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Dear Church Family, 
 

Welcome to the final edition of ‘The Quarterly’ for 2018. It seems weird to put it that way—
given we’re only in September—but this edition covers all that is happening for the rest of 
the year, including information on upcoming events, our Term 4 sermon series (a journey 
through the incredible book of 1 Samuel), devotional articles to encourage and equip you, 
and an update from the Chairman of Church Council. 
 

Since stepping into the role of Lead Pastor earlier this year, I’ve been asked a number of 
times: “Adam, what is your vision for BPCC?” It’s a good question, and I understand the 
heart behind it. But to be honest, I am far more interested in Jesus’ vision for the church 
than mine. It’s his church, after all, purchased with his precious blood (Acts 20:28). 
 

Now, of course, I have hopes and dreams and aspirations for BPCC, but I want them to be 
aligned with Jesus’ hopes and dreams and aspirations for his church. I’m not interested in 
building something birthed solely in my imagination. I’d much rather be a part of 
something that flows from the very heart of God. So, what is Jesus’ vision for his church? 
What are the hopes and aspirations he has for his people?  
 

Last month we spent three weeks studying Jesus’ prayer in John 17. If you remember, 
Jesus prayed this prayer on the eve of his crucifixion, revealing his deepest concerns and 
longings. And in verses 20-26, he prayed for his church throughout all generations (which 
would include us): “I pray… that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I 
am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I 
have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— 

23 I in them 
and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that 
you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.” (vv.21-23) 

 

When Jesus prays for us, he asks for one thing above all else: unity. He asks that we might 
be one with God and one with one another. And this is not just theoretical unity; this is real 
unity in real relationships with real people. Our relationships with one another really 
matter to Jesus. Our shared life together is a priority for Jesus.  
 

This helps to explain why the New Testament speaks so often and so forcefully about those 
virtues and attitudes that enhance and energise our life together: love (John 13:34-35), 
humility (Php. 2:3), forgiveness (Eph. 4:32), kindness (Eph. 4:32), acceptance (Rom. 15:7), 
burden-bearing (Gal. 6:2), truth-telling (Col. 3:9), resource-sharing (2 Cor. 8:1-9), peace-

seeking (1 Thess. 5:13), encouragement-giving (Col. 3:16), and a refusal to lie, slander or 
grumble (Col. 3:9; Jms. 4:11; 5:9).  
 

This is Jesus’ vision for his church because this reflects the heart of Jesus. And when a 
church walks in this kind of deep unity and relational beauty, Jesus is made non-ignorable: 
“Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved 
me.” (v.23) 

 

And that is a vision worth laying down our lives for. 
 

 

adam@bpcc.com.au 
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Men’s Breakfast 

Membership Course 

Ladies Movie Night 

Compassion Trip Information 
Session 

Bray Park Community Carols 

Games Night 

GEMS and Cadet Camp 

 
 

Children’s Ministry 

Operation Christmas Child 

Term 4 Teaching Series 

Rise of the Kings: 1 Samuel 

New Life Orphanage 

Compassion Field Experience 



 

 

Sunday 11th November 
 After both services

Saturday 10th November  
7pm at BPCC

Mum’s Night Out 

Saturday 20th October  
7am –8.30am 

Lawnton Coffee Shop 

Interested in becoming a member of 
BPCC? Join us for our next 

Membership Course  
Sunday 28th October 10.30am  

Saturday 19th January 6pm-9pm 

BYO Games and a plate of food to 
share 

Saturday 27th October 2018,  
9am to 11am at BPCC 

If you would like to organize a 
group, each table will seat 6 guests 
and tickets are just $15.00 each. For 
more info, to pre-book your tickets 
and to RSVP (21st October) contact 

Lurelle Murphy  (0431 179 860) 



 



 

Did you know that the word ‘carol’ means 
to sing or say (something) happily? Each 
year in December we host a Community 
Carols event. The reason? Well, there are 
many reasons! We do it to ‘sing happily’ of 
the truths and joy of Christmas, we do it to 
create special memories for our community 
and our children, and we do it to praise God 
who is worthy of our praise (Psalm 9:2). 
However, the main reason we host Carols 
each year is to ultimately share the life-

changing message of the gospel with our 
local community. The event is a wonderful 
opportunity for us to tangibly demonstrate 
God’s love and to share the joy and truth of 
Christmas. 
This year the BPCC Carols will be held on 
Saturday the 8th of December. We can all be 
involved in supporting Carols, and it is our 
prayer that everyone knows they have an 
important role to play. Carols 2018 will be a 
wonderful success, God willing, from the 
united efforts of our church as together we 
pray, serve, and give towards this 
worthwhile and exciting event!  
 

PRAY: Everyone can pray for this event. 
Pray that plans, rehearsals, and all the 
behind-the-scenes activity will run 
smoothly and fruitfully. Pray that people 
will see and experience God’s love as they 
enjoy the singing and hear the message. 
Pray that people will be brought to faith in 
Christ through the life changing message of 
the gospel.  
 

