begins (3:1) and ends (4:1) in starkly different ways. What 
does this tell us about the significance of the calling of Samuel (vv.19-21)?  

 

 

 

Would you say the word of God is “rare” in our day? Why or why not? 

 

 

In what situations are you tempted to lose confidence in the power of God’s word? 
Why do you think this is the case? 

 

 

 

Samuel had been living with and learning from Eli, a priest in Israel, and yet we’re told: 
“Samuel did not yet know the Lord” (v.7). How does this make you feel? Why might this 
have been the case? What implications or lessons might this have for us? 

 

 

 

 

How is Samuel a stark contrast to Eli’s sons? What is Samuel doing in this chapter that 
Eli’s sons (and most of Israel at the time) were failing to do (see v.10)? 

“Israel was in desperate crisis. There was no rule, and the house of God was horribly 
compromised. What did God do? He sent his word. He raised up a prophet.” — Tim 
Chester 

“If God’s word is rare today, it is not because God is silent. God has spoken, loud and 
clear. If God’s word is rare today, it is because people will not listen and Christians will 
not speak. It is because God’s people have smoothed away what they do not like, or 
simply lost confidence that anyone will listen.” — Tim Chester 
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Because Jesus, our high priest, has redeemed us, we are now described as a “holy 
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 
Peter 2:5). In other words, because of Christ’s once-for-all sacrifice to redeem us, we 
are now called to sacrificially serve and advocate for others, and to be ministers of 
God’s grace in Christ. How might you, as a Growth Group, as well as individually, live 
out your “priestly status” in Christ this week? What might it look like for you to 
minister God’s grace to others? 

 

Spend time praying for one another to boldly serve others and reach out with God’s 
grace. 
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Spend 20–30 minutes checking in with each other. Share what has been new, chal-
lenging, or encouraging in your life. Share what God has been teaching you or ways in 
which God has been changing you recently. 

 

How are Israel treating the ark of God in verse 3? Why do you think the Israelites felt 
that having the ark with them would guarantee a win in the battle? How can we 
sometimes think and act in the same way as the Israelites? 

 

 

Summary: No sooner is Samuel established as God’s prophet (3.19-4.1a) than he 
disappears from the narrative until 7:3. This is to make a vital point: when God’s 
word is ignored or side-lined, things go disastrously wrong. The focus of these 
chapters turns to the ark of the covenant; the visible sign and symbol of God’s 
presence and power among his people. Israel lose two battles to the Philistines 
and as a result, lose the ark to their enemies (4:1–11). Following the death of Eli 
(4:12–18), the birth of Icahbod (4:19–22), and a demonstration of God’s power (5:1
–12), the ark becomes an unwelcome inhabitant in the land of the Philistines and 
is returned to the Israelites (6:1—7:2). Samuel then returns to the scene, now an 
older man, and leads the Israelites to victory over the Philistines (7:2–17). 

“The ark was supposed to remain in the tabernacle. But the Israelites bring it onto 
the battlefield. They are trying to use God, to force him to act on their behalf. They 
are not taking God seriously. They think they can simply co-opt him for their own 
purposes.” — Tim Chester 



25 

 

What do the Philistines know about God (vv.7-9)? How is this ironic given the earlier 
actions of the Israelites? 

 

 

 

Does verse 10 surprise you? Why do you think Israel was defeated by the Philistines? 
Consider who carried the ark into battle in verse 4. 

 

 

 

What is your reaction to this section of the story? What questions or thoughts do you 
have? 

 

 

 

Does this episode remind you of any truths from Hannah’s prayer (see 2:1–10, espe-
cially verse 10)? How does this reality encourage you? 

 

 

 

The glory of God is a central idea in this story. How would you define glory? Are you 
taking the weight of God’s glory seriously in your life? What does this look like practi-
cally? 

 

 

 

How is God glorifying himself in this chapter? How do we glorify God?  
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What do the people of Beth Shemesh do wrong in their handling of the ark (vv.14, 15, 
19)? Consider Leviticus 1:3 and Numbers 4:5. Why do you think God dealt so severely 
with the Israelites who looked into the ark? 

 

 

 

The people of Beth Shemesh cope with the ark in the way the Philistines did: they send 
it to another town (6:21–7:2a). How do we respond in a similar way when confronted 
with the holiness of God? For example, do we ignore God’s commands, neglect the Bi-
ble, avoid church, etc., when we know God is calling us to do something or to change 
something in our lives? Why do we do this? Why is it actually detrimental to our lives 
and faith? 

