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Who is BPCC? 
Bray Park Community Church (BPCC) enjoys a rich and vital history with its roots 
in the Protestant Reformation and its membership in the Christian Reformed 
Churches of Australia (CRCA). BPCC was actually started in Stafford by a group of 
passionate European migrants and local Queenslanders, who later sensed God’s 
leading to move to Bray Park, emboldened with the vision to start a Christian 
school and to reach more people with the gospel of Jesus Christ. Since then 
BPCC has continued to experience God’s goodness and we remain encouraged 
and excited about what God is doing in and through His church, as we seek to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ in the Pine Rivers shire and beyond. 


What is important at BPCC? 
As a member of the CRCA, BPCC is a part of the Reformed denomination and 
theological tradition. This means at BPCC we believe the Bible is the Word of God, 
that there is only one God who exists eternally as a Trinity, and that Jesus Christ, in 
His life, death and resurrection, secured our right relationship with God by grace 
alone, through faith alone. Basically, what it means to be Reformed is that we hold 
tightly to the important matters, like who God is, who Jesus is, what the Bible is 
about, how people become followers of Jesus, and what that means. 


However, while being Reformed is an important part of our DNA, we don’t 
necessarily make a huge deal about it, because we want people from all traditions 
and backgrounds to feel comfortable following Jesus with us. For more information 
regarding what we believe see pages 18-20 or refer to www.bpcc.com.au. (For 
more information on the CRCA refer to www.crca.org.au)
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Core Values of BPCC 
In order to help us remember and stay focused on what is important, we have 

distilled the foundational truths of Scripture into three core values that define 
what it means to be a part of BPCC.


                   Core Value #1

                 We worship the Triune God 

The Bible reveals that God exists as a Trinity, as three persons; Father (Eph. 4:6; 1 
Cor. 8:6), Son (John 1:1-3; 20:28; Tit. 2:13) and Holy Spirit (Eph. 4:30; 2 Cor. 3:17), 
who are each equally and fully God. This means we worship God as He has 
revealed Himself to us; as one God who exists in three persons.


                   Core Value #2

              We proclaim the gospel 

The gospel is the good news that the overflowing joy of fellowship with God is ours 
freely and eternally by faith in the truly-human life, sin-forgiving death and hope-
giving resurrection of Jesus Christ (Acts 10:36-43; 1 Cor. 1:17-18; 15:1-5). The 
gospel is a message that is to be proclaimed and believed (Mark 1:14-15), it is the 
point of the whole Bible (Gal. 3:8), it is from God above (Gal. 1:11-12) and so, it is 
of first importance in our church and in our lives (1 Cor 15:3-4).


                      Core Value #3

                   We love one another 

To worship God - who is love (1 John 4:8) - and to let the gospel - the message of 
God’s love - dwell among us richly (Col. 3:16), will produce a community of love. 
And it is precisely this community of love that will put Jesus on vivid display in our 
wider community and in our world (John 13:34-35). To love one another as Christ 
has loved us (John 13:34-35) means to lay down our wants, our desires, even our 
rights, for the good and flourishing of others.
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Why does BPCC exist? 
The most fundamental question any church must answer is; “Why do we exist?” 
Thankfully Jesus answered the question for us. In Matthew 28:18-20, Jesus said: 
“…go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you.” The mission of Jesus’ church is to make disciples of Jesus and 
indeed, this is precisely why BPCC exists.




Vision 
To be a gospel-centred church seeking to make and 

grow disciples of Jesus Christ for the good of our 

community and the glory of God.


Mission 
To make growing disciples of Jesus Christ through 

gospel-centred and Spirit empowered worship, 

community, service and mission.
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 What is the Gospel? 

The central message of the Bible is the gospel, or good news, about the person 
and work of Jesus Christ. It is the good news of God’s grace invading the 
darkness of this world. More specifically, it is the declaration that Jesus, the 
promised Messianic King and Son of God came to earth as a servant, in human 
form (Philippians 2:4-11) and by His death and resurrection, atoned for our sin and 
secured our justification by grace, not by our works (1 Corinthians 15:3-11). 
Moreover, on the cross Jesus broke the dominion of sin and evil over us 
(Colossians 2:13-15) and at His return He will complete what He began by the 
renewal of the entire material creation and the resurrection of our bodies (Romans 
8:18-23).


The cross of Jesus Christ is the glorious centre of the Christian faith. It satisfies the 
demands of God’s holy justice and appeases His holy wrath. It also demonstrates 
His mysterious love and reveals His amazing grace. Jesus Christ is the only 
mediator between God and man. There is no other name by which men can be 
saved. Therefore, we want all that takes place in our hearts, ministries and church 
to proceed from and be related to the gospel.