SERVE: Much help is needed on the day, 
and you can serve in a number of different 
ways both on the day and leading up to the 
event. During Term 4 we will share more 
about how you can serve and where to sign-

up.  
 

GIVE: To make this event affordable to 
families and to provide free entertainment 
(jumping castles, animal farm, face 
painting, etc), we need financial support. 
There will be ‘give weeks’ during Term 4, 
where we would love for you to bring drinks 
and lollies that will be used for the pre-

event festivities. There are also sponsorship 
opportunities which go towards Carols pre-

event entertainment and food. 
 

Join us in supporting Carols 2018, as we 
seek to make Jesus known for the good of 
our community and the glory of God. 
 

“Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and 
everywhere. Go tell it on the mountain; that 

Jesus Christ is here!” (Go Tell it on the 
Mountain. John Wesley Work, Jr) 

 

‘Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; 
make known among the nations what he has 

done.’ (Psalm 105:1, NIV) 

creative@bpcc.com.au 



 

http://bpcc.com.au/
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If you’ve been part of a church for a while 
you may not have ever thought about this: 
What we have as a church is unique. That 
is, our community is unique. I say this 
because community seems to be dying 
away in Australia. I remember running 
around with the other kids in the 
neighbourhood when I was younger. I 
knew most of the neighbourhood families. 
We would even celebrate Christmas 
together in my street! More recently, 
Michanne and I only managed to become 
friends with one of our neighbours in our 
townhouse complex in Warner. And you 
can’t live much physically closer to people 
than in a townhouse (I mean, you literally 
share walls with each other!).  

Now, if my assumption about the decline 
of community in Australia is correct, I think 
it means two things for us: 

First, we need to invest in our 
community 

Our community is not something to be 
taken for granted. Rather, we must invest 
in our community. So, reach out to others 
when you see them at a service or at an 
event. Build genuinely loving relationships 
with other people. Be generous to your 
brothers and sisters in Christ. Use your 

gifts to serve our community. Doing these 
sorts of things will only make our 
community more compelling and 
attractive to those outside of the church. 
We invest in our community. 

Second, we need to share our 
community 

Jesus shares his very life with us. How 
much more should we share something 
good with others? Invite a neighbour over 
for that dinner with your Growth Group. 
Offer to give a friend a lift to the next 
Women’s event. Meet up with that relative 
that you lost contact with at The Park. 
When we do this, we share our community 
with a relationally starved world. And as 
we invite people into the life of our church, 
we can and should pray for them and 
await opportunities to share the gospel 
with them.  

Our community is special and valuable 
because God is with us. So, we should 
invest in it and share it with others. 

ben@bpcc.com.au 



 

 

If you drop past the Connections Centre, 
you will be able to find out more about 
the various ministries and events 
happening at BPCC, and how you can get 
involved. 
 

Also, if you are a guest with us, we would 
love to give you a welcome pack which 
contains further information about BPCC 
and what we believe.  

If you are new to BPCC, we would love to 
meet you. Connect Coffee is held on the 
3rd Sunday of each month after both our 
AM and PM Services. It is an informal time 
for you meet the pastors, and ask any 
questions you may have. 

On the first Sunday of every month we 
stay a little longer after our services (both 
9am and 6pm) to share a meal together 
and to enjoy a time of fellowship and 
friendship.  
Please mark your diaries and plan to stay 
after the services on our upcoming  
 

Connect Sundays: 
7th October - Donuts & Coffee 

4th November - BBQ 

2nd December - Morning Tea 

3rd January - Summer Party 

If you would like to find out what it means 
to become a member of BPCC, join us for 
our next Membership Course. After the AM 
service on 28th October at 10.30am. 
 

For more information email Ben 
ben@bpcc.com.au.  

 

 

We hope to see you at the next 
Worship & Prayer evening.  
 

Tuesday 6th of November at 7pm 
Youth Shed.  

The Creative Team at BPCC uses creative 
arts to connect people to God and to 
enable them to grow in their 
understanding and experience of Him. 
This includes using various arts such as 
music, film, visual art, stage production, 
dance, drama and creative writing. 

If you are a part of BPCC and are a part of 
the body that have gifts in creative arts, I 
encourage you to prayerfully consider 
joining the team! Take the first step, 
contact me. Whether you can play a 
musical instrument, sing, are technically 
savvy or wonderful painter, I’d love to 
have you join us in our desire to use 
creative arts to connect people to God.  



 

 

Meets in the hall every Monday 9.00am—
12pm. This groups works on a variety of 
projects and beginners are welcome. Cost 
is $5 per morning.  
 

Tanya Sadie 0415 103 359  
tanya.sadie@bigpond.com  
 

For all singles between the ages of 30—65.  
Join us for an evening of fellowship and 
share a meal together. Consider joining 
this event each month at the home of 
Jack and Jeannie  
De Vries in Petrie. 