 

 

 

The question in 6:20 is a key question, not just in this story, but in the entire Bible: 
“Who can stand in the presence of the Lord, this holy God?” What is the answer in this 
passage (7:2-4)? What is the answer in the unfolding story of the Bible? Read Romans 
5:1-2 and Hebrews 10:19-22. How would you use these verses to reassure someone 
who says they are a Christian but feels terrified at the prospect of standing before God? 

 

 

 

The story has moved from tyranny (4:1-2) to peace (7:14). And both ends are memori-
alised in a name: the exile of God was memorialised in the name “Ichabod” (4:21), 
meaning “the glory has departed from Israel”, while the victory of God is memorialised 
in the name “Ebenezer” (7:12), meaning “stone of help”. This stone functions as a 
promise of God’s past faithfulness and future deliverance, if Israel repent of their idola-
try and turn to God. How is the cross of Jesus Christ our “Ebenezer”? Read Romans 
8:32 

  

“When you feel overwhelmed by your problems, or when you feel God has abandoned 
you, or when you feel threatened by the circumstances of your life, look to the cross. 
The cross is our Ebenezer, the great declaration of God’s help. The way we truly take 
the glory of God seriously is by raising up the cross.” – Tim Chester 
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Put it into practice: Sing the hymn 
‘Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing’ 
together as a Growth Group:  

 

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing 

Tune my heart to sing Thy grace 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing 

Call for songs of loudest praise 

Teach me some melodious sonnet 

Sung by flaming tongues above 

Praise the mount, I'm fixed upon it 

Mount of Thy redeeming love 

 

Here I raise my Ebenezer 

Here there by Thy great help I've come 

And I hope, by Thy good pleasure 

Safely to arrive at home 

Jesus sought me when a stranger 

Wandering from the fold of God 

He, to rescue me from danger 

Interposed His precious blood 

 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor 

Daily I'm constrained to be 

Let that goodness like a fetter 

Bind my wandering heart to Thee 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it 

Prone to leave the God I love 

Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it 

Seal it for Thy courts above 

 

Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it 

Seal it for Thy courts above 

The cross is our “Ebenezer”—the great dis-
play of God’s faithfulness and love. How can 
this truth motivate you to help others? Who 
can you help this week? 

 

Pray that you, your Growth Group, and our 
church might be a place where the presence 
of God is visible and palpable in the way we 
glorify God and love one another. 
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Spend 20–30 minutes checking in with each other. Share what has been new, chal-
lenging, or encouraging in your life. Share what God has been teaching you or ways in 
which God has been changing you recently. 

 

In many ways, Samuel has been a leading light in the darkness of Israel; the fulfilment 
of God’s promises. Yet, what is striking, and familiar, about verse 3? Compare it with 
2:12-23 

 

 

 

God promised to raise up a faithful priest (2:35), and this promise is partially fulfilled 
in Samuel. But how does verse 3 suggest that we might need to keep waiting for the 
ultimate fulfilment of God’s promise of a true and faithful Priest?  

Summary: This chapter is a turning point in Old Testament history, marking the 
transition from judgeship to kingship. The people want a change: up until now they 
had depended on the Lord to raise up judges to lead them as needed, but now they 
want a monarchy, “like all the nations” (v.5). Why did they want a king? Probably 
they were feeling the threat of the Philistines and Ammonites (v.20), but the phrase 
“like all the nations” seems to be a key. Rather than following God’s way for them, 
they preferred to follow the ways of the world around them. It was ultimately a 
rejection of the kingship of God (8:7). (ESV Study Bible) 
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The rule of a king was anticipated in earlier passages (see Genesis 17:6, 16; 35:11; 
49:10), and God had already made provision for a king in the law given to Moses 
(see Deuteronomy 17:14-20). But here God considers the Israelites request for a 
king to be a personal rejection (8:7). What is it about their request that is 
problematic and troubling? Notice their underlying motivation in verses 5 and 20. 
How is this a direct refusal of their God-given identity and mission? Consider Exodus 
19:3-6 

 

 

 

If you think back to Hannah’s prayer in 2:9-10, where is the place of real power, and 
why is this request a failure to recognise this? In light of what God has just done for 
the Israelites (7:10-14), how is their request particularly short-sighted and 
offensive? 