Recommended resources on the Gospel 
The Prodigal God by Timothy Keller


God is the Gospel by John Piper

What is the Gospel? by Greg Gilbert


Gospel by J.D. Greaar

The Explicit Gospel by Matt Chandler


“The Gospel” by Timothy Keller (sermon)
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What is a disciple of Jesus Christ? 
When Jesus was on earth, he said to his first disciples, “Follow me” (Matt. 4:19; 
Mark 1:17). That’s what they did, and this is what it means to be a disciple. A 
disciple of Jesus is, essentially, a follower of Jesus. It is someone who follows 
Jesus in order to live like Jesus. But being a disciple is not simply about trying to 
follow a new set of religious guidelines, rather, it is about the gospel. It is about our 
response to the grace of God given to us through the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ and the power of God unleashed in our lives through the presence of 
His Holy Spirit. 


In other words, when we hear and respond to the gospel, we do not sign up to a 
new ethic, we receive new life (Rom. 1:16-17; Col. 1:5-6; 1 Pet. 1:23-25). This new 
gospel-centred and Spirit-empowered life transforms us into disciples of Jesus, 
giving us a new identity and new activity. This new identity includes being a 
worshiper, a learner, a servant and a witnesses, while our new activity means we 
connect to God through Jesus, grow in Jesus, serve like Jesus and go with Jesus 
into our world.


THE GOSPEL 






 GOSPEL 




  

 WORSHIPER          LEARNER         SERVANT      WITNESS 
 Connect through Jesus             Grow in Jesus	 	            Serve like Jesus	                     Go with Jesus
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                  Worshiper  
                             Connect through Jesus 
        

Our first response to the gospel is worship; to connect to God through Jesus’ 
death on the cross and His resurrection. Worship is both a personal and corporate 
response to God for who He is, and what He has done; expressed in every area of 
our lives (Rom. 12:1-2; Heb. 13:15; John 4:24). To be a disciple of Jesus at BPCC, 
then, is to have a heart transformed by the gospel and so, to worship God.


What it means to connect through Jesus is to:

	 - Believe the gospel (Rom. 4:24-25)


	 - Exhibit love for God (Matt. 22:37)


	 - Be known as a follower of Jesus (1 Cor. 4:1)


	 - Be baptised as a follower of Jesus (Matt. 28:19)


	 - Have a clear testimony of faith in Jesus (1 Pet. 3:15) 


	 - Love God’s people by consistent church attendance (Heb. 10:25)


	 - Be a member of God’s people at BPCC (1 Cor. 12:12-31; 1 Pet. 5:1-5)


	 - Be committed to fostering and protecting the unity of BPCC (Eph. 4:1-16)


	 - Be a faithful steward of the resources God has entrusted you (Psalm 24:1)


	 - In all things let the glory of God and love for others be your driving 	 

	    motivation (1 Cor. 10:31; Matt. 22:36-40)

 
To connect through Jesus means to be in an active relationship with God 
and to be an active member of His people, the church.
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                                               Learner 
                           Grow in Jesus 

Our second response to the gospel is to grow in Jesus by learning who God 
created us to be and how He desires us to live. This learning means to have our 
minds renewed (Rom. 12:2) and our hearts transformed (Luke 6:43-45; Eph. 1:18), 
so that the result is love for God, love for people, and transformation into Christ-
likeness (Mark 12:30-31; Col. 3:12). To be a disciple of Jesus at BPCC, then, is to 
be a learner; a continuing follower of Jesus, loved by the Father and empowered 
by the Spirit.


What it means to grow in Jesus is to:

	 - Be committed to lifelong growth in Christ-likeness (2 Peter 1:3-7)

	 - With the help of the Holy Spirit, strive for a disciplined life of daily 	 	

	   fellowship with God and others, through prayer and reading God’s Word 
	   (Ps. 119:11)


	 - Be committed to the public teaching of God’s Word (2 Tim. 4:1-2)


	 - Have a teachable heart that is able to be trained, rebuked & corrected by 
	   the Bible (2 Tim. 3:16)


	 - Be growing with others in a BPCC Growth Group (Acts 2:42-47)


	 - Respect the authority of pastors, leaders & elders at BPCC (Heb. 13:17)


	 - Be fixed on the centrality of the gospel and essential Christian truths, but 
	   flexible and charitable in regards to everything else (1 Cor. 9:19-23) 

To grow in Jesus means to become more like Jesus by enjoying Him and 
being an active member of His community and specifically a Growth Group.
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                         Servant 

                    Serve like Jesus 

Our third response to the gospel is to serve like Jesus by looking for ways in 
which you can meet the practical and spiritual needs of others, even when it’s an 
inconvenience to yourself, or when it seems a lowly task (Gal. 6:1-10; 1 Pet. 
4:9-11). To be a disciple of Jesus at BPCC, then, is to be a servant like Jesus, to 
humbly serve His church, community and world.