Lyn Lodder  0408 879 001 

llodder4@bigpond.com  
 

Our Seniors gather together for a games 
morning full of fun and fellowship on the 
2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month.  
They meet at 9.30am—11.30am in the 
church hall. All are welcome to attend. 
 

Our Craft Group meets on the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays of the month from 9.30am —
11.30 am in the Jnr Kidz church rooms. All 
are welcome to attend. Bring along your 
own project. 
 

Ladies Fellowship meet on the 3rd 
Wednesday of every month for Bible 
study and to share lunch together. The 
group starts at 10am and finishes at 1pm 
at BPCC. 
 

Church office 3882 1989 

office@bpcc.com.au 



 



 

For children up to prep age and their carers. 
$2 per family per week and BYO 

morning tea for the child(ren) 

office@bpcc.com.au 

For girls in grades 1—7. Helping girls to grow 
into who they were created to be, through 
friendships, games, crafts, camps and 
badges, all with a biblical focus. 

$75/year + joining fee $35 

gems@bpcc.com.au 

 

For babies and toddlers up to 3 yrs 

During the 9am service 

 

For children from age 3 to Prep 

During the 9am service 

 

For children in Grades 1—6 

During the 9am service. 
 

A parents room is located off the 
church foyer. The service is live 
streamed for your convenience. 
 

 

 

For boys in grades 2—6. Helping boys to 
discover more about themselves, the world 
they live in and the God who created it all. 

$60/year + joining fee of $30  

cadets@bpcc.com.au 



 

caroline@bpcc.com.au 

 

Kidz Church will be part of the church-

wide sermon series ‘Rise of the Kings’ in 
Term 4. So, as the adults are studying 1 
Samuel, so too will our children. At Kidz 
Church we’ll be looking at the lives of 
Hannah, Eli, Samuel, Saul and David as 
recorded in the first 16 chapters of 1 
Samuel, before ending our year with 
some Christmas celebrations and the 
much-anticipated Water Fun Day. 
 

We will explore topics such as prayer, 
waiting patiently, listening for God’s 
voice, the dangers of judging people by 
their outward appearance, and 
obedience to God. Our children will 
reflect on the truth that Jesus is the only 
true King and what that means for our 
lives. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1 Samuel 1-2:11 

 

1 Samuel 2:11-3:21 

  

 1 Samuel 8 

 

1 Samuel 9-12 

 

1 Samuel 13-15 

  

 1 Samuel 16 

  

  

 

As I’m sure many of you know, our 
children at Kidz Church spent most of 
Term 3 making, sorting, and preparing 
items to go into shoeboxes for our 
Operation Christmas Child appeal. And 
I’m very happy to announce that we 
packed almost 200 boxes on our final 
Sunday at Kidz Church. Wow! That is more 
than we’ve ever been able to pack before 
on a Kidz Church morning.  
A big thank you to those in our church 
congregation who donated clothing and 
toys and stationary and soap all of the 
things needed for the boxes. And to those 
who gave financially too, we couldn’t have 
done so many boxes without your 
generous support.  
It’s always so special to see the joy and 
excitement our kids have when packing 
each box. They spend time thinking about 
who will be receiving the box, and then 
carefully choose items that the child will 
enjoy. So much care and love go into each 
of the boxes. And of course, once it’s 
packed each child prays for the child who 
will receive the box. What an amazing 
ministry to be involved in! 

What a massive impact we can have in the 
lives of children around the world, 
through such a simple gift. I can’t wait to 
see the final count of shoeboxes for our 
whole church. I am hoping and praying 
that God blesses our efforts here at BPCC 
and moves mightily in the hearts of each 
child who receives an Operation 
Christmas Child shoebox this Christmas.  



 

 

This article is from the team at 
Life.Church (www.life.church) 

Does the thought of praying out loud fill 
you with anxiety? Even just thinking 
about it makes your heart beat faster, you 
start sweating, or you become 
overwhelmed with fear. You think to 
yourself, I’m not very good at praying, I 
don’t know what to say, or my prayers are 
too short. Can you relate? 

Being uncomfortable praying out loud is 
really common. But did you know praying 
out loud, in groups or even with a friend, 
can exponentially grow your faith? All it 
takes is some practice and motivation, so 
here are some reasons why you should 
pray out loud and how to start. 

External declarations can change your 
internal dialogue. When we pray for 
things out loud, we change our internal 
dialogue and posture. Praying things like, 
“Jesus, You are enough” or “God is 
greater than my grief” will build your faith 
and help change the way you view things. 

Keeps you awake. Jesus reminds us, 
“Our spirit might be willing, but our flesh 
is weak.” If you’re prone to falling asleep 
during prayer, like Jesus’ disciples did in 
Mark 14:37-38, praying out loud will help 
you stay awake. You’re more likely to stay 
awake through prayer when your brain is 
listening to what your mouth is saying. 