 

 

 

How do we, too, often forget the place of real power? What is the evidence of our 
forgetfulness? i.e., fear, anxiety, pride, etc. 

 

 

 

How does God respond to their request (v.22)? Why is this both striking and 
sobering? 

 

 

 

In Romans 1:18-32, we read that God hands us over to our desires so that we bear 
the consequences of our sinful actions. For the Christian, while the promise that we 
will be transformed into the likeness of Jesus is real and wonderful (Romans 8), it is 
not something that happens automatically or against our will. Why is this important 
for us to recognise? In light of this, what changes might God be calling you to make 
in your life? 
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Israel wanted a king so they would be like the other nations. How are we tempted to 
think and live in the same way? How is this opposed to what God calls us to? 
Consider 1 Peter 2:9 

 

 

 

 

Samuel warns the people that this worldly king will be a “taker”—four times in this 
section the word ‘take’ appears (vv.11, 13, 14, 16). How does this attitude contrast 
to the ultimate King, the Lord Jesus? Consider Mark 10:45 

 

 

 

 

The Bible often refers to Jesus as our “Lord” and “Saviour”. Saviour implies that 
Jesus has saved us from the penalty of our sin. Lord implies that Jesus is our King 
and Ruler; that we live our lives in submission to Him and His will. Are you 
worshipping Jesus as your King—the one who is Lord over your whole life? What fruit 
might show up in our lives to prove that Jesus is our King? Who or what other “kings” 
are you tempted to follow?  

“At the trial of Jesus, Pilate asks him whether he is king of the Jews (John 18:33). Jesus 
replies: “My kingdom is not of this world” (v.36). In other words, he is not a king “like the 
nations have”. If we want a leader of the sort everybody else looks for, Jesus will 
disappoint. If we learn to yearn for a ruler who obeys God and leads us into obedience 
to God (and, indeed, gives us his obedience when and where we fail), then we will love 
having Jesus as our King.” – Tim Chester 
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When we know the place of real power (God), we are free to serve others rather than 
dominate them. Why is this so? Meditate on this truth and consider how it might 
change the way you relate to other people—especially those who are different from 
you or outside the faith. 

 

Pray that we might experience more deeply the reality that Jesus is our Saviour so 
that we might live more fully under his good rule as our King and Lord. 
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Spend 20–30 minutes checking in with each other. Share what has been new, challeng-
ing, or encouraging in your life. Share what God has been teaching you or ways in which 
God has been changing you recently. 

 

What is your reaction to this section of the story? What questions or thoughts do you 
have? 

 

 

 

What is your impression of Saul at this point? What stands out to you about the way he 
relates to others (i.e., his father, his servant, Samuel)? 

 

 

 

How do you see God’s hand at work in the events of this chapter? Why is this important? 

Summary: These chapters narrate the events surrounding the choice, anointing, 
and early success of Israel’s first king: King Saul (chs. 9–11), as well as Samuel’s 
farewell speech, in which he indicts the people for their rejection of God, but also 
reminds them of God’s faithfulness to them (ch. 12). 
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Verse 27 shows us that despite Israel’s wrongheaded request and their continued 
sin, God continues to speak to them. How is this an encouragement to you, especially 
in light of Jesus, through whom God has ultimately spoken, and continues to speak 
to us today? (see Hebrews 1:1-2) 

 

 

 

What is your impression of Saul’s leadership in these chapters? What do you think 
about what he has done and said? And not done and said?  

 

 

 

We’ve been told at least twice (9:2; 10:23) about Saul’s physical appearance. Why 
might this be significant? Consider Israel’s earlier request for a king who would lead 
them and fight their battles (8:20).  

 

 

 

Read the following extract and discuss the implications: 

“In 9:2, Saul is said to be “a head taller than anyone else.” It is the same word as 
“proudly” in Hannah’s song: “Do not keep talking so proudly” or highly of yourself 
(2:3). So introducing Saul as a “tall” man is a bad sign to those who listened 
carefully to Hannah’s song. In chapters 4–7 the issue was weight, echoing the 
symbolic sense of weight in chapter 2. In chapters 8–17 the issue is height, again 
echoing the symbolic sense of height in chapter 2.  