What it means to serve like Jesus is to:

	 - Have a heart that loves to serve God, not to earn His love, but out of 	
	   response to His great love for us (Eph. 2:8-10) 


	 - Be willing to serve in a service team (Rom. 16)


	 - Be willing to use your own gifts for service to others (2 Cor. 9:8-15)


	 - Recognise that service is a responsibility we are all given (1 Pet. 4:10)


	 - Serve as a matter of urgency, in anticipation of Jesus’ return one day 	
	   soon (Heb. 13:14)


	 - Recognise the need for rest to serve for the long term (Heb. 4:1-11)


	 - Embrace the joy of sacrificial giving for the sake of others (2 Cor. 9:7)


	 - Regularly, consistently and sacrificially give of your finances to the        

            ministry of BPCC (1 Tim. 5:17-18; Mark 12:41-44)


To serve like Jesus means to put the needs of others before our own and to 
use the resources that God has entrusted to us for the good of His people 
and our world.
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                                              Witness 

                        Go with Jesus 

Our final response to the gospel is to go with Jesus into every area of our lives, as 
a witness to the transforming power of the gospel, so that others would also 
connect through Jesus, grow in Jesus and serve like Jesus. To be a disciple of 
Jesus at BPCC, then, is to be a witness to Jesus and so to make more disciples of 
Jesus (Matt. 28:18–20).


What it means to go with Jesus is to:

	 - Have a heart for the lost that reflects the heart of Jesus (Luke 15)


	 - Be a faithful, loving, and gracious witness to Jesus in every area of life, 	  
	   whether at home, in your neighbourhood, at work, or in your social groups   

            (Matt. 5:13)


	 - Live an exemplary life in the power of the Holy Spirit, whose fruit we 	
	   exhibit when we remain in Jesus (John 15:1-8; Rom. 12; Gal. 5:22-23)


	 - Be able to clearly and succinctly articulate the gospel (1 Pet. 3:15)


	 - Be willing to endure whatever cost, even suffering and persecution, for 
	    the sake of the gospel (Acts 5:41; 1 Pet. 2:20)


	 - Be actively praying for those who not yet know Christ


	 - Be actively inviting people to a Sunday service


	 - Be an active supporter and participant in BPCC’s global mission initiatives


To go with Jesus means to go into every area of our lives as faithful 
witnesses to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and the truth of the 
gospel.
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How does BPCC make disciples? 
The way BPCC make’s disciples is summarised by our discipleship pathway:




        

    Connect          Grow      Serve     Go


             Connect through Jesus


To connect through Jesus means to be in an active relationship with God and to be 
an active member of His people, the church.


             


              Grow in Jesus


To grow in Jesus means to become more like Jesus by enjoying Him and being an 
active member of His community and specifically a Growth Group.




              Serve like Jesus


To serve like Jesus means to put the needs of others before our own and to use 
the resources that God has entrusted to us for the good of His people and our 
world.


              Go with Jesus


To go with Jesus means to go into every area of our lives as faithful witnesses to 
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and the truth of the gospel.
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          How can I connect at BPCC?


Sunday Services 

A Sunday service is the corporate gathering of God’s people and so an 
indispensable part of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. At BPCC we 

gather at 9am and 6pm on Sunday’s to connect to God through singing, prayer, 
sacraments, and the proclamation of His Word. In this way, Sunday services turn 
our hearts from false worship to true worship, as we together remind ourselves of 
who God is and what He has done in Jesus. 


We also gather to connect to each other and to remind ourselves of our unity as 
God’s redeemed people (Eph. 4:1-5), to love one another (John 13:34-35), and to 
spur one another on towards good deeds and mission (Heb. 10:24-25). Sunday 
services are also a great opportunity for people in our church community to invite 
others so that they too can connect to God and hear who Jesus is and what we 
believe in a clear and accessible way.