Sets the standard in your house. If we 
want our household to serve the Lord, we 
must set an example through our 
relationship with Jesus. Kids need to hear 
us praying outside the church walls. The 
same is true if you live with an 
unbelieving spouse, parent, or friend. 

Practice for when you are called upon 
in public. Like anything, we practice 
behind the scenes to get better for those 
moments we’re in public. It’s 
uncomfortable to be asked to pray for 
people and not know what words to say. 
Praying out loud privately helps us get 
comfortable with the sound of our own 
voice. Repetition gives us the confidence 
to approach God in public. 

Encourages each other. Praying in a 
community of people draws the Lord in 
and builds our faith. In the book of 
Matthew, Jesus tells us there is power 
when we pray in groups, and there’s 
purpose when we make declarations out 
loud. 

Praying out loud is a bold move in your 
faith. When you unashamedly confess 
Jesus as your Saviour, the enemy’s grip 
on your problem loses its power. Praying 
out loud is an internal decision speaking a 
bold declaration that Jesus sits on the 
throne, high above your struggles. 

 

Guest Post 

http://www.life.church


 

So where can you begin? 

Start when you’re alone. This may 
seem awkward at first so try it behind 
closed doors where no one is listening or 
when everyone has left the house. You 
can even do this in the car on your way 
to work or the grocery store. 

Whether this is your first time or you 
simply hit a rut in your prayer life, all it 
takes is practice. It gets easier and more 
comfortable the more you pray out loud. 

Here are some cues to kickstart your out
-loud prayers: 

Use an outline for your prayer. One 
way to pray follows the A.C.T.S. model: 

Adoration: Praise God for who He is. 

Confession: Confess your sins and ask for 
His forgiveness. 

Thanksgiving: Thank God for His 
protection and provision. 

Supplication (an appeal to God): Make 
your requests known. 
 

Create a prayer list. It can be 
immensely helpful to write down what 
you want to pray about before you get 
started. Use a journal to keep track of 
your prayers. To encourage your faith, 
take it a step further and mark the date 
your prayer is answered or follow up 
with an entry about God’s alternate 
plan. 

Read Scripture out loud. David wrote 
many of the Psalms as prayers, so it’s a 
good place to start. Here’s a few of our 
favourites: Psalm 30, Psalm 51, Psalm 
63, Psalm 91, Psalm 139, and Psalm 145. 

Keep it short. We can get caught up in 
the length of our prayers and struggle to 
come up with words to fill the silence. 
There is no rule on how long your prayer 

should be. There is no benefit to babble. 
God sees the heart of your prayers. 
Stretching them out for the sake of 
filling time is unnecessary. 

Pray like you. God created you to 
communicate in a unique way. Don’t get 
caught up trying to say the “right” 
things, using “fancy” Christian terms, or 
praying like someone else. Prayer is 
meant to be a personal conversation 
with God. Like you would have between 
friends, family, or a mentor. Let go of 
how you think you should pray and just 
be you. 

Put on worship music. Let the lyrics 
take the place of your words when you 
have nothing to say. As you learn the 
lyrics, begin to sing them out loud as 
prayers. 

Prayer changes things, but it changes us 
more. Praying out loud can transform 
what we believe and how we act when 
trouble comes. It’s worth our time and 
effort. 



 

 

Whether we realise it or not, we all 
need a king. We all desire for someone 
to rule our lives, whether that be us or 

someone else. In 1 Samuel we see what 
happens when people reject God as 

King. In this exciting book, God 
reluctantly raises up kings to rule over 

his rebellious people.  
 

But 1 Samuel is more than simply a 
record of the past. It points us forward 
to God’s ultimate plan and to his true 
king, the Lord Jesus Christ. Join us for 

a 9-week journey through this 
supremely relevant book of the Bible 
as we explore the ‘Rise of the Kings’ 

and encounter God’s true King in the 
hope that we will all allow him to be 

the ruler of our lives. 

 

  



 

Monday 15 October:  
1 Samuel 1:1-28 

Tuesday 16 October:  
1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Wednesday 17 October:  
1 Samuel 2:11-26 

Thursday 18 October:  
1 Samuel 2:27-36 

Friday 19 October:  
1 Samuel 3:1-21 

 

Monday 22 October:  
1 Samuel 4:1-22 

Tuesday 23 October:  
1 Samuel 5:1-12 

Wednesday 24 October:  
1 Samuel 6—7:1 

Thursday 25 October:  
1 Samuel 7:2-17 

Friday 26 October:  
1 Samuel 8:1-22 

Monday 29 October:  
1 Samuel 9:1-27 

Tuesday 30 October:  
1 Samuel 10:1-16 

Wednesday 31 October:  
1 Samuel 10:17-27 

Thursday 1 November:  
1 Samuel 11:1-15 

Friday 2 November:  
1 Samuel 12:1-25 

 