 

When Samuel sees Jesse’s oldest son, Eliab, he is told: “Do not consider his 
appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the 
things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at 
the heart.” (16:7). The rejection of Eliab despite his height must bode ill for tall 
Saul. Indeed, when Saul has his final encounter with the ghost of Samuel, we are 
told: “Immediately Saul fell full length on the ground, filled with fear because of 
Samuel’s words.” (28:20). It is literally “fell full height to the ground”. In contrast, 
little David conquers a giant of great height (the same root word as 9:2). As he will 
put it when he nears the end of his long reign: “You save the humble, but your eyes 
are on the haughty to bring them low… You armed me with strength for battle; you 
humbled my adversaries before me.” (2 Samuel 22:28, 40).  

Continued over page... 
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It is all too easy for Christians to feel intimidated today. We are not part of the 
establishment. We are not among the cultural elite. Our friends may scorn our faith, 
and our church may have little influence within our neighbourhood. We are lowly 
within our culture. Secular or humanist or pluralist viewpoints dominate. They are 
exalted in the media. They are raised to the status of social norms. So it is tempting 
to think we are wrong. Perhaps we are on the wrong side. But the promise of 1 
Samuel is “The Lord sends poverty and wealth; he humbles and he exalts.” (1 Samuel 
2:7). Not only is this what Hannah sings, but it is what we see in the narrative of 1 
Samuel. And it is what we see most supremely in Jesus. At the cross, he was brought 
low. To judge by outward appearances, Jesus was a failure. Yet: “God exalted him to 
the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name” (Philippians 2:9). 
So “do not consider… appearance or… height”. God had rejected the pride of 
humanity. We can look with eyes of faith and see the triumph of Christ, and in him 
the triumph of his people.” – Tim Chester 

Chapter 12 is a farewell speech; Samuel is retiring as military leader of Israel. But it 
also reads like a trial (vv.3, 5, 7). After establishing his own innocence (vv.1-5), 
Samuel moves on to the real trial: God versus the people. By asking for a king to 
replace God, the people have accused God of failing in his divine kingship. What 
evidence does Samuel give to vindicate God (vv.6-11, 16-18)? What evidence does 
Samuel give against the people (vv.12-15)? What is the final verdict (v.19)? 

 

 

 

In verses 20-25, Samuel encourages the Israelites to wholehearted faith in God, and 
each verse of Samuel’s response is significant. Discuss what is being called for in each 
verse and how it applies to us today.  

 

 

 

Have you ever heard someone claim that the God of the Old Testament is angry and 
violent, but in the New Testament is filled with love and grace? How would you use 
verses 20-25 to argue against this idea?  

 

 

 

Why do we know God will not ultimately reject his people (v.22)? How should this 
comfort us today?  
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What “kings” do people most commonly choose to serve in our day and in our 
culture? Why? What is the result? How would you explain to someone that life under 
the rule of King Jesus is true freedom? 

 

Pray for one another to walk in wholehearted faith in God and to not be swayed by 
external appearances or circumstances.
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Spend 20–30 minutes checking in with each other. Share what has been new, chal-
lenging, or encouraging in your life. Share what God has been teaching you or ways in 
which God has been changing you recently. 

 

Saul disobeyed God by usurping priestly sacrificial rights and denying Samuel’s role as  
priest in Israel (vv.8-12; see 10:8). Do you have any sympathy for Saul? Why or why 
not?  
 

 

 

 

What is Saul’s explanation for his actions (vv.11-12)? Who is Saul really blaming? Do 
we ever act in the same way as Saul? How? Are our explanations or justifications or 
blame-shifting as to why we disobeyed God ever adequate? 

Summary: Saul, though chosen directly by God and initially zealous for the Lord, is 
easily moved by circumstances. He is successful against the Philistines and 
Amalekites, but he also does things in his own way or—even worse—in the people’s 
way, against the word of the Lord. As a result, Samuel tells Saul that his kingdom 
(13:14) and even his own kingship (15:23) will be taken away. Saul’s rejection as 
king sets the stage for God to choose a new king who is a “man after his own 
heart” (13:14). (ESV Study Bible) 
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Consider the departure of Samuel (v.15), the mouthpiece of God’s word, from Saul 
and also Amos 8:11-12. Do you think we sufficiently value our constant access to the 
word of God? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

What stands out to you about Jonathan’s attitude and actions? Why do you think 
Jonathan felt so confident of God’s blessing? 