Connect Course 
A Connect Course is for people who want to take the next step in following Jesus 
and in becoming a part of His church at BPCC. At a Connect Course we explain 

what it means to connect to God through Jesus. It’s also at the Connect Course 

where we explain how to connect to His church and what it looks like at BPCC to 
grow in Jesus and to serve like Jesus. Some people are ready to do the Connect 
Course on the very first day they come to church, for others it might take a few 
months or even years. In any case, the Connect Course is for anyone ready to take 
the next step in connecting to God through Jesus and to BPCC.
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           How can I grow at BPCC?


Growth Groups 
Growth Groups are an integral part of what it means to belong to BPCC, because 
it is primarily in Growth Groups where we fulfil our calling to grow in Christ-likeness 
and in community. As believers we both need and are commanded to have 
brothers and sisters in our lives who can speak God’s truth to us, exhort us, 
encourage us and spur us on towards love and good deeds (Heb. 3:12-13; 10:24; 
Rom. 12:10; Gal. 5:13). 


Growth Groups meet throughout the week for fellowship, care, prayer, 
accountability, sharing stories and studying God’s Word, usually the current BPCC 
sermon series. Growth Groups will not be perfect or even easy, and the people in 
them are not bound together by common interests, common age or common 
ethnicity, but by a common Saviour. Jesus said we are to “love one another,” (John 
13:34-35) and the only way we can do that is if we are involved in “one another’s” 
lives. For more information on joining a Growth Group see www.bpcc.com.au/grow 
or visit the Connections Centre.


Prayer Meetings 
The fundamental importance of prayer is undeniable, both for our personal and 
corporate growth (Acts 1:14; 4:24; 12:5, 12; 1 Thess. 1:2). We pray for many 
reasons, but perhaps none so important as simply obeying our Heavenly Father 
(Matt. 17:14-21; 26:41; Luke 6:12-13; 10:2; Eph. 6:18-19). So, at BPCC we gather 
monthly to pray together and to bring before God the myriad reasons we have to 
thank Him and to lay our needs and requests before Him, in order to see His 
kingdom come in every area of our lives and world. For more information on prayer 
meetings see www.bpcc.com.au/connect/calendar. 
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           How can I serve at BPCC?


Service Teams 
At BPCC, Service Teams are the easiest way to get involved in serving others in 
the same way that Jesus has served us. In the life of a church, there are many and 
varied needs and opportunities to serve, and for those who serve like Jesus, no 
task is too menial or small (Rom. 12:3-8; 1 Cor. 12:14-27). Indeed, at BPCC 
opportunities to serve like Jesus exist in many different areas, from welcoming 
people and helping them get connected, to teaching children at Kids Church, to 
cleaning up the auditorium, to using audio and visual technology. Whatever it is, 
Service Teams allow us to be involved in God’s mission in the world and to declare 
the gospel in word and deed and so make growing disciples of Jesus. For more 
information on signing up to serve by joining a Service Team see 
www.bpcc.com.au/serve or visit the Connections Centre.


BPCC Care 
BPCC Care is the way in which BPCC serves those in our local community by 
practically meeting their needs in a variety of ways. Indeed, BPCC Care 
incorporates a number of teams and fulfils a number of practical loving functions, 
including visitation, gardening, childcare, provision of meals and groceries, 
financial training. BPCC Care is committed to doing whatever possible to meet the 
needs of our local community and so be a visible witness to the love of God that is 
extended to us in Jesus. For more information about serving our community 
through BPCC Care see www.bpcc.com.au/serve or visit the Connections Centre.
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          How can I go at BPCC?


Local Witness 
God is active in the world, working to redeem people and the entire cosmos, and 
the task of the church and believers is to participate in this mission (Matt. 
28:18-20; Acts 1:8). God calls us to testify to the saving and transforming power of 
the gospel in order to see people, families, cultures and countries made new by 
Christ (2 Cor. 5:17). The local witness of BPCC, then, is comprehensive and varied. 
It includes going into our families, workplaces, neighbourhoods and social groups 
to be witnesses to Jesus. It includes the way we love one another, the way we 
serve the poor and marginalised in our local community and the way we live 
counter-cultural kingdom lives, characterised by our new life in Christ. For more 
information about our local witness see www.bpcc.com.au/go. 