Monday 5 November:  
1 Samuel 13:1-23 

Tuesday 6 November:  
1 Samuel 14:1-23 

Wednesday 7 November:  
1 Samuel 14:24-46 

Thursday 8 November:  
1 Samuel 14:47-52 

Friday 9 November:  
1 Samuel 15:1-35

Monday 12 November:  
1 Samuel 16:1-13 

Tuesday 13 November:  
1 Samuel 16:14-23 

Wednesday 14 November:  
1 Samuel 17:1-54 

Thursday 15 November:  
1 Samuel 17:55–18:5 

Friday 16 November:  
1 Samuel 18:6-30 

Monday 19 November:  
1 Samuel 19:1-24 

Tuesday 20 November:  
1 Samuel 20:1-42 

Wednesday 21 November:  
1 Samuel 21:1-15 

Thursday 22 November:  
1 Samuel 22:1-23 

Friday 23 November:  
1 Samuel 23:1-29 

Monday 26 November:  
1 Samuel 24:1-15 

Tuesday 27 November:  
1 Samuel 24:16—25:1 

Wednesday 28 November:  
1 Samuel 25:2-35 

Thursday 29 November:  
1 Samuel 25:36-44 

Friday 30 November:  
1 Samuel 26:1-25 

Monday 3 December:  
1 Samuel 27:1-12 

Tuesday 4 December:  
1 Samuel 28:1-14 

Wednesday 5 December:  
1 Samuel 28:15-25 

Thursday 6 December:  
1 Samuel 29:1-7 

Friday 7 December:  
1 Samuel 29:8-11 

Monday 10 December:  
1 Samuel 30:1-6 

Tuesday 11 December:  
1 Samuel 30:7-15 

Wednesday 12 December:  
1 Samuel 30:16-31 

Thursday 13 December:  
1 Samuel 31:1-7 

Friday 14 December:  
1 Samuel 31:8-13  



 

Sermon Based 

1pm—2.30pm @ BPCC 

 

Sermon Based 

7pm—9pm @ BPCC 

Sermon Based 

6am—7am @ BPCC 

 

3rd Wednesday  
11.30am—1pm 

 

Sermon Based 

7pm—9pm @ BPCC 

 

7pm—9pm @ BPCC 

 

Sermon Based 

7pm—9pm @ Bray 
Park 

9am—11am @ BPCC 

Children Welcome 

 

 

Fortnightly 

9am—11am @ BPCC 

 

 

Alpha is a safe place for you to explore the big questions about life, God and your 
place in it all. Alpha courses run for approximately 12 weeks.  
We are planning on running an Alpha Course in early 2019, depending on interest. If 
you would like to know more contact Ben (ben@bpcc.com.au). 

A variety of parenting courses through Growing Families are available for parents in 
all stages of their parenting journey, from babies through to young adults. Courses 
run according to interest. 

 

www.bpcc.com.au/grow 

growthgroups@bpcc.com.au 



 

adam@bpcc.com.au 

Complaining. It comes naturally to us. 
Sometimes we do it without even 
thinking. We whine about the weather, 
grumble about going to work, and 
complain about the cost of living. You 
name it, we (probably) complain about it. 
 

Author Megan Hill says: “Complaining is a 
universal currency in our world. Almost 
without fail, it provides a point of 
connection for even the most casual 
interactions. There’s seemingly nothing we 
won’t complain about, and seemingly no 
one who won’t join us when we do.” 

 

Of course, we know we shouldn’t 
complain. Paul writes forcefully in 
Philippians 2: “Do everything without 
grumbling or arguing…” (v.14). We’ve 
probably heard or read this verse before, 
and we probably agree with it in theory.  
 

But perhaps we haven’t paid attention to 
the verses that follow, which give us the 
reason why God calls us to radical 
contentment: “…so that you may become 
blameless and pure, “children of 
God without fault in a warped and crooked 
generation.” Then you will shine among 
them like stars in the sky as you hold firmly 
to the word of life.” (vv.15-16a) 

 

God wants us to quit whining for the sake 
of our witness to Jesus. In a world where 
complaining is natural and ordinary, a 
contented Christian is supernatural and 
rare. They stand out like a shining star in 
the night sky. 
 

The Christian who refuses to join (or 
instigate) the office pity party, or resists 
answering the well-meaning query ‘How 
are you?’ with a long sigh, or recognises 
the blessing of a full schedule and tired 
body, testifies to the goodness of God in 
all seasons of life.  
 

Of course, I’m not suggesting we have to 
be fake or insincere. God is not afraid of 

our negative emotions and downcast 
feelings (read the Psalms). We can be 
honest with God and one another (we 
should be). But if our default mode is 
complaint rather than contentment, 
grumbling rather than gratitude, and 
argument rather than agreement, we 
should ask ourselves why. And we should 
be aware of the impact that our 
grumbling words have on our witness to 
Jesus. 
 