 

 

 

 

Should there be an element of daring or risk-taking in our faith? Why or why not? How 
daring is your faith? Does Jonathan’s example inspire you to attempt daring things 
for God? What might God be calling you to do? 

 

 

 

 

How do you make sense of God’s command in verse 3? For further background 
information, consider Exodus 17:8-14, Deuteronomy 25:17-18, and the extract from 
Tim Chester below: 

 

 

“To modern ears, this sounds alarmingly like ethnic cleansing. But this is ethical 
cleansing rather than ethnic cleansing. This is an act of judgement against sin. 
Destruction will come to the Amalekites not because they are Amalekites, but 
because they are sinners. In a sense, this should alarm us. Not because it is unfair, but 
because it is fair; and because while we are not Amalekites, we are sinners. Their 
destruction is a picture of what humanity deserves, and faces, from God. When 
judgement comes, nothing—nothing—is left.” — Tim Chester 
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How are Saul’s actions in this chapter reminiscent of his actions in chapter 13? Why do 
you think Saul disobeyed? See verse 3 for Samuel’s (i.e., God’s) commands, and verses 
7-9 for Saul’s actions. 

 

 

 

 

What different excuses does Saul give for his actions? Consider verses 15, 20, 21, and 
24. Do you see Saul’s excuses for disobedience in your own life? How? 

 

 

 

 

According to verses 22-23, what pleases and displeases God? In light of these verses, 
how is Jesus the only true obedient King? Why is this important for us? 

 

 

 

 

Do you think obedience matters if we have been saved by grace through faith in Christ? 
Why or why not?  

 

 

 

 

When do you find it hard to have obedient faith in God? Why?  
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For reflection: Saul struggled all along with the sin of people-pleasing. Jesus, 
thankfully, didn’t. He listened to people, but there was only one voice that he listened 
to and unswervingly obeyed—his heavenly Father’s. All the way to dying in our place 
for our people-pleasing and fear of man. His death and resurrection have given us a 
real and abiding security in him that means we can die to our people-pleasing 
tendencies. We can be compelled and propelled by God: by who we are in Jesus 
Christ, and what he has saved us for—rather than being compelled and propelled by 
others: who they say we are, and what we need to do to gain or keep their approval. 
What motivates you to try to please people? How can your new identity in Christ 
help you to form new habits of obedience to God alone: to live the life of freedom 
and joyful service for which Christ has saved you? —  Creek Road 

What stands out to you about Saul’s words in verse 15? (Note his reference to “your 
God”). What does this reveal about the state of Saul’s relationship with God? How 
could you grow in knowing God and his will? How could others help you do this? 
How could you help others?  

 

 

 

 

 

Give thanks for the wonderful kingship of Jesus, who came from heaven to serve us 
by dying on the cross to turn away God’s wrath on our sin. Pray for one another that 
we might live joyful lives in submission to King Jesus, to the glory of God the Father.  
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Spend 20–30 minutes checking in with each other. Share what has been new, chal-
lenging, or encouraging in your life. Share what God has been teaching you or ways in 
which God has been changing you recently. 

 

What is Samuel mourning and why does God rebuke him (v.1)? 

 

 

 

How do you respond to disappointment? How can you discern when it is appropriate 
to continue mourning and when God is calling you to “be on your way” once more? 
What helps you to move forward from disappointment?  

Summary: The identity of God’s chosen king, the man after his own heart, is 
revealed to be David, the shepherd boy and son of Jesse from Bethlehem. In the 
second half of the chapter, the Lord uses the words of one of Saul’s attendants to 
bring David to court. The Lord is with David, while his Spirit has left Saul and has 
been replaced by a spirit that does him harm and turns him against David. 
Ironically, David is the one chosen to play soothing music in Saul’s court to give 
him relief. 
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How does David’s anointing as king (vv.6-12) compare and contrast with Saul’s (see 
9:1-2 and 10:23-24)? How is the difference between the two accounts explained by 
verse 7?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What important lesson do we learn from verse 7? How might we apply this truth to 
our lives? What challenges do we face in applying this truth? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Bible, God constantly chooses to work through unimpressive people and 
confusing circumstances. Can you think of any other examples? Why do you think this 
is the case? How does this encourage you? Remember Hannah’s prayer in 1 Samuel 
2:1-10.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does the choosing of David, Israel’s greatest king, reflect the life of Jesus Christ, 
the King of Kings? Consider Isaiah 53:2, Matthew 2:1-8, Mark 6:3, and John 1:45-46 
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How is the Holy Spirit at work in the life of David (v.13)? What about Saul (v.14)? Why 
the difference? Consider the following from Tim Chester: 