Global Witness 
The Global Witness of BPCC extends to various parts of the globe. We are 
involved in Myanmar through the New Life Orphanage, which works to provide 
relief for orphans and abandoned children. BPCC is also involved in the Solomon 
Islands, through support of the S.W.I.M project, which is a mission organisation 
working to support churches of Solomon Islands Christian Association and to 
provide training, education, development and relief for the people of the Solomon 
Islands. BPCC is involved in various other organisations, working to see God’s 
kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven. For more information about our global 
witness see www.bpcc.com.au/go. 
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What do we believe? 
What we believe matters. It matters because what we believe defines us. It defines 
what we stand for. But more importantly, it matters because it defines who we will 
become. You see, what we believe about God shapes how we live. And so, it is of 
the utmost importance that we clearly define what we believe at BPCC.


For a more extensive summary of the beliefs and doctrine of BPCC refer to: 
The Heidelberg Catechism

The Belgic Confession

The Canons of Dort

The Westminster Confession

The Apostles Creed

The Athanasian Creed

The Nicene Creed
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Statement of Basic Beliefs 
We believe… 

The Scriptures are true, authoritative and sufficient (Psalm 19:7-11; 2 Timothy 
3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21)


There is only one true God, the Creator of heaven and earth, who eternally exists 
in three distinct persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 
45:5-6; 46:9-10; John 17:3; 1 Corinthians 8:4-6; 1 Timothy 2:5)


All things exist for the glory of God (Psalm 148; Proverbs 16:4; Isaiah 61:3; 
Romans 11:33-36; 1 Corinthians 10:31; 2 Corinthians 5:15; Ephesians 1:3-14)


All humans are made in the image of God, and so, endowed with intrinsic value, 
dignity and worth (Genesis 1:26; 5:3; 9:6)


All humanity (Christ excluded), however, is sinful by both birth and action (Genesis 
6:5; Psalm 51:5; Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 3:23; 5:8, 12-21; 7:18; Ephesians 2:1-3)


The deserved penalty for sin is physical and spiritual death (Genesis 2:15-17; 
3:19; Romans 5:12; 6:23; James 1:14-15)


Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, was born of a virgin and is both fully God 

and fully human (Matthew 1:20; Luke 2:52; John 1:1-4, 14; Colossians 1:15-20; 
Hebrews 1:1-3)


Jesus Christ died as the sacrificial substitute to pay the penalty for sin 

(John 1:29; 10:1-18; Romans 5:8; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 
Galatians 1:4; 1 Peter 3:18)
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Jesus Christ physically rose from the dead, ascended into heaven and will one 
day physically return (Matthew 28:1-20; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-53; John 
1:20-21:25; 1 Corinthians 15:12-34; Acts 1:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:16; Hebrews 
9:28; 1 John 3:2; Revelation 1:7)


There will be a future physical resurrection of the dead. Only those who turn 
from sin and to Jesus in faith and repentance will be raised to eternal reward. 
Those who do not turn from sin and to Jesus will be raised to eternal punishment 
(Matthew 25:31-46; John 5:28-29; Acts 24:15)


Only through faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ and repentance from 
sin can one be reconciled to God and experience true life and joy (John 3:18; 14:6; 
Acts 4:12; Romans 3:21-26; 1 Timothy 2:5-6)


Jesus Christ instituted two sacraments - Lord’s Supper and baptism - as 
symbols of His saving work, and that those who receive Jesus in faith should 
participate in the sacraments (Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-23; 
Acts 2:38; 8:13; 9:18; 19:5; Romans 6:3-4; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34; 12:13; 
Galatians 3:27; 1 Peter 3:21)
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What is the Church? 
Many people today understand the church as a building. But the word “church” 
comes from the Greek word ekklesia which is defined as “an assembly” or “called-
out ones.” The root meaning of “church” is not that of a building, then, but of a 
people. More specifically, it is the gathering of all those redeemed by God, through 
Jesus Christ (John 3:16; 1 Corinthians 12:13), and all those who are now invited to 
join God in His mission to redeem the world. This means, the church is far more 
than a building, but is, rather, the people of God, empowered for the mission of 
God, to the glory of God.


The church exists, then, on a couple of different levels. At one level is the universal 
church, which includes everyone worldwide who trusts in and follows Jesus Christ. 
At another level is the local church, which is the gathering of a particular group of 
people in a particular location (Acts 15:41; Romans 16:5; 1 Corinthians 1:2; Gal. 
1:1-2; 1 Thessalonians 1:1).