We, of all people, have reason to hope, to 
be joyful, and to put away grumbling. Our 
sin has been paid for (2 Cor. 5:21), Christ 
has risen (Matt. 28:6), the Spirit has been 
poured into our hearts (Phil. 2:13), and 
God has promised that he does all things 
for our good and his glory (Rom. 8:28) 
and that nothing can separate us from his 
love (Rom. 8:38–39).  
 

Let’s step into each day and every 
conversation as if these glorious realities 
are true—because they are! 

 

“In all this you greatly rejoice, though now 
for a little while you may have had to 
suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These 
have come so that the proven genuineness 
of your faith—of greater worth than gold, 
which perishes even though refined by 
fire—may result in praise, glory and 
honour when Jesus Christ is 
revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, 
you love him; and even though you do not 
see him now, you believe in him and are 
filled with an inexpressible and glorious 
joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of 
your faith, the salvation of your souls.” – 1 
Peter 1:6-9 



 

Dear Church Family, 
 

In line with Church Council’s commitment 
to keep members up-to-date with all that 
is happening in the life of our church, I 
would like to give an overview of the last 
few months.  
 

Sermons 

Last term, Adam led us through a series 
exploring the Christian vision of sexuality 
titled ‘Divine Design’, while we recently 
completed a three-week study of Jesus’ 
powerful prayer in John 17 called ‘Praying 
with Jesus’. It has also been encouraging 
to hear from Ben and Nathanael in the 
last couple of weeks. Next term we will 
launch into a series titled ‘Rise of the 
Kings’ from the exciting Old Testament 
book of 1 Samuel. Adam has settled well 
into the Lead Pastor role and is providing 
leadership, energy and direction to the 
BPCC staff members. He is also 
representing BPCC at Classis and is 
serving as an active member on a Synod 
committee. 
 

Update on Ministries 

The staff team recently completed the 
new BPCC website, which we are thrilled 
with and would encourage you to check 

out if you haven’t already. Similarly, Ben 
and his team continue to improve our 
presence on social media, and he has also 
been busy finalising arrangements for the 
Young Adults retreat. We are also looking 
at creating a Connect Team to look out 
for newcomers and invite them home for 
a meal and follow up. Ben will also be 
training The Park staff in evangelism to 
keep the vision of the coffee shop as a 
missional outreach. We have already had 
an impact on some of The Park’s 
customers. Please continue to pray for 
this outreach initiative that it would be 
effective in drawing people closer to 
BPCC and ultimately to God. 

 

Emma and her team are getting to the 
busy end of planning and coordinating 
activities for our Community Carols event 
which will be held on Saturday 8th of 
December. They are following up with 
potential sponsors and fundraising 
activities. Please get involved with the 
Carols by giving, serving, or helping out 
however you can, as this is a great 
opportunity for us to reach out to our 
community and to display the love of 
God.  
 



 They are also assisting with the 
arrangements for “The Genesis Project” 
with Joe Vermeulen on Saturday 6th of 
October. The new electronic drum kit for 
the Youth Shed is being used and is much 
appreciated.  
 

Nathanael and his team continue to 
support the Chappy Brekkie at Bray Park 
State High School, which is a great blessing 
to many students. Typically, there are two 
to three BPCC leaders and some student 
volunteers running it each week. They also 
continue with the Friday lunchtime 
Connect Group at Genesis Christian College 
for students. There are several young 
people who weren’t Christian but are 
enthusiastically getting involved at youth 
and church. The SENT Youth Camp of 10-12 
August was a big success with over 100 
people in attendance. Around half of the 
people were from BPCC and large 
contingents from Westside and Redlands, 
with small groups from Toowoomba, 
Nerang and Mansfield.  
 

Caroline and her team are planning to align 
the Kidz Church lessons in Term 4 with the 
church-wide sermon series (Rise of the 
Kings: 1 Samuel). The focus in Kidz Church 
during Term 3 was on serving others. The 
children were practically involved in 
preparing items for the shoeboxes for 
Operation Christmas Child and are 
experiencing what life is like for others 
through the “Step into My Shoes” series.  
Each week the children were encouraged to 
think about how they can serve and love 
others. We thank Caroline and her team for 
making the Scriptures and the truth about 
God real to our children and for nurturing 
their faith. 
 