 

 

How should we make sense of verse 14 and the “evil spirit from the Lord”? What 
questions does this raise for you? Consider the following:  

 

 

What is it about David that commends him to Saul (v.18)?  

 

 

Have you ever thought or said of someone, “The Lord is with him/her”? What might lead 
you to such a conclusion? 

 

 

What irony can you detect in David’s ministry to Saul (v.23)? Consider the fact that 
Saul, God’s rejected king, experiences God’s comfort through David, God’s anointed 
king. Or, how God moves David closer to the throne through humble service to God’s 
rejected king. How does this foreshadow the coming of Jesus to His throne? See 
Philippians 2:1-11 

“In the Old Testament, the Spirit came upon people to equip them for specific tasks: to 
rule, to prophesy, or to build. It was task-oriented. In the case of a king, the Spirit 
provided them with both the authority and the ability to rule. Saul remained God’s 
anointed king (as David will repeatedly, and at great cost, acknowledge). But without 
the Spirit, his authority and ability to rule began to fade. The departure of God’s Spirit 
does not represent the removal of Saul’s salvation. Whether Saul was a true (but 
troubled) believer is hard to discern, though 10:9 does say: “God changed Saul’s 
heart”. The removal of God’s Spirit is the removal of his anointing to rule; both his 
authority and his ability to be king over God’s people.” — Tim Chester 

The evil spirit was “…sent by God to torment Saul because of his sin; it is judgement 
on him for directly disobeying the word of God. The Lord does not perform evil, but evil 
elements are under his command in order to bring about his purposes (Judg. 9:23; 1 
Kgs. 22:19-22).” — NIV Zondervan Bible 

“The word “evil” can imply both “wickedness” and “misery”. So this is probably not a 
demonic spirit, but rather a spirit (an angel of judgement perhaps) that brings misery.” 
— Tim Chester 
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The humble example of David points us to Jesus. But Jesus also said that his disciples 
would follow him in the same manner—through humble sacrificial service (Luke 9:21). 
Does your life reflect the kind of humble service we see in the life of David, and 
supremely in the example of Jesus? In what practical ways can you pursue humble 
service of others? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meditate on and pray through Philippians 2:1-11, giving thanks to God for Jesus’ 
sacrificial and humble kingship. 
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Spend 20–30 minutes checking in with each other. Share what has been new, challeng-
ing, or encouraging in your life. Share what God has been teaching you or ways in which 
God has been changing you recently. 

 

What struck you about this (likely familiar) part of the story? What questions or thoughts 
do you have? What do you think is the main point? 

 

 

 

What does Goliath’s armour and weaponry reveal about him (vv.4-7)? Do you have any 
further questions about Goliath? Consider the following background information:  

 

 

Summary: David enters the scene in the most stunning way: he defeats the 
champion of the Philistines, although the odds of victory from a human perspective 
are slim. He triumphs because the Lord is with him and he fully trusts in the Lord. In 
this regard, David serves as a foil to Saul: Saul has disobeyed the Lord and is timid in 
this battle episode; David is heroic and faithful—great traits for the future king to 
possess. (NIV Zondervan Study Bible) 

“Goliath was a descendant of the Nephilim—the offspring of the “sons of God” and 
their human wives (Gen. 6:1-4; Num. 13:33). The Israelites failed to wipe out the 
Anakites—a subset of the Nephilim—in their conquest of the Promised Land, and so the 
Anakites survived in Gath and its surrounding cities, eventually becoming what we 
know as the Philistines. Goliath was a Philistine warrior from Gath—a powerful symbol 
of Israel’s previous failures.” — Ryan Nelson (Faithlife) 
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What motivated David to fight Goliath (vv.25-27, 45)? How does this compare to 
Saul’s response (v.11)?  

 

 

 

 

In times of temptation or opposition, do you tend to respond with faith or with fear? 
Why do you think this is the case? What would it look like for you to respond with 
faith? 