Scripture gives a number of different images to illustrate the nature of the church, 
including the family of God (Ephesians 2:19), the people of God (1 Peter 2:10), the 
body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:12-31) and the bride of Christ (Revelation 21:2, 9). 
Underlying all of these images is the notion of inter-dependence. We need each 
other. Just as a human family, a people group, a marriage, or a human body relies 
upon mutual dependence of individual members for proper functioning, so the 
body of Christ requires sacrificial and responsible service by its individual 
members. As 1 Corinthians 12:21 says, “The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have 
no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” Likewise, 
a member of the church cannot say to another member that he or she is 
unnecessary. We all have gifts that differ according to the provision of the Holy 
Spirit (Romans 12:3-8). To become a member at BPCC, then, is to unite with Christ 
and thus to each other, which is expressed in our love for God and love for one 
another (John 13:34-35).
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What is Church Membership? 
Quite simply, according to the Bible, church membership is a commitment every 
Christian should make to attend, love, serve, and submit to a local church. In terms 
of biblical evidence, it is comprehensive and varied. Romans 12 tells us that if we 
are members of Christ, we are members of one another. 1 Corinthians 12:1-31 tells 
us we are given gifts for the good of other members, and that God has appointed 
different offices in the church for its healthy functioning. In 1 Corinthians 5:1-12, 
Paul outlines the process of church discipline where there is blatant and 
unrepentant sin. In Acts 6:1-6, we see an election take place in order to address a 
specific problem and accusation in the church. In Romans 16:1-16, we see what 
appears to be an awareness of who is a church member. In 1 Timothy 5:3-16 we 
see a clear teaching on how to handle widows in the church. In Hebrews 13:7, 
believers are told to submit to church leaders, and church leaders are instructed to 
care for those under their instruction with joy. This is not to mention the 59 “one 
another” commands in Scripture (i.e. love one another, serve one another). 


The biblical witness is plain; God’s plan for His people is that we would belong to a 
local community of faith, for our own protection, for our growth in Christ, for the 
good of others, and for the glory of God. So, while it’s true that a Christian must 
choose to join a church, this does not make the church a voluntary organisation. 
Having chosen Christ, a Christian has no choice but to choose to join a church.


So, let us ask you: Do you believe it is your responsibility to help make BPCC a 
healthy church? Do you believe it is your responsibility to do more than just attend 
BPCC, but also to belong and to contribute? If you are a Christian, we believe that 
it is. Indeed, we believe that the consistent witness of the New Testament is that it 
is our collective responsibility to join what God is doing in and through His through. 
And in our case, that means to join in what God is doing in and through BPCC and 
to build BPCC into a fruitful, faithful, and loving church. 


�22



What is a Covenant? 
At its most basic level, a covenant is a formal agreement between two or more 
parties, outlining mutual rights and responsibilities. Though this sounds merely like 
a contract, a covenant, in the biblical sense, is more personal as it involves loyalty 
and allegiance, not just an exchange of goods or services. Quite simply, contracts 
can be negotiated and nullified depending on performance, whereas covenants are 
the unreserved binding together of two parties. This is why, for example, the nature 
of marriage is covenantal, not contractual (Ephesians 5:22-33).


In the Bible covenants are made between both God and man (Genesis 6; 9; 15;  2 
Samuel 23; Ezekiel 20; Hosea 2; Jeremiah 31; Matthew 26) and solely between 
men (Genesis 31:44; 1 Samuel 18; 2 Samuel 3). Some covenants are reciprocal, in 
that both parties must fulfil their obligations, while others are unilateral, where one 
party binds themselves to fulfil both sides of the agreement. God’s covenant with 
the universal church, His people, is an example of a unilateral covenant, whereby 
He both demands righteousness but also provides righteousness in the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus. 


The covenant that believer’s enter into with a local church is an example of a 
reciprocal covenant where both parties have obligations to fulfil. Quite simply, to 
fulfil the mission of God in this world demands that we make a covenant together 
to be the body of Christ for each other, for our community, and for the glory of 
God. A local church covenant is not explicitly mentioned in the Bible, but a local 
church covenant outlines, in a summarised way, those duties which the New 
Testament requires from both members and leaders of a church. Those duties are 
summarised on pages 24-27. It is our hope that after reading them through you 
clearly understand what is expected of those who connect to BPCC by becoming 
members, in order that we might continue to fulfil our God-given mission to make 
growing disciples of Jesus Christ, for the good of our community and the glory of 
God.
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What are the obligations of… 
Elders & staff to the BPCC body? 
As shepherds and overseers of a local church, elders are entrusted with protecting, 
leading, equipping, and caring for the corporate church body and its individual 
members. The obligations that follow are an overview of the requirements for 
elders as spelled out in the Scriptures. 