Finances 

The BPCC financial results at the end of 

August 2018 are within budget. Our total 
income, including tithes and offerings, is 
$448,979 and our total operating expenses 
were $424,347 resulting in a year to date 
surplus of $24,632. Our combined bank 
accounts cash total reduced to $55,339 due 
to major maintenance costs earlier in the 
year, additional cost in setting up The Park 
and additional staff expenses associated 
with staff transitions. The Park YTD 
financial position is $6,573 in the negative. 
Obviously new ventures like The Park will 
take time to develop a customer base and 
to grow the turnover, but we are optimistic 
about the future and we are thankful to the 
many different people who so generously 
contribute, whether that is our wonderful 
staff, those who serve on a Sunday, or 
those who bake goods to be sold through 
the week. Not to mention those who are 
working behind the scenes to continue to 
improve the facilities and look of the space. 
The BPCC balance sheet continues to show 
a solid cash position. 
 

Church Council 
We are currently in the process of finding 
new elders to replace Eric Petrusma, Phil 
Vanderniet, Clint Armstrong and myself 
who are finishing our term in office at the 
end of the year. Please pray for the process 
and for God to raise up godly men to lead 
his church. 
 

I give praise to God for His blessings over 
BPCC and for all the staff members, Church 
Council members and all the many 
volunteers who use their talents and time 
to make BPCC the church it is.  

churchcouncil@bpcc.com.au 



 

Here at BPCC we often talk about 
embracing the mission of God; about 
going out and making disciples. We’re 
passionate about Jesus’ Great 
Commission in Matthew 28 and so it 
forms an integral part of our vision and 
mission as a church. Yet, I don’t know 
about you, but sometimes the idea of 
‘going out on mission’ can be difficult to 
actualise. It can be difficult to make it a 
reality when life is already packed to the 
brim with commitments and 
responsibilities. Maybe you’ve come on a 
Sunday and you’ve heard us talk about 
mission, and it resonates, it sounds good 
and right and true, but you find that as 
soon as Monday comes around you 
forget, or you just don’t know how to 
make it real in your context. 

Well, I think that is a problem for many of 
us. And that is why I think mission has to 
become your lifestyle. One of the best 
things Michanne and I ever did was to sit 
down and write out our week together. 
We wrote down all of our commitments 
and blocked out time for things that were 
necessary (work, house cleaning, church 
services, study, etc.). We then prayed and 
thought about what we are doing to 
involve ourselves in the mission of God. 
One of the things we have committed 

ourselves to is opening our home every 
2nd Wednesday night for dinner. The 
purpose of the dinner has been to reach 
out to people far from Jesus and the 
church. This has been both one of the 
most challenging and most rewarding 
things we have ever done.  

It has been challenging because it can be 
scary inviting neighbours into your home 
who might end up thinking you’re just 
another dumb Christian. Or sometimes all 
you want to do after a busy day of work is 
sink into the couch and watch Netflix. Yet, 
it has been rewarding because through 
these dinners we were able to play a 
special role in the life of a young woman 
who became a Christian! Anything is 
worth that! She was formerly dead in her 
trespasses, but God worked through us 
and others to bring her to life with Christ 
(Ephesians 2:1-5)! The mission of God is 
exciting! But, it doesn’t become part of 
our lifestyle by getting excited about it. It 
becomes part of our lifestyle when we 
intentionally make it our lifestyle. 

 



 So, if you want to embrace God’s mission, 
but have difficulty bringing traction to this 
desire, I encourage you to do this: Sit 
down and write out your week, then think 
and pray about what you might be able to 
do to further the mission of God. (This 
isn’t for the purpose of ticking a ‘mission 
box’ at some point in your week, but 
rather to help you begin creating a 
missional lifestyle). There are ministries 
here at church that you can get involved 
in, like BPCC Youth, for example. They 
interact with a lot of non-Christian 
students. Or, you could think a bit more 
outside of the box. Perhaps you could join 
a sporting club, build friendships, and 
look for opportunities to share the gospel 
in that space. Church, as we embrace the 
mission of God, I believe we will see God 
work in miraculous and exciting ways! 
Will you join us in our vision to make 
disciples? Will you make this a priority in 
your life? It was Jesus himself who said: 

“…go and make disciples of all 
nations…” (Matthew 28:19) 

In grace, 

Ben 

ben@bpcc.com.au 

 

We are seeking new head leaders for 
GEMS and Cadets. GEMS and Cadets is for 
primary aged children and involves 
leading bible studies, crafts and camps. 
This role involves leading the team that  
run GEMS and Cadets each fortnight at 
BPCC. Our current head leaders would 
love the opportunity to work with the 
new leaders in 2019, as they take up this 
new role. 
Email gems@bpcc.com.au or 
cadets@bpcc.com.au 

 

We are looking for people to join our 
Creche Team. This team cares for our 
babies aged 0-3yrs every Sunday at BPCC.  
Creche is a blessing to many young 
families who may find it difficult to attend 
church with little ones.  
Email office@bpcc.com.au  



 

At BPCC we sponsor over 130 children 
through the ministry of Compassion. The 
majority of these children come from the 
same region in Northern Thailand. 
Sponsor a child through Compassion, 
starting from $48/mth.  
 

Have you written to your child lately? 