 

 

 

 

There are a couple of key themes in this chapter, namely the misleading nature of 
external appearances and God’s delight in using the weak to shame the strong. 
Highlight some of the scenes where you see evidence of these themes (e.g., the 
description of Goliath in verses 4-7; the perspective of David in verse 33 and 42; the 
victory of David in verses 48-50). How does this once again remind you of Hannah’s 
prayer in 2:1-10 (see verse 8 especially)?  

 

 

 

 

How does God continue to work in this way today? How does this encourage you? 
Consider 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

 

 

 

 

What do you think about David’s speech to Goliath in verses 45-47? Which part or 
parts of his speech particularly stand out to you?  
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What is the result of David’s faith and God’s faithfulness? For Goliath (vv.48-51a)? For 
the people of Israel and Judah (vv.47, 52)? For the Philistines (vv.47, 51b-54)? For 
David himself (17:55–18:2)? For the “whole world” (v.46)? 

 

 

 

Who do you identify with in this story? Why?  

 

 

 

 

Discuss the following statement: “The Bible is misused when Goliath becomes 
whatever ‘big problem’ you face in your life and the moral is to be more like David”. 
Consider the following extract:  

 

 

 

 

What difference should the victory of Jesus over sin, death & the devil make to our 
approach to life? How might this reality shape your heart and attitude to all that 
comes your way in life? 

A common application of this story has been “Be like David – strong and courageous. 
What are the “Goliaths” you have to face in your life?” And it’s not a bad thing to look 
at David’s courage and faith as a good example for us! However, when you look at the 
details of the story, and the wider context, it’s more appropriate to see David as a 
Jesus-figure... and we are more like the Israelites. Weak, frightened, sinful people, 
legitimately terrified in the face of a great enemy (sin and death), and who 
desperately need a Saviour. David approached Goliath, the fearsome enemy of Israel, 
“in the name of the Lord.” Jesus Christ was the true King who also came “in the name 
of the Lord” (Luke 19:37-38). He faced up to our greatest, and truly fearful enemies 
(Satan, sin, and death), and defeated them. — Creek Road 
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David’s words in verse 46, “so that all the earth may know that there is a God in Isra-
el” are echoed throughout the Old Testament, and expand into the mission of Jesus 
Christ and his church. Jesus’ death and resurrection secured our greatest victory, 
and we now live so that the world might know that he is Saviour and Lord. How 
should this change the way you view your life? Your Growth Group? Our church?  

 

Ask God to use your words and your life so that others might know there is a God in 
heaven and he is powerful to save. 
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Spend 20–30 minutes checking in with each other. Share what has been new, 
challenging, or encouraging in your life. Share what God has been teaching you or 
ways in which God has been changing you recently. 

 

Flick through  and then read the following chapter summaries 
(from 929chapters.com): 

 

 

Summary: The lives of Saul and David contrast but also parallel each other in 
several ways. Both have early success followed by grievous sin. But they diverge at 
the point of how they deal with their sin. Saul’s sins lead to bitterness, vengeance, 
and anger directed against David and others, but David genuinely repents. This 
section describes Saul’s demise and David’s ascent. (NIV Zondervan Study Bible) 

18: Saul becomes jealous of David’s military victories. After failing to kill David with 
his own spear, Saul relegates David to the army’s front line. David succeeds in battle, 
marries Saul’s daughter Michal, and becomes more popular than the king. 

19: Saul fails to kill David. Michal helps David flee to Ramah where he stays with 
Samuel. 

20: David angers Saul when he skips the meal for the new moon. Jonathan betrays 
his father by helping David flee for his life. 

21: David convinces the priest Ahimelech to provide him with bread and a sword. 
David flees to the Philistine city of Achish where he feigns madness. 

22: David escapes from the Philistines and safekeeps his parents with the king of 
Moab. With the exception of one son named Abiathar, Saul has Ahimelech’s priestly 
family killed. 

23: The Philistines attack Keilah and are driven away by David. Saul chases David 
into the mountains but fails to capture him. 

24: Saul inadvertently enters David’s hiding place. Instead of killing him, David cuts 
off a corner of Saul’s garment as proof of his loyalty. Saul acknowledges David’s 
innocence and accepts his role as future king. 
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25: David asks Nabal for provisions. Nabal spurns the request and is almost killed by 
David. Nabal’s wife Abigail appeases David by secretly giving him food and drink. 
Nabal dies and David takes Abigail as his wife. 