The elders and staff covenant… 
To appoint elders and deacons, including staff members who serve in these 
offices, according to the criteria assigned to them in the Scriptures (1 Timothy 
3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1-15)


To prayerfully seek God’s will for our church community and steward its 
resources to the best of our ability, based on the Scriptures and the leading of the 
Spirit (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:1-4)


To care for the church and seek its growth in grace, truth and love (Matthew 
28:16-20; Ephesians 4:15-16; Colossians 1:28; James 5:14; 1 Peter 5:1-4)


To provide teaching and counsel from the whole of Scripture (Acts 20:27-28; 1 
Timothy 4:16; 2 Timothy 4:1-5; Titus 2:1)


To equip members of the church for the work of ministry (Ephesians 4:11-16)


To be on guard against false teachers and teachings (Matthew 7:15; Acts 
20:28-31; 1 Timothy 1:3-7; 1 John 4:1)
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To lovingly exercise discipline when necessary, for the glory of God, the good of 
the one disciplined and the health of the church as a whole (Matthew 18:15-20; 1 
Corinthians 5; Galatians 6:1; James 5:19-20)


To set an example and join members in fulfilling the obligations of church 
membership stated below (Philippians 3:17; 1 Timothy 4:12; Titus 2:7-8; 1 Peter 
5:3)


�25



What are the obligations of… 
Members to the BPCC body? 
As those who continue to experience the grace of God in the gospel and the 
indwelling power of the Holy Spirit, we are to grow in Jesus. That is, we are to 
reflect the character of Christ through the pursuit of certain attitudes and actions 
and the rejection of others. This pursuit encompasses every area of our lives, 
including both our personal relationship with God and our corporate relationship to 
His church. The obligations that follow are in no way intended as an addition to the 
biblical requirements of a believer. Rather, they are to be considered an accessible 
yet non-exhaustive explanation of what the Scriptures teach about growing in 
Jesus and belonging to His church.


I covenant… 
To submit to the authority of the Scriptures as the final arbiter on all issues 
(Psalm 119:2; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; 2 Peter 1:19-21)


To pursue the Lord Jesus Christ through regular Bible reading, prayer, fellowship 
and practice of spiritual disciplines (Luke 18:1; Acts 17:11; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; 
Ephesians 5:1-21; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22)


To follow the command and example of Jesus by participating in the sacraments 
prescribed to His church by being baptised or doing my profession of faith after 
my conversion and by regularly partaking in Lords Supper (Matthew 26:26-29; 
Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-23; Acts 2:38; 8:13; 9:18; 19:5; Romans 6:3-4; 1 
Corinthians 11:17-34; 12:13; Galatians 3:27; 1 Peter 3:21)


To regularly participate in the life of BPCC by attending weekly services, 
intentionally engaging in community, and serving both those within and outside the 
church (Acts 2:42-47; Hebrews 10:23-25; Titus 3:14)
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To steward the resources God has given me, including my time, talents, spiritual 
gifts and finances. This includes regular financial giving, service and participation 
in community that is sacrificial, cheerful and voluntary (Matthew 25:14-30; Romans 
12:1-2; 2 Corinthians 8-9; 1 Peter 4:10-11)


By God’s grace, through the power of the Holy Spirit, to walk in holiness in all 
areas of life as an act of worship to Jesus Christ. Believers should strive to put 
certain attitudes and actions to death while stirring and stimulating love and good 
deeds through the Spirit (Romans 1:28-32; 13:13; Galatians 5:19-21; Ephesians 
5:18; James 3:3-18; 1 Peter 1:13-16; 4:1-3 cf. Romans 13:11-14; 1 Corinthians 
6:15-20; 10:8; Ephesians 5:3; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; Hebrews 13:4; Matthew 
19:1-12; Mark 10:1-12; Luke 16:18; 1 Corinthians 7:10-11)


To take seriously the responsibility of Christian freedom, especially actions or 
situations that could present a stumbling block to another (Romans 14; 1 
Corinthians 8:1-13)


To regularly repent and confess my sin to God and to fellow believers (Romans 
8:13; Colossians 3:5; James 5:16; 1 John 1:6-10)


To submit to the elders and other appointed leaders of the church and to 
diligently strive for unity and peace within the church (Ephesians 4:1-3; Hebrews 
13:17; 1 Peter 5:5)
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How is BPCC structured? 
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Jesus Christ
Col. 1:18; Eph. 1:22-23 