Don’t forget to write regularly, the 
children love receiving letters from their 
sponsors. You can write a letter online at 
www.compassion.com.au 

 

We support the New Life Orphanage in 
Myanmar who care for over 180 orphans. 
100% of all sponsorship money goes 
directly to the Orphanage. Child 
sponsorship starts from $33/mth.  
 

High School education in the Solomon 
Islands is expensive for the locals, but you 
can send a child to school for $150/yr.  
 

Please join us for our annual charity 
dinner at Shangri La, Wynnum. Hosted 
by MC Heather Foord, enjoy a decadent 
four-course meal. A range of exciting 
prizes to be won. Doors open 6pm for 
drinks and canapés. Help us raise funds 
for orphaned and abandoned children 
in Myanmar (Burma). 

Friday 9 November 2018 at 6:00pm 

Shangri La Gardens 

1969 Wynnum Road, Wynnum West, 
QLD 4178 



 

 

You are invited to join us on our upcoming Compassion Field Experience to Thailand. 
You don’t have to have a sponsor child, all are welcome. The Field Experience will give 
you the chance to experience Compassion’s work firsthand and meet our incredible 
workers in the developing world. It is an opportunity to see how Compassion works 
and see how it truly does transform the lives of children living in poverty. 
 

BPCC partners with four different regions in Northern Thailand and sponsor over 140 
children. During the Field Experience we will have the opportunity to visit all of these 
regions and the children that are being sponsored, along with many other children 
who are sponsored through Compassion. You will experience firsthand the everyday 
issues and challenges confronting those living in poverty. You will be able to talk 
directly to parents, children, church leaders and Compassion’s dedicated local staff.  
 

The trip will take place from Saturday the 9th to Tuesday the 19th of March, 2019. 
However, these dates may change slightly depending on the availability of flights.  
 

The cost of the Field Experience is $1,008 dollars, which includes the Field Experience, 
all accommodation in Thailand, meals, bottled water, sight-seeing activity, grocery 
gift hamper, and internal transport in Thailand. We estimate the approximate cost of 
the flights to be around $1,000 per person, which includes domestic flights within 
Thailand. 
 

Want to know more? An Information Session will be held after the AM service on 
Sunday the 11th of November. Confirmation of your place on the trip, along with a 
deposit ($250, non-refundable) is due on Friday 23rd of November. 
 

If you’d like further information about the  
trip or would like to receive a Field 
Experience Information Booklet, contact 
Emma (emma@bpcc.com.au).  

Emma Sunderland 
(emma@bpcc.com.au) 

mailto:emma@bpcc.com.au


 

 

Each week we help families in need by 
giving away food hampers. If you would 
like to contribute, donations of both 
goods and money can be left in the 
church foyer each week. 

• Tinned Meat and Vegetables 

• Pasta & Pasta Sauce 

• Rice  
• Breakfast Cereals 

• School Snacks 

• Toiletries 

 

We provide home cooked meals to people 
when they are going through a tough 
time. 

We like to keep our freezer stocked ready 
to help when a need arises. If you would 
like to support this ministry please 
contact Michele Gustafson on 3264 2717  

 

 

 

LINC is a local organisation which 
provide transport for people in need. LINC 
is always looking for drivers to join their 
team. Drivers provide transport to 
medical appointments for people who are 
unable to drive themselves or manage 
public transport. 

Steve Howarth 0407 698 713  



 
 

 

 

 

churchcouncil@bpcc.com.au 

Church Council meet on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month 

 

Adam Schoenmaker adam@bpcc.com.au 

Ben Fien ben@bpcc.com.au 

Emma Sunderland creative@bpcc.com.au 

Nathanael Remminga youth@bpcc.com.au 

Caroline Brandon caroline@bpcc.com.au 

 

Emma Sunderland playgroup@bpcc.com.au 

 Joanna Smith gems@bpcc.com.au 

Bruce Smith cadets@bpcc.com.au 

 Nathanael Remminga youth@bpcc.com.au 

Ben and Michanne Fien ben@bpcc.com.au 

growthgroups@bpcc.com.au 

 

9.00am — 3.00pm Mon-Fri 
3882 1989    

office@bpcc.com.au      
www.bpcc.com.au 

P.O. Box 3088  WARNER  QLD   4500 

 

 

 

Offering Bags 
 

at the Connections Centre  
 

ANZ Bank Everton Park  
BSB: 014 234   
A/C: 3670 48692 
 

www.bpcc.com.au/give 
 

are available on the back of  
the church seats or at the Con-
nections Centre 

VISION 

MISSION 

VALUES 

WE WORSHIP THE 
TRIUNE GOD 

WE PROCLAIM THE 
GOSPEL 

WE LOVE ONE 
ANOTHER 

At BPCC there are many 
opportunities to serve, and for 
those who serve like Jesus no 
task is too menial or small. 
If you would like information 
on joining a team please email 

 

or go to 
 

 

 



 