26: Saul chases after David. David sneaks into the Saul’s chambers, steals his 
personal items, and secretly returns to his own camp. Saul is contrite when he learns 
that David had the opportunity to kill him but chose not to. 

27: David flees to Philistia. He plunders the neighbouring cities but manages to trick 
the Philistines by telling them he has raided Judah itself. 

What are the main points of contention between Saul and David? What stands out to 
you about the actions of Saul? What about David?  

 

 

 

 

 

Saul commits a desperate and grievous sin in verse 7. What factors in verses 3-6 
might lead him to such a point of desperation and disobedience? 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you think about the fact that God refuses to speak to Saul? What factors 
have led to this point? Consider Samuel’s speech in verses 16-19. 

 

 

 

 

 

As Christians, we are freed from the penalty of our sin, but not yet freed totally from 
the power and presence of sin. What are some of the dangers of persistent, 
unrepentant sin in the Christian life? Consider Hebrews 3:12-19 
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Why did Saul expel the spiritists and mediums from Israel? Consider Leviticus 
19:31; 20:6-7; 20:27. Why, then, does he consult one anyway? And why covertly? 

 

 

 

Saul said and did one thing openly (expel the spiritists and mediums) and then the 
opposite thing covertly and secretly (consult them). How do we do the same thing? 
What is the danger of keeping our sin hidden? Consider 1 John 1:5-10. How do these 
verses challenge you? How does verse 10 encourage you?  

 

 

 

Compare Saul, the tall, impressive king, now fallen full-length on the ground in 
defeat (v.20), like the Philistine god, Dagon in 1 Samuel 5:3. How has the people’s 
wish to have a “king like all the nations” come true? How does this expose the depth 
of their folly? How does this relate to the folly of our idolatry (the other ‘kings’ we 
look to)? 

 

 

 

Flick through  and then read the following chapter 
summaries (from 929chapters.com): 

 

The book of 1 Samuel finishes on a dark note. But remember Hannah’s song in 2:1-

10, particularly verses 6 and 9. What hope do these verses offer for Israel (as we turn 
to 2 Samuel)? And for us (as we look into the distance for Jesus Christ)?  

28: The Philistines prepare to attack the Israelite army. Saul travels to En-dor, 
conjures up Samuel’s ghost, and is told he is doomed to fail. Although Saul is 
distraught, he and his men manage to travel back to the camp. 

29: The Philistines, with David in their ranks, prepare to attack the Israelites. 
David’s loyalty is questioned and he is sent home. 

30: David and his men return to Ziklag to find their homes burned, their 
possessions stolen, and their families kidnapped. The men pursue the guilty 
Amalekites and exact their revenge. 
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What is one thing you have taken to heart from this journey through 1 Samuel? How 
can this truth change your life? How can it lead you to serve others?  

 

Pray through Psalm 2 and give thanks to God for sending his King and our Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Kidz Church will be part of the church-

wide sermon series ‘Rise of the Kings’ in 
Term 4. So, as the adults are studying 1 
Samuel, so too will our children. At Kidz 
Church we’ll be looking at the lives of 
Hannah, Eli, Samuel, Saul and David as 
recorded in the first 16 chapters of 1 
Samuel, before ending our year with 
some Christmas celebrations and the 
much-anticipated Water Fun Day. 

 

We will explore topics such as prayer, 
waiting patiently, listening for God’s 
voice, the dangers of judging people by 
their outward appearance, and 
obedience to God. Our children will 
reflect on the truth that Jesus is the only 
true King and what that means for our 
lives. 

For babies and toddlers up to 3 yrs 

During the 9am service 

 

For children from age 3 to Prep 

During the 9am service 

 

For children in Grades 1—6 

During the 9am service. 
 

A parents room is located off the church 
foyer. The service is live streamed for your 
convenience. 
 

   
 1 Samuel 1-2:11 

 

 

1 Samuel 3:1-18 

 

   

 1 Samuel 8 

 

 

 1 Samuel 9:1-2 & 1 Samuel 10:17-24 

 

 

1 Samuel 13:1-14 

 

  

 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
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Growth Group Guide 