Jesus Christ is the head of the church. 
All power and authority within the 

church derive from Jesus Christ as the 
head 

Church Council
1 Tim. 3:1-7; Tit. 1:5-16 

Church Council is a group of men 
tasked by God to be overseer’s of His 

church. They are to lead, guide, pray for, 
and serve the people of His church

Senior Pastor
1 Tim. 5:17 

The Senior Pastor is tasked with leading 
God’s church, especially in preaching 
and teaching and in overseeing the 

administration of the church

Connect Pastor
Connect Course 

Connections Centre 

The Connect Pastor is responsible 
for facilitating the Connect 

process so that people can easily 
connect to God through Jesus 

and connect to His church

Grow Pastor
Growth Groups 
Prayer Meetings 

The Grow Pastor is responsible for 
facilitating the Grow process so 
that people can grow in Christ-
likeness and in community by 

being involved in a Growth Group

Serve Pastor
Ministry Teams 

BPCC Care 

The Serve Pastor is responsible 
for facilitating the Serve process 

so that people can serve like 
Jesus by joining a ministry team 
and serving the church and our 

wider community 

Go Pastor
Local Witness 
Global Witness 

The Go Pastor is responsible for 
facilitating the Go process so that 

people can go as a witness to 
Jesus in every area of their lives, 

and into all the world

Worship Pastor
Sunday Services 

Creative Team 

The Worship Pastor is responsible 
for planning and overseeing 

Sunday services, including the 
worship team and other creative 

and liturgical elements

Student Pastor
Student Ministries 

The Student Pastor is responsible 
for overseeing the various student 
ministries so that all students are 
able to connect through Jesus, 
grow in Jesus, serve like Jesus 

and witness to Jesus

Children’s Pastor
Children’s Ministries 

The Children’s Pastor is 
responsible for overseeing the 

various children’s ministries so that 
all children are able to start their 
journey towards connecting to 
God through Jesus, growing in 
Jesus and serving like Jesus

Young Adults Pastor
Young Adults Ministry 

The Young Adults Pastor is 
responsible for overseeing the 
young adults ministry so that all 

young adults are able to connect 
through Jesus, grow in Jesus, 
serve like Jesus and witness to 

Jesus



MAKE DISCIPLES OF 
ALL NATIONS 

VISION 
To be a gospel-centred church 
seeking to make & grow disciples of  
Jesus Christ for the good of our  
community & the glory of God 

MISSION 
To make & grow disciples of Jesus  

Christ through gospel-centred &  
Spirit-empowered worship,  

community, service & mission 

[Matthew 28:18-20]


                  We believe the gospel radically influences every area of our                
         lives and transforms us into disciples of Jesus Christ 

 

What is a disciple? 

   WORSHIPER         LEARNER           SERVANT     WITNESS 
   Connect through Jesus     Grow in Jesus                       Serve like Jesus                Go with Jesus 
    [John 4:23-24]                        [Matt. 11:28-30]                        [John 13:14-15]                        [John 20:21] 
 
 

How do we make disciples? 

CONNECT                   GROW                        SERVE                          GO 

[Sunday Services]                  [Growth Groups]                       [Service Teams]                             [Local Mission] 
[Connect Course]                 [Prayer Meetings]                         [BPCC Care]                              [Global Mission] 
 

What are the core values of BPCC? 

Worship the Triune God         Proclaim the gospel         Love one another 
We worship God as He has                           We hold the gospel to be of                  We love one another as 
revealed Himself: Father, Son and               first importance [1 Cor. 15:3-4]                         Jesus has loved us 
Holy Spirit [John 4:23-24]                                                                                                 [John 13:34-35] 
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Membership Covenant 
I/We, _______________________________   ______________________________, 


And on behalf of our children,


_______________________________   _______________________________


_______________________________   _______________________________


_______________________________   _______________________________


having professed faith in Jesus Christ as my/our personal Lord and Saviour, and 
being in agreement with the strategy, structure, and doctrine of BPCC as outlined 
in this document (‘Who We Are’), hereby pledge to fulfil my/our covenant 
obligations as a member/s of the church body at BPCC.


………………………………………………………………

Member Signature


………………………………………………………………

Member Signature




……………………………………………

Date
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Membership Covenant 
I/We, _______________________________   ______________________________, 


And on behalf of our children,


_______________________________   _______________________________


_______________________________   _______________________________


_______________________________   _______________________________


having professed faith in Jesus Christ as my/our personal Lord and Saviour, and 
being in agreement with the strategy, structure, and doctrine of BPCC as outlined 
in this document (‘Who We Are’), hereby pledge to fulfil my/our covenant 
obligations as a member/s of the church body at BPCC.


………………………………………………………………

Member Signature


………………………………………………………………

Member Signature




……………………………………………

Date
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